After ars 18-year-oid misses a runclf by one vote, the town will consider
reguiring candidates to be at jeas? 23

By 2 4. Huffstulter, Los Angeles Times Siall Wiiter

Oplober 28, 2007

A fow months affer a leanager oculpolled tiree middie-aged Oty Councll members in
ihe race for mgyor — but sHif missed @ siot in the Nov, 8 runaff by a single vole - the
city fathrers of Streetsboro, Ohio, have decided ithal encugh s enough,

Eightean might be ol enough fo vols, they say. or eniist in the miltary and fight in
iraq,

But in this middfe-class Rust Belt lown where factories churn out steel pails and
tubes of Epstick, § may not be ol ennugh 1o hoid office; Next month, volers wilf
consider whether o modify the fown charter to require thal future candidates be &t
fsast 23.

The minimum-age reqisrement wae added to a ballot measure that, among other
things, would alse require candidaties o disciose their criminal records.

Meombers of the Sirestsbaro City Council -- whose ages range from the 50s through
the 70s -- say the move s simply practical: They want to ensure their maycr has
encugh iife experience to manage a cily of about 12,300 residents, along with a $20-
miflior annual budgst and fulf-time Pdlice and Fire depariments.

And they admil they wers shocked that Brett McClafferty, 19, came close (o landing
fthat job this soring.

"'m sure there are 18-vear-oids ot there, somewhere, who could run a cily this size,
but | haven't met them,” said Stephen Michniak, a Portage County prosecutor and
chairman of the commission éf}az‘ infroduced the charter amendmert. "F'm 37 now,
and | know there's no way | could have done the fob when { was 18."

Strestshory's unusual baliof measure has rafsed eyebrows across the region and
promgted lawyers for the American Civil Liberties Union of Obio 1o investigate its
constitutionalily, Bul legal and pofitical experts say Ohio’s “horme-rule” provision
alivws towns and cities to have a significant amount of control - and freedom from
state medding - over how they structure their local governments,

It may be legal, hut s very uncommmon for a town to make local election rules more

stringent than a steie’s,” said Kenneth Janda, a professar emeriius of political

scisnce al Norihwestern University.

"Since the wake of the Vietnaw War and the realization that people who were oidd

ancuph to die in war should be ol enicugh fo vole, this country has been frying to

draw poogie into the politicsl realm - not find ways to keep them out,” he said.

,—ﬂ Jeed, vouthiul candidsias routingly orop up in election circlfes here. Chis, like
Lefifornia, sef the minimum ags & ’5 & for those who want ta run for governoy or &

,t-g;s.fe?sve post,

Arnd Ohioans have praviously backed candidates not old enough (o drink their
celebratory champagne. In 2000, volers siscted Derrick Seaver of Minster, a high
school senior, o the slets General Assembly. In 2005, 18-year-old Amy FHowers of
Athens won a Cily Councl ssaf.

Now a ssagoned 21-ysar-ofd, Flowers is running for reelection fs fall.




“Sanple always raise the ags jssus, and then complain about young voter apathy,”
said Flowers, @ graduate student al Ohio University. "You can't have il both ways.”

MoClafterty, who grew up in Strestsboro, about 32 milez southeast of Clavsiand, said
ke had always been interesied in politics. Though his parents have not had
aspkations iv sieg inlo the public spotfight, fwo cousins are jutges in westsrm
Pennsylvania, and a third is a counly commissionsr.

Moliafferty said he decided to run for mayor in January, sffer he got fed up with local
grumblings abowl political wrongdoing.

Earlier this vear, Streeishore residents catied on the Cily Council o investigate a
zoning disgute and allegations ithat oily feaders had illicitly pandered {o developers.
FPaci K. Jones, former mayor of Ravenna, the county seaf, pleaded guilty o maif
fravd and income fax charges and was senienced {o serve a total of 30 months in
fedaraf ard siale prisons. And former Rep. James A, Traficant Jr., a Democrat whose
district inciudad Streetsboro, is serving time in prison for racketeering, taking bribes
and forcing his aldes io work on his Ohio farm.

"} figured that | could do belter,” MoClafferly sakd.

in fate February, MoClaffarly, then 18, walkad into the Portage Courtty Board of
Eisctions office and fed his intention io run for mayor.

Af firgt, some residents thought MoClatferty was doing it as a joke, or for extra credit
from hie political science professors at Cleveland State University. But the mood
around town shifted as he chefied with diners in coffes shops, dropped off absentee
batlots at nursing homes and 1atked about labor concerns with local unjon officials.

When the baflots were counted in May, McClafferty came in third with 664 vofes --
Jjust behind oty Planning Direcior Linda Kovacs with 665 votes, and Councilman
Thomas Wagner, with 870.

The Josars grumbled over McClafferly’s success.

*Six months before he ran, he didn't even know where the City Council meeting room
was, " said Douncilman Chuck Kociske, 88, who cams in fourth,

Locs! ipaders and the public later gathered to review the towr's charter. Talk of
MoClafierty's razor-ihin ioss promgied sugpestions about raising the candidate age
minimum. They picked 23 because “by then, we figured you've had a few years of life
sxperience,” Michrigh said. "If you're in the military, i's fouwr years. So is college.”

hot avervone agress. A incal political action commiltee, consisting of g couple dozen
youny volers, has been canvassing nsighborhoods with members of the Ohlo
Collage Dernocrats fo rafly apposition o the baflot measure,

And MoClaflarty? Mo has already assembled a campaign team 10 back his 2008 bid
for @ seat pn the county Bogrd of Commissionsrs.
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Youth Offending: introductory Notes

Services for Youth Offenders in Waitakere City

Andraw Becroft
Principal Youth Court Judge
Te Kafwhakaws Maitus o Te Kooti Taiohi

Legal framework for offenders under 17

The age of criminal liabiiity in New Zealand is 10.

However, uriiil a young person reaches the age of 14, he/she cannot be charged
with any offence in a criminal Court except murder or manslaughter.

Offenders aged 10-13 years are called “child offenders®. They can be arrested by
the Police and if necessary delivered in to CYFS custody. I the nature,
magnitude and quantity of their offending raises serious concern as to their care
and protection, a Family Group Conference can be convened, and then if
necessary they can be dealt with in the Family Court. Child offenders are dealt
with in the Family Court on the basis that their offending is caused by lack of
parental care and protection.

Offenders aged 14-16 years are calied "youth offenders” and they can be deait
with in the Youth Court. e "

What we know about youth offending...{until 2006)

Youth offending has remained a stable 22% of total offending over the last 10
years.

The apprehension rate for 14-16 year olds increased significantly in the first four
years of the last decade but it has remained relatively unchanged since. Indeed
under 17 year old apprehensions dropped by 10% in 2004. The apprehension
rate in 2006 was the lowest in the last eleven years.

8o too, the apprehension rate for the 10-13 year olds.

Only a small percentage of offending by under 17 year olds is "serious" offending.
60% is property offending involving values less than $100. Property offending has
dropped significantly since 1995. The 2006 rate was the lowest for ten years.
Violent offending by under-17 year oids remained relatively stable until 2002,
despite some recent seriously violent crimes involving young people. Serious
assaults rose noticeakly in 2004, 2005 and 2006. This appears to be a trend, and
is causing concern. It involves a group of about 700 —1,000 young pecple.

75% of all youth cffending is dealt with by Police supervised community
diversionary programmes and dees not come to Court. A further 8% of cases are
resolved by pre-charge Famity Group Conferences and most of these result in no
charges being laid in Court. Less than 20% of youth offending comes to the
Youih Court.

These rates of diversion lead the werid but are litile recognised in NZ.

The number of charges processed in the Youth Court has remained relatively
siatic in the last five years.

The number of offenders in the Youth Court has risen in recent years.

Generally, during the last ten years there have only been relatively small
increases in the rates of apprehensions and offending by under-17 year
olds. The trends have been relatively stable. Indeed overall rates dropped
for the last three years. The real concern is the recent increase in
“grievous/serious” assaults, which have rightly shocked the nation.
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What we know about youth offenders ...

Up ic 80% of young offenders commit about 20% of offences (a huge
generalisation;. They are variously described in the fiterature as “adolescent
fimited” / "desisters”.

However, 5-15% of young offenders commit 40-60% of offences; e.g. Invercargil
where 11% of young offenders commit 48% of offences. They are referred to in
the literature as “life course” / “early on-set” / “serious young offenders”.

If we look more closely at the 5% of serious “hard core” offenders, we can
observe the following common characteristics:

- 83% are male. However the number of young women who offend,
especially violently, seems to be increasing.

- Many, estimated up to 70-80%, have a drug and/cr alcohol problem,
and a significant number are drug dependent/addicted.

- Most, estimated up to 70%, are not engaged with school — most are not
even envolled at a secondary school. Non-enrolment, rather than
truancy, is the problem.

- Most experience family dysfunction and disadvaniage; and most lack
positive male role models.

-~ Many have some form of psychological disorder, especially conduct
disorder, and display little remorse, let alone any victim empathy. Some
will also have a specific learning disability, eg dyslexia, although
research is required to establish the extent of this problem.

- At least 50% are Maori and in some Youth Couris; in areas of high
Maori population the Mauri appearance rate is 90%. This figure is.a
particular challenge to the youth justice system, and to alt working with
young offenders.

- Many have a history of abuse and neglect, and previous involvement
with Child, Youth and Family Services.

Offenders like these pose a serious problem for every Wastern couniry and
present a challenge for any youth iustice system. Many in this small group
continue to re-offend, No youth iustice system vet, has been able to eliminate
all re-offending by this hard core group.

The challenge for the Youth Court-

“How to Influence aggressive, impulsive, fruanting,
teenage boys (dispropartionately Maori), often alcohol
and/or drug dependeint, and who have personality
disorders from disadvantaged and dysfunctional familias
with anti social friends!?”
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= pragrassed 9tea‘d[li,' since our
mundmg if 2004 and finally won this ves

arhle\einq vldor'y in the FIEAGIUD Wt:rln Gup
Jdapan 2007 presented by TOYOTA,
We're an amateur club and aware that
it's not going to be'easy io do well. But,
g inthis tournament s 2 good
apperlunity for us 1o rise to a higher lavel.
Waltakere United must be a role model

OFC. We're detarmined o deliver ¢
perurmance and entertain the Japar
fars.

O League 2007 : Champien Waitakere United 047
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Aiming for Victory to Ensure Future of
New Zealand’s Domestic League

Although rugby is a major sport in New Zealand, the number of people who play
football has been increasing rapidly in recent years. Waitakere United come to Japan
bearing the hopes of a domestic league and the expectations of young players who
dream of one day becoming professional footballers.
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Waitakera United was founded in 2004 to participats
in the New Zealand Foatball Chamulonshio [dameastic
{zagus), which Wwas formed the same year. The original
squad was comprised of players chosen from 12 football
leams in West Auckland,

Placed with Auckland City FC—who are dafending
charnpicns—in the group stage of the 2006-07
O-League, it was the 1eam from Waitakere Uniied that
tapped tha group {on goal differance) and advanesd 10
the final. Surviving a tough, two-legged tie with Ba of Flii,
\Waitakare United prevalled on awsy goals to be crowned
champions of Ocsania for the first fime.

In the wake of the O-Lsague victory, Chris MILICICH,
the former manager who had guided the club at the time
of it founding, returned to the post as manager aftar
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a two-year hiatus. To cover tnair lack af international
axperience, Waitakers United nave strengthenad the
squad with four players signed from Auckiand City FC.
Thay're now well-prepared for their first visit to Japan.
Nawly founcled Waitakara Unitad have littla experience
an the Intsrnational stage, save for the O-League. In
fact, the FIFA Club World Cup Japan 2007 prasentad by
TOYOTA is their first international tournament outside of
ths Oceania region.

The domestic league is still daveloping and mast
players are unpaid amateurs, So, dispatching a domestic
football club To an international tournament is of great
significance. Waltakers United face off against some of
the world’s best clubs, with hopses of binlstering tha futura
of football in New Zealand.

D48  FIFAClub World Cup japan 2007 presented by TOVOTA
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- New Attacking Power Added to Vaunted Defence
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As Indicated by coach Chris MILICICH's
comment thal "our biggest strangth lles in
our well-organised back lina," Waitakers
United have been heavily relying on their
rock-solid defence Ied by centre-back
Danny HAY. L ast season, thay concedead
the fewest goals in their domestic league
{23), the key to theirearning a place In the
O-League.

In the meantima, Waitakere United have
been increasing their attacking options,
At the core of the attack are Commins
MENAPEand Benlamin TOTORI, who
ara Solomon [slands International
teammates, The forward duc are an
autstanding combination. Additionally,
vateran player Nell EMBLEN —who has a
broad Intermational experience — scores
In decisive moments, making him an
essentlal element in the cluby, A great
balance between attack and defence is
the best feature of the club.
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