FORMER CRANWELL HOUSE

Photographs ¥ and G: Tree remnants




FORMER CRANWELL HOUSE

Photograph H: Lean-to addition
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Photograph I: North-eastern side, showing modern verandah extension
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FORMER CRANWELL HOUSE

Photogragh J: Under extended verandah roof




FORMER CRANWELL HOUSE

Photograph K: The well
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According to the current owner who has camried out work on the house, 1t was butlt of
heart kaurt and the ground floor walls on three sides are plaster over imber laths, the

fourth side being coverad by the lean-to addition, which has rusticated weatherboards.

The wails of the upper floor, which was virtually destroyed by a fire in the 1970s, are

fibrolite that has been plastered by the current owner to give them an appearance

consistent with the ground floor walis.
The interior lavout of the house has been modified somewhat over the years.
Condition and Integrity

The house suffered a severe fire in the 1970s (see newspaper report Appendix 1). Since
then, the owners who took possession in 1997 when the house was “very nearly due for
demolition’ has spent many howrs conserving the house, replacing damaged joinery and
attempting to return the house to a more original form. They have also tended the old

garden, which has many ‘heirloom fruit trees’,

The upper storey was largely rebuilt following the 1970s fire (see Appendix 1). The
upstairs fenestration along the northern end is modern, but the rest of the windows and
doors, apart from those on the upper storey and the front door facing Lincoln Road, are
original. The verandah roof over the north-eastern facing ground fioor has been

extended (see Photographs I and J).

The original well belonging to the house was located and has been reconstructed in

recent years by & former owner {see Photograph K.
History

The 898 acres of land on which the former Cranwell House was bullt was enginaily
purchased by Frederick Le Cren in 1285 {sec Appendix 2, certificates of titie}. The

i

property was bought by Robert Cranwell on 30 July 1885,




The following mformation was provided by Eleanor Percy nee Cranwell, daughter of

Ben E. Cranwell, grandson of Robert Cranwell who built the house.

‘Robert Cranwell was born in Grantham, Lincolnshire in 1835. Robert and his young
wite Eliza came to New Zealand under the Albertland scheme aboard the Mariida
‘attenbach amiving in September 1852, Port Albert, however, was not their home for
very long for they moved to Auckland, first to Parnell and then to Valley Road, Mt
Eden, where they raised their family. Trained in England as a cabinet-maker, he
became head of Cranweli and Co. in Auckland and later in 1877 a partner in the irm
of Garlick and Cranwell, well-known furniture makers. Robert, together with Dr
Thomas Bell and George Harden {also Albertlanders) established the “Pomaria

Orchards” on the original land purchase.’

Bell was general manager of the Union Oil Soap and Candle Company Limited and

Harden was an orchardist,
Ben E. Cranwell once wrote the following notes;

‘I guess the house was built about 1893. It was an imposing two-stery wooden kauri
building with an avenue of trees leading in from Lincoln Road and with “Grantham”
on the gate. It is of interest to note that the outside walls were insulated with sawdust,
there being no noggins between the studs. Grandfather sold the property to Phillipsons
and built a smaller house on the next section. The reason for moving was that
grandmother suffered from rheumatism and could not manage the stairs. This was later

sold to Harry (William Henry) Worrall”

According to Dick Scott’, Henderson’s fizst orchardist (afier the pioneer orchard

attached to Henderson’s Mill} was JH. Heugham, who planted frait frees behind the

present Henderson School in 1884, Five vears later the large-sc ale planting of Pomaria
was established and promoted over the years 18259-91 by Cranwell, Bell and Harden,

Cranwell, whose furniture shop Garlic and Cranwell was until then one of the most

snceessiul in the colony, had lost heavily from investments in companies shaken by the




Auckland business crisis of the eighties. The purchase and subdivision of 900 acres of

land immediately tc the north-east of Henderson township offered a chance © recoup

In the two vears 1890-91, a hundred acres of orchard were established: apples, pears,
peaches, plurms, figs, apricots, organs and lemons. Apnicots and figs were soon shown
to be feilures and i was ien to twelve years before safisfactory returns were received.
Cranwell moved back fo the city in about 1906, leaving his children each with 25 acres
of frontage on to Lincoin Rd. The Cranwell holdings extended for a mile along Lincoln
Rd.

Cranwell died in 1916 and his wife in the 1920s. A grand-daughter, Dr Lucy Cranwell,
became an internationally known botanist, and was for many years botanist to the

Auckland War Memornial Museun,

Following the Cranwells’ pioneering efforts, frult growing became the most important

industry in Henderson and over a century later some orchards still remain.

Cultural Significance

Appendix D: Methodology in the Policy Section of the Waitakere City District Plan

contains The fllowing criteria by which the significance of items for listing in the Plan
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are assessed.

¢ Thistoric - the iern is associated with a past event, potable people or activity, a
social period, a particular technological milestone, scientific nistory or
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orincinies or scientific data about fabric {such as the compasition of mertar);
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= landmark - the iZem is a physical landmark within the City which 18 valued by

the commaunity;

= theitem has significance to the community - consideration given to value placed

on an obiect by the local community, irrespective of other values:

= visual - the item is important visuaily and contributes to the amenity, the form,

scale, fabric and setting of the place or an ares;

* patterns of settlement - the item is an important representative example of the
swrrounding settiement patiern {such as an example of & bungalow within an
area where housing built in the 1930s dominates), or is a relatively rare example
i an area which is dominated by another form of settiement.

a

sense of place - contributes to the i;denzity of the local area or city e.g. orchards,

special buildings, community halls

The Cranwell house:

is associated with the pioneering of commercial crcharding in Henderson, which
together with viiticulture became the area’s most important industry for the best

part of a centary.
* isarchitecturally unusnal, featuring an eclectic range of stvie characteristics.

is imporiant visually, is offroad position obscuring its potential conirthution to
£ y? fo) L3

the amenity and setting of Henderson
® is arare example of & two-storeyed 157 century vilia n Henderson

®  contributes to the identity of Henderson, and in particular its orcharding history
Category 11 listing

i therefore recommend that the Cranwell house he considered for Category I listing in

RAEI

the Distnicr Plan,
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APPENDIX

Newspaper report {undaied) of Cranwell House fire
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APPENDIX 2

Cranwell House property — early certificates of title
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