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Threatens opponents with speedy attacks. Represented
untry at every level from U-18 to U-23.
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'Attacking midfislder who can also play up front. Scored
the winner in the second leg of the O«Laﬂgue final.
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Has played for variety of clubis in his homeland. Former |
New Zealand U-17 and U-20 player,
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Joined this seasan, he boasts a taugh physigue and
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Offensively minded Gentral midfielder with an eye for
goal. Back at his old club after a yeat's absente.
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Fiad a taste of the tournament with Auckland City FC
lastyear. Boundless ehergy is his gfeatest asset,
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Dedicated to the Club

Danny HAY retired from the All Whites (New Zealand’s national team) last season and "
now dedicates himself to playing for Waitakere United. The inspirational captain reveals® _
his enthusiasm for the FIFA Ciub World Cup Japan 2007 presented by TOYOQOTA. o
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What are the main factors behind your
winning the O-League?

“One of the factors is that everyons turmed
over a new leaf after we lost the first lsg of
the final, We were aple to come together
for the next game. As a result, we wan thie
second leg without congeding a single goal.”
How do you assess your team’s
defensive force as centre-back?

“Youngsters play alongside vetsrans at
Waitakere United. | used to play in England,
and | played quits a few games for the
national squad, | want to draw on these
gxperiences to control our team’s defensive
line. The tournament in Japan is going to be
taugh, but it's & areat chance for us and we
think it will be a significant challenge. We're
determined to show what we're made of.”
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Born in New Zealand on 15
May, 1975. He retired from
intermational foathall last
season and is a charismatic
captain who leads the team
an and off the plteh.
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We want to produce good results by fulfilling our respective roles.

From your perspective as captain, what
do you think is the team’'s greatest
strength?

*(Graat morale is our advantage. Thera is
a culturs in New Zealand inherited from
the Maori, the islands’ native people, and
reflected in all New Zealanders: we are
very passionate, Waitakera United are no
axception —wse have a strong fighting spirit
and high ambitions. | think these are our
greatest strengths.”

Where can your team improve?

“Above all, we must play as many games as
possible, We have some new players.It's
important to concentrate on the games at
nand and we'll face some challenges in that
process. We want to make a good start in
the domestic league and the FIFA Club World

Cup, building on the momentum of winning
the O-League,”

¥You played for the New Zealand national
team and for several English clubs. Do
you think these experiences can have a
pasitive influence on your team?

“Yes, | do. We're a young sauad and don't
have alot of players with experience on the
international stags. For this reason, veteran
players like Nell EMBLEN and | need to
convey our knowledge and exparience to
younger players, One of the roles given o
me as captain is to manage the emotions of
younger players and ensure we've got plenty
of composure. We want to produce good
results is this tournament by fulfilling cur
respective roles.”

You used to play in Europe, Would you

get a kick out of playing against AC
Milan in this competition?

“Certainly, I'd love to. [T it happens, it wauld
bs a great experience for ma and the club.
But the other clubs we face elicit the same
feelings. In a match against Uraws Feds,
we'll have the opportunity to experience

‘afantastic atmosphers in front of a huge

audience. Every match will oe a valuable
axperiance for us. Wea look forward to playing
in this tournament.”

What are your hopes for the FIFA Club
World Cup?

“We know it's going to be a tough
tournament. But who knows what will
happen on the pitch. We're convinced that
we'll definitely grow a lot as a team by taking
part in this tournameant. We'll do our best.”
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