3. Mestings will focus on the presentation of the views of the parent organisations
with resulting discussions focussing on development of
proposals/irecommendations to be taken back {0 the parent organisations.

4, Generally speaking, any proposals transmitted to the parent organisations should
first receive the prior agreement of the Working Party.

5. Consensus agreement on all issues will be sought, where consensus is not
reached staff will advise their parent organisations that a consensus view on the
issue was not available. Where a recommendation is by majority staff will convey
that majority view and the Key issues canvassed in the discussion back to their
parent organisations.

6. Transparency and openness will assist the work of the Working Party, Relevant
documents from each partner will generally be made avaifable to the Working
Party. Exceptions to this will be discussed and understood by the Working Party.

7. Formal minutes will be taken for each meeting of the Working Party. The minutes
will be made available {o the appropriate Committees of the partners and
representatives will speak to the minutes as required.

&. Representatives of each partner wili make every effort to keep their colleagues on
the organisation they represent up to date with issues around the project to ensure
good understanding of the project and the reasons why recommendations on
actions and priorities are made.

8. Unless agreed through agreed media or other formal communications, intermat
discussions of the Working Party will be held as confidential to the pariners.

10. Any media release or other public communication on the Waitakere Ranges and
Foothills Protection Project through partner publications will be discussed and
signed off by the members of the Working Party beforehand.

11. Whenever possible mesting documents will be circulated prior to the meeting.

Dprojectewaitzkere ranges profectionideliveratilesit 10th november coundil reporfiproposed terms of reference waitakere
mnges and foothilis joint working sary dog 2702004
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Appendix One — Possible content of Waitakere Ranges and Foothills Heritage Bill

Preamble

The preamble would provide a brief description of the reasons for the legisiation, describing the
values of the area, it's proximity to Metropolitan Auckland, the threats/risks that this creates and
how this intended to be addressed.

Titie
It is proposed to call this Bill the Waltakere Ranges and Foothills Heritage Area Bill 2005

Purpose

The Bill would have three purposes:

« establish the Waitakere Ranges and Foothills Heritage Area; and

» identify and recognise the nationally and internationally significant values of the Waitakere
Ranges and Foothills Heritage Area; and—

= astablish management objectives for the protection of these values

Definition/Interpretation

in order to have robust legisiation that can be “given effect {0”, there would be a requirement to
clearly define the terms that are used in the Bill. Therefore terms such as’

Bush fiving, Coastal environment, Cullural landscape, Cumulative adverse effect, Ecological
connections, Freshwater systems, Natural character, Natural ecosystems, Natural features,
Natural landscape, Outstanding natural features and landscape, Protfection, Resforation, Rurai
character, Significant indigenous vegetation, Significant habitats of indigenous fauna, Subdivision,
use and development, and the Waitakere Ranges and Foothills Heritage Area would be carefully
interpreted as to meaning and intent.

Establishment of the Waitakere Ranges and Foothills Heritage Area
This section wouid formaily establish the Wailakere Ranges and Foothilis Herifage Area.

Recognition of the key Values of the Waitakere Ranges and Foothills Heritage Area

tn order to focus protection there would be a need {o clearly identify key values that condribute to
the national significance of the Waitakere Ranges and Foothilis Heritage Area. These would
inciude:

outstanding naturaé landscapes; significant indigenous vegetation; oulstanding natural features,
impressive natural character of the coastal environment; imporiant freshwater systems, high quatity
terrestrial and aquatic natural ecosystems; significant habitats of indigenous fauna;, highly regarded
rural character of the Foothills {and its function as a transition and buffer between urban areas and
the Waitakere Ranges); the pleasing sense of containment of exjsting villages; a major catchment
area for Auckland’s municipal waler supply; a critical stormwater management area; an overall
subservience of human sefflement to the natural character; important ecological connections; a
cultural landscape that embodies historic, tradifional, cuftural and spiritual relationships of peaple,
including the tangata whenua, and a Waitakere Ranges Regional Park that is accessibie o the
communities of Greater Auckiand.

Management Objectives of the Waitakere Ranges and Foothills Heritage Area

This section would provide the policy framework, with the overall objective of achieving permanert
protection and, where appropriate, restoration of the key values that are identified. This would
include:

avoiding cumulative adverse effects; maintaining and enhancing the effectiveness of management
tools; minimising the adverse effects of subdivision, use and development; recognising the very
iimited capacity of the Waltakere Ranges and Foothills Herffage Area to absorh new development;

Ala
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ensuring deveiopment remains subservient to the landscape, natural ecosystems, rural character,
bush fiving, coastal anvironment and cultural landscape by limiting its scale and location; avoiding
reductions in the extent and gqualily of native flora and fauna habijtat; requiring active restoration in
some instances; taking up opportunities for the expansion of ecological connections through the
foothifls, enstring protection of freshwater systems, landforms and soils; safeguarding cultural
landscapes; ensuring that the Wailakere Ranges Regional Park continues fo be accessible;
racagnising the regional significance of the area for walter supply. and providing for Treaty
obligations.

Relationship of the Bill with the Resource Management Act 1991

This section would define the relationship between the Bill and the RMA. it would require
all those who prepare or administer RPS and DP to give effect {6 the policies contained in
this legislation, thersby providing for a measure of certainty and permanence in protection
of the Heritage Area. It also gives the policy the status of a ‘naticnal policy statement’.

Relationship of the Bill with other legislation

This section would recognise that other legislation and processes such as the Local
Government Act and the LTCCP aiso need o be part of the protection framework for the
Waitakere Ranges and Foothiils Heritage Area.

Transitional Provisions
The intent of this section would be to ensure that immediate protection is provided under this
legislation.

Preservation of existing rights

This section would reaffirm existing ownership rights and the rights of tangata whenua to exercise
their role as guardians or kaitiakt of their taonga.

Al
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Appendix Two Tabie — Summary of Potential Effects of Legislation on Areas within
Waitakere Ranges and Foothilis Heritage Area

Area Effects on Policy Effects on Subdivision Effects on Land Use
Basis {top level
objectives in District
and Regional
documents)
Titirangif »  Shonger recogniton of this = i ghor! I medium term litde + inthe short term applications io do
{ aingholm area as part of Waltakere atfect on policies and rules activities that are beyond the standards
g Ranges « Potential sffect in ionger term ! sei out in the Distrist Plan are more
= Stronger protection facus should unexpected adverse likely to be refused e.g. applications fo
«  Shronger and olearer iegai aeffects arise clear more bush than is provided forin
ablity to devalop objectivas » Potential immediate effect on the niles
and policies for area specific exarcise of discretion e Rasource consents might attract siricter
issues associated with subdivision condifions, eq. Regutremaent to covenant
provistong, for marginal hush ot underake weed control
N situations
Oratia ¢+ Mova from consideration of » in shortierm, litle effect on » Moo detalied assessment of
i ares as st "pufer to = poficies and nies development propesals
E recogniton that the ares is o Potential effect in medivm ko « in the short term applications 1o do
an “infegrat pan of e fong tarm of ightening up some activities that are beyond the standards
Ranges with buffer funshion” aspects of polictas and rdles get out in the Distict Plan are mors
o Storger protection focus, ¢ The could be an immerdiate likely to be refused e.g. applications to
espeacially in refation o effect on applying exisfing clear more bush than is provided for in
tandscape and amenity structure plan rules in situations the rules
values that are margina! «  Resaurce consents might attract stricter
s+  Shonger and clearer lagas conditions, eg. retuivement 1o covenant
abikity to deveiop objectives bush or undertake weed nontrol
ang policies for area specifc
igsues, recognising unigue
foie of Oratia in easiern
foothifls O N J—
Swanson »  5plit hetween areag in and + In short to medium term there is | »  More detailed assessment of
aut of Waitakers Ranges and ot expected 1o be any change devetopment proposais
Foothills Heritage Srea nacessary to the Swanson «  Greater differentiadion within area,
+«  Move from consideration of Structure Plan {depending on relating to tdentified vatues
arez as just “buffer’tc a outcome of Environment Court p* In the shott termn applications to do
racognition that the area is proceedings) acliviics that are beyond the standards
an “integral part 0f the »  Forentiat effect in fonger ferm set out in the District Plan are more
Rangas with buffer functon™ should unexpected adverse fikely to be refused e.g. pipe 2 stream
«  Stonger protection focus, affects artse « Resource consents might attract stricter
espaciady m relation 1o v Potential mmediate effact on conditions, eg. Reguirament io
lendscape and amenity exercise of discretion undertake rastoration of landscaps,
vaes associated with subdivision watenvays or native bush
»  Stonger anc clearer inga {structure plan -~ if Swanson
atiiity 1o develop objectives Struciure Plan becomes
and poiicies for area specific operative) provisions, for
iSeUes, FeCOgRISIng uhigue marginal siuations
rale of Swanson in easte
feothiis
Opanuku = Move from considgaratian of + i shor to medium ferm lille = More detailed assessment of

area as just "buffe” o a2
recogniton that the araa is -
an “infegral part of the
Ranges with bulfer funsiion”

s Stonger profection focus,
especialiy in relation i
iandscape 2nd armenity
vaiues

s Shronger and clearer legal
ahility i develop oblectives
ardd poiicies for area speciho
ISTUES, Necognising uinique
roie of Opanuvky it gastern
faothitls

effect on provisions

Couid affect decisions around
e provision of and/or the
natura of any structure plan for
this area

@

development proposals

Greater differentiation within ares,
relaiing o identified values

In the short termm applications to do
activities that are beyond the standards
sai out in the District Plan are more
iikely to be refused eg clear more than
300m2 of bush to bulld 2 house
Resource consents might aitract strigter
conditions e.g resioration of iandscape,
waterways or native bush

All
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‘Core’ Ranges Winor change in policy basis In short 0 mediom termm itie More detailed assessment of
Clearer iderfification of effect on provisions development proposals i
areas — nature and constraints of the Potential effect In longer term tay requite a reassessmant in the :
Waiatarua, area should unexpected adverse Clistrict Plan of issues such as site
Upper Stonger and cleaver lagal effects arise coverage ant bulk and locatlon
ability to develop snecific Potential immediate effect on Greater differentiation within area,
Swanson/ objectives and poficies for exercise of discretion reiating to identified valuas
Oratia/Opanu various areas assotiated with subdivision in the short lerm applications to do
ku. Scenic p_ravisionss, for marginal activiies that are beyone the standards
7 siwations zet qut in the District Pian are more
Drive, fikely to be refused
Waitakere Resource consents might attract stricter
Vai!ey, conditions, .9 covenanting native bush
Coastal Areas
outside of
Coastal
Villages
Coastal tuch sironger recognition of in short to madium tenm litle More detailed assessmant of
. ihe nature and constraints of effect on provisions development proposals
Vlllages aresz Paotential effect in longer term Greater differentiation for each Coastal
Mardaie {0 develop more shpuid unexpecied adverse Village
specific objectives and offects arise Non-complying applications maore likely
pekicies for various coastal Fotantiad immediate effect on to he declined
villazes axercise of discration More stringent conditions attached 1o
associated with subdivision censents, e.g. covenanting native bush,
provisions, for marginal Incation and design of building
R sifwations
Regional Stranger racognition of inter Mot applicable Any application t0 clear bush or pipe
relztionship between streams is likely to be more rigorously ¢
Parkland parkiand and private 2ng assessed
. Water Stronger recognition of inter- Not applicable Not expested to impact on the use of
relationship batween walar the area for water supply as this
catchment catchment iznd and private identified as a kay vatue of the
land tand Waitakere Ranges and Focthills
Heritage Araa
Agtivities that are not related direclly to
water supply would be assessed against
ragquirements of iegistation e.g. more
stringent application of Matural Area
_fules
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Appendix Three - Analysis of Waitakere Ranges and Foothills Proposed Legislation -
Issues, Outcomes, Method, Content of Legislation and Consequences

Issue Desired Method Content of Legislation Consequences
Qufcomes
Resourca Certainty is given ta | Set the vision for the «  Policy statements must give | Statutory planning docurments

Management St
{RMA) teols do not
provide ceriginiy of
grotection in the

onger wm goals,
ooifcias and
provisions

ares rough
wegisiation, and require
this o given effect
through exésting RMA

sffect to the objactives of the
legisiation. Al! reviews and
olan changes wouwd have

he consistent with the

arwl resource consent
decisions will have to b2
cansistent with a palicy
framework speaificaliy

ionger iorem mechanisms. legistation. estabilshed for the Rangas &
«  Desision makers required 1o + Foothis
i give effect to strengthenad
policies There will be a slighily

different decision making
framework for the area, as
opposad to the rest of the city.
Parinerships will nesd to be
devsioped with landowners,
amd Councii 3tz and Blectad
Members will need i
familiarise themnselves with the
decision making framework,

« Inappropriate development
wotiid be declined.

Courts have not Values of Ranges Claany identify ey s “Amenily” interpretation The Court will ke able o

given the values of and Foothilis are vaiues of the Meritage clause in RMA wilt be more intemret the maintenance and

Ranges and ipgally definad araa through precisely defined in ferms of | enhancement of amanity

Foothiis iggistation, as weli &5 the imporlant values of the values {5 7¢ of the RMA) a5

appropriatewsight clear definitions of any Ranges and Foothilis referring to the key values of

terrns used. the Ranges and Foothilis.
Likety to be less interpretation
through case law due bo use
. of clearer doflnitions.
Concern about The inten: of DP Clear puteomes are «  Decision makers must “give | Will require another fayer’ of

incansistent and provisions is mads Hentified and linked to effart” to the management consigeration in decigion

nappropriate ciear and defined values in the abjectives of the legisiation making
acministration of consisfent Legisiation, requiring when making any Tesourcs
District Plan (DR} implemeniztion is that the DP inay be management decisions Will result in a diferent

provigions facilitated by maore presorptivel decision making regimea .2,

raquiring that directive not solely effects based.
thetegiskdion be
referred to when
making decisions, e
Change DecUs in The overal effect 6f  © Ensure management +  The fegistation will contain All decision making must give
an incremenrial a0 decision raaiing and | obiectives in objectives that refer o the effect {o high level

tzrgely ad MG change is fakep o legiskation, and whete of the Herifage Area management obiectives that

manner and resuis
in curmnulatve effects

account angd

poiicies it Regional
Policy Statement
{RPE} and DP provide
rore consistency and
direction

and will provide for high
leved, strategic direction

refer to the whole of the
Heritage Area

Reglonal and The valug of the Establish siatus ang « The Waitakere Ranges and | Administration of the DP wil
rational vaiues of area ragionaiy and overal objectives for Foothills Heritage Area is tave to lake account of the
Ranges and naticnaiiv ig Ranges and Foothills established and the broader status and

Fonidits arm nok renopiised throoh legsiation management obiectives regionabnational implications
adgressed section refers to the regional | when making decisions

and national significance of
]

the grag,

Area jacks ciear
identity

A clesr identily is
agiatdished
acnording G agreed
boundaries snd weil

Creato Wailakere
Rarnges ana Foothills
Harifage Area ang
map boundaries

understond vaives

»  Physical bounda?y of area is

identifiect and a section

included that discusses the
values of the Hentago Area.

Wilt include private and public

land.
Peopie may incorractly

assume that the land outside
the bourdary Is less valuable.

- There is 2 ack of Araz ts managed as | | Develop policies thal | « Legislation  incudes  specific
intagrated an integrate: whols link the Ranges and provision  identifying  relationship | Statulory daclsion making will
management angd the vaives of Fooihits according o between theRranges ang Fooihills, ; be better informed with
betvenn Aanges mdividuat araas arg sn overadl vision wiile providing for the distinctive | decisions affecting the aves

ang Foothifs, whils
respecing the
diffedng characler of

enhancad

i

H
f

[EERUREIN. W

AlG

chaiacter of each

rmade according o overall
policies and nles.
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Waikere Oty Cusimct!
R O RTRLE BN

aach area

There is increasing
pressure for urban
devalnpment in the
Rznges and
Foothitls

Areas unsuitabie for
developmsnt arg
defined and
profected.
Appropriate densities
are determined in a
way that recognises
the values and
constraints of the
area.

Devslop
managemsant
chiectives in
iegisiation, and
pobicies in the RPS
ang OP that focus on
protection of key
values. Prohibit
maporopriate
subdivision/developm
20

» Koy vaiues identified

Need to minimise subdivision in light of
constraints in the ability of the area to
cater for future poputation growth

Urban developmant pressures
will be redirected to
appropriate areas within the
Metropaoiitan Urban Limits

Rurai residential developiment
will only ocour to an
appropriate density,

Rangss and
Foothifls ara
vuinerahie bacauss
of high rainfail, clay

T Brinciples hels

asfablish the carmrving
capacty of the
Ranges and Foothilis

Provice management
obiactives that
recoghise the vaiues
ant} congtraints of the

» Policies in isgisiation refer {o
protection of values such as natural
ecosystems, coastal landforms and
headiands, fresh water systems and

RPS, DP and resource
consent decisions must give
effect to protection of soil and
water resources of Heritage

soils and steep for further raa and ki tife supporting capacity of water. Area
apogrephy deveiopment deveiopment
accordingly.

Yoy vaites not well
underatood or
protecied

Yalues are cleary
igeniifiad and linked
fo maragement

Frovide valoe
stataments in
tegislation 2nd e

Outling the values, including:

MNaturat landscapes

Decisions on RPS & DP
provisions, and resouree
cansent applications, will be

Wilt require technical officers

and decision makers to make
axplich consideration of soil &
water issues for svery consent

«  Native vegetation & habitat
objectives these fc s  Distinctive character betier focussed where key
management »  Ecological connections values require greater
shieotives s Cultural izndscapes protection
»  Accessibillty of Reglonat
Park land
»  Soit & water conservation
«  Watsr supply
. Heritage values
«  Customary imponance
= Cnastal landscapes
«  Confainment of coastal and
rral vilages
+  interrelationship of the
landscape values across the
area.
The sof and water Foothils are Denvise legisiative, The relationship hetween protecting
comservation of tha pratected from RPS and DP policies | vegetation, soil and water and
Foothilis is intensive or and conirols that managing development is made clear
oomproshised inappropiiate ensure waier quaifly,
gevelogment and sioms waler coningi,
erpsion and sediment | afe issuss ave YWill require comprahansive
discharge is sonsidered and these catchment management
minimised values are protecied. planning.

Ecosystems have
een fragmanted,
sarficulay in

Scotogicat cowridors
e arotected and
craated from the

I Provide a common

poiicy basis for

! management of the

» explicit recognition of the high value
of ecological connactions,
especially in the foothilis, with clear

Incentivas couid be provided
to private fandowners for
restoration of linkages

i

Foothitls mounaing o tha ses | whole of the Hevlzge managerney objeclive of between fragmented
Ares that enaourages strengthening these acosystems
retantion, «  recogniion of the role that Likety to be addifionai consent
rapenaraiion andior streams and wetlands play in this sonditions requiring planting
repianting of regard and fencing along waterways
corridors it selected elc.
areas Wil nead o ba supported by
non-regulatory methods e.g.
incentves, landowner
aducation elc,
Subdivision Yaiyes of Mertags Provide a famework Managermnen! ohjectives would require | Applications for subdivision
mnreasas iack of Areg are profected that recognises the that cumulative atverse affect of will be subject to more
hanmany i from the adverse values and subdivision resulting from rgorous assassment

landscaps and
increased affecis

effedts of subhdivision

ctnsirainis of the
ared 2ng imis

inappropriate patterng/intensity are
minirmised and that decisions reflect

tevelopment timited capacity for further subdivision

aecorgingly. ———
The cheracter snd The bxindaries of Devaiop g policy that | The management ohjectives will i Land on the edge of coastal
containment of coasial villages are eneeurages include a broad policy statament ! villages will not be subdivided

coasial oommuritas
is heing #weatened
by davelapment in
i muprounging
‘orsenbeit’ and on
senstive hoacliands

safequardsd ageinst
the adverse effects of
urDan sorw

contaipment of Waest
Coastiliages

about the need to protect the ideniity
and character of constat villages

for urban development. The
appropriate edge of the
coastal villages will nesd to be
detarminesd.

Al
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Waivakers Cicy Coumcd

Ty Fedow o Wadrasmere

The wild and ramoie
auaiities of the
Ranges/Beaches
ars under theeat

The teve! of access
and facilities provided
is appropriate ©
protectng the key
vatues of parboular
areas

Poilvies in legisiation
will address the
effects of capiiz
works such as
roading, cerparking,
iracking, toileds and
commupity facilitieg

capital works of Council, ARC and

cther retevant authorites

in some situations capital
works would require rescurce
consent and more strict
assessment.

The character of
rurs! landsoapes n
the Foothills is
changing and [zois
sultabie direction

The changing
charactar of nirai
fandscapes is
Hanned and
managed in order o
safeguard this value

Establish value and
managemeant
obiective staternentis
i fegislation. snd
policies in the RPS
and OF o guide

The leqislation will recognise the core
values that give character to the rural

landscape and wilf provide policy

direction for retention of thess feafuires

Changes o the rural
environment are planned and
managed through conditions
of approval and incentives to
retain key landscape features
within a suitabie type and

development of rural i s¢ale of development
. landscapes
The Historic heritage | Historic hertzge sites | inciude management ; Management objectives section wauld | DP has a map that identifies
vaiues of the are profecied and nbisctives in refer to need to identify and protect heritage sites (where

Ranges and
Foothits are nol
propedly identified or
protected

managed
appropriztety

logislation that help
guide protection of
hetitsoe vatues in the
grea

key heritage sies within the context of

ather values in the area

appropriate) and the
accompanying policy will
outing the level of additonal
protection desired.

Tangate whenua
are concemed that

Tangata whenua
have an active rofe in

the taonga protecting their
{ireasuras) of e taonga

Ranpes and

Fonthilis is heing

gegraded

The role of the The sxisting
Ranges and dasignation for watar
Foothills as 2 water | supply 2nd the
catchment and associated
supply area requires | infrastruciure is
racognition appropriately

safeauarded within
the valuss of the
herilage ares

Establisk legisiation
that fulfils Treaty

_chligation to proiect

customary vaiues of
Hevitage Arga

YWolded contain section requiring

process 1o be developad by Council
that provides for Tangeta Whenua
participation in decision smaking about
sites of special significance to them

Existing processes vsed by
Coundil to consult with
Tangata Whanua may provide
for this afready

Provides
management
objectives in
tegislation that
iegrates these
considerations

The management objectives wilt

contain policies that recognisa the
Ranges as a water supply area for

Metropolitan Auckland

The requirements of water
supply works and
maintenance will he provided
for. Any significant works
heyond the existing
designations wouid need to
mest the requiremeants of the
new framework

Neead i ensise
ongoing loca
authority
cornmitment to
protecticn of
Ranges and
Faothiils in own
practices.

Ceriainty in
community that local
authorities will
mioritise protection of
Ranges and Foathills,
and will provide
infragtructure and
SETVICRS Bppropriate
to the area

Legislation authaiiss
and requires locai
authorities {o
undertake thair own
aotivities so a5 1D
protect the rances
and fooihils

«  Expliclt requirermant {o take into
account provisions of Ranges and
Foothitls legislation when carmying

out functions under the Local
Govaernment Act 2002

e Requirernant 1o demonstrate how

this is achfeved

« Protaction of Ranges and
Foothills will fikely nead to
be explicitly addressed in
Long Term Coundcil
Community Plan (LTCCP)

o Shodd lead to longer tarm
increase and certainty in
funding for Ranges
pratection

s  Could leacd o specific
section in LTCCP on
Ranges and Foothills

»  Reflectad in reporiing
raquirements

s {Coutd impact on the nature
of infragtructire provision
znd maintenance e.4.
road barmisffootpaths and
waed control,

= May resuitin a range of
oiher local authority
measures e.g. rajes
remisgion, support for
covenants, development
andfor financial
contribution policy that
reflects spacific noeds in
retation to Hanges and
Foothills

Al
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Appendix Four — Possibie impacts on Subdivision Potential of Proposed Waitakere Ranges
and Foothills Legistation

The Foothills Environment

This Human Environment covers the majority of the eastern foothiils of the Waitakere Ranges.
However, some parts of the landform that is the eastern foothilis are identified as either Bush
Living or Waitakere Ranges Environment, and these are discussed below. In addition, there are
parts of the Foothills Environment that are outside the Waitakere Ranges and Foothills Protection
Project area.

The subdivision provisions for the Foothills Environment are of two types. Firstly, subdivision down
to 4ha is possible throughout the area, as a Conirolied Activity, This means that the Councl!
cannot decline applications o subdivide to 4ha, but can attach condilions to the subdivision to
address a range of issues set out in these rules. These conditions can include changes fo the
alignment of lois and the location and design of roads and driveways. it is not envisaged that the
legistation would necessitate any amendments to these parts of the subdivision rules, at least in
the short to medium term. However, the emphasis that the legistation places on protection of
landscape, amenity and ecosystems gould affect how such conditions are applied, aithough these
conditions are quite fimited in their effect. For exampie, more conditions could potentially be
placed on the construction material used for driveways, where this is ideniified as potentiaily
impacting on landscape and amenity. Similarly, the alignment of lots couid be influenced.

These provisions in effect only apply 1o areas where nao structure plan has been prepared

Structure Plans in the Foothills

As regards the structure plan provisions - recently, the Waitakere City Council achieved a
significant improvement in the subdivision pravisions of the Foothills Environment through the
addition of a 'Prohibiied Activity’ for subdivision beyond the density provided for in any structure
plan that has been developed. This means that landowners cannot even apply for subdivision
heyond these densities. This provision is in keeping with the ethos of the legisiation policy {set out
above)}, and thus would not require any change. The Swanson Structure Plan is currently subject
to Environment Court proceedings, and consequently this Prohibited Activity status may not apply
to this area. Nevertheless, the Waitakere City Council has already resolved to seck a Prohibifed
Activity status for this area, and is hopeful that this will eventuate through the current process. The
Oratia Structure Pian is also not covered by the Prohibited Activily status rule, as this too was the
result of & separate Environment Couwrt process. Subdivisions beyond the density shown on the
Oratia Structure Plan map are a Discretionary Activily, meaning that the Council can refuse
consents If it considers that these would give rise to adverse effects. it is possible that the
fegistation would give greater impetus {o refusing such applications. 1t is also possible that the
Councit may consider that such Discretionary applications {l.e. beyond the density of the Oratia
Structure Plan} are taking the subdivision levels in the Oratia Structure Plan area beyond ifs
carrying capacity, particularly if the number of applications to go beyond the densities set out in the
Oratiz Structure Plan increases.

There are a number of areas of the Foothills Environment to which a siructure plan has not been
applied. In particular, the Opanuku catchment, but also some smaller areas adjacent {o the
Swanscn Structure Plan, and an area in the Anzac Valley {aithough part of this latter area is
currently the subject of an Environment Court appeal that may result in a structure plan over part of
this valiey). The landscape and amenity protection focus of the legisiation, the recognition of the
eastern foothills as a part of the Wailakere Ranges and Foothills Heritage Area. and the explicit
identification of the fimited capacily of the area 1o absorb more subdivision will affect the policy
hasis Jor structure plens in these ares, and/or the decision to prepare a structure plan for these
areas. [f would aiso likely affect the nalure of any structure plan that applied ¢ these areas,
including the number of lots provided for through the structure plan, and would place more
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stringent conditions on any structure plan subdivision. Note that the Waitakere City Council is
currently developing its Growth Strategy, and the initial findings of this identify that Waitakere City's
future growth is more appropriately located in the first instance within the existing Metropolitan
Urban Limits, and then in the north of the City ~ .. not in the Waitakere Ranges and Foothilis
Heritage Area.

Titirangi/Lainghoim

The Titirangi/Laingholm area is within the Metropolitan Urban Limit, and the subdivision provisions
for this area have only just been finalised through the Environment Court. The subdivision rules
associated with these provisions are quite complicated, but essentially recognise the fact that this
area is within the Meatropolitan Urban Limit, but also contains extensive areas of significant naturat
heritage and fandscape value. The subdivision provisions distinguish between the northern and
southern parts of this area. The northern area (Area 1), abuts the urban area, and drains to the
Waitemata via the urban area. The southern area (Area 2) generally contains more bush, and
trains to the Manukau Harbour. Generally, smailer lot sizes (down to 2000m?) are possible in the
northern area, and {arger iots (ranging beiween 4000m? and 1ha) in the southern. In both areas,
the ability {o subdivide is influenced by the extent and quality of vegetation on the property, and in
all cases replanting and covenants protecting bush are a condition of subdivision (with the
covenants effectively precluding further subdivision). it is considered that these provisions
generally accord with the intent of the legisiation, and thus would not require changing, at least in
the short to medium term. However, any subdivision in the Titirangl/Laingholm area is
Discretionary, meaning the Council can refuse consent if it considers that this would result in
adverse effects, or could reduce the number of iots yielded by a subdivision to reduce adverse
effects. The Council has always been clear that it would exercise this Discretion appropriately, i
ensure good environmental outcomes. The protection emphasis of the legislation could mean that
more marginal applications, particularly those going beyond the density thresholds set out in these
ruies — i.e. where adverse effects on landscape or ecosystems could be significant - may be
declined or reduced.

Waitakere Ranges and Bush Living Environment {outside the Titirangi/Laingholm Area and the
Metropolitan Urban Limits)

Properties with these Human Environment identifications are generally heavily vegetated, and
fraquently are within areas identified as having Outstanding Landscape Values. The former
{(Waitakere Ranges Environment) are the larger properties (generally larger than 2Zha} and most
are identified as being within areas of Quistanding Landscape, while the Bush Living Environment
properties are generally smalter, and tend io have more of a built-up character, Properties
identified as Waitakere Ranges Environment can be subdivided down to 4ha as a Limited
Discretionary or to iots averaging 4ha as a Discretionary Activity. Thus, the Council can refuse
consent or reduce the number of lots created through a subdivision. Subdivision beyond these
standards is a Prohibited Activity. In the Bush Living Environment, the minimum lot size varies
from an average of 4000m"” {0 4ha, depending on the natural vaiues of the property, with
subdivision beyond these standards a Prohibited Activity (except in a small area adjacent to the
Cratia Structure Plan). s not envisaged that the legislation wouid require amendment 1o these
subdivision standards in the short to medium term, particularly given the Prohibited Activity status
of subdivisions beyond the standards provided for, There is already quite strong emphasis on
such things as landscape and ecosystem protection. However, as with the Titirangi/Laingholm
area, the protection emphasis of the legisiation, and identification of numerous high values in this
area, could result in @ more stringent application of the discretion afforded the Council or other
decision makers by these rules, with consequent effect on the granting of consent, and the nature
of conditions atiached to consents.

Coastal Villages Environment
This Environment is comprised of the generally smaller properlies of the coastal settlements at
Parau, Cornwailis, Huia, Karskare, Piha and Bethalls. Provided thers is no need (o clear native
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vegetation for the house, subdivision down to 4000m? is possible as a Limited Discretionary
Activity. As such, Councit can refuse consent, or reduce the number of lots created through
subdivision. Legislation could affect the way that this discretion is acted upon. Subdivision has not
been identified as a significant issue in the Coastal Villages, where the greatest pressures are
arising from redevelopment of existing sites, and development of vacant sites. Indeed, only a few
lots in the Coastat Environment {(~14} have any potential o subdivide under this rule. Thus, itis
not envisaged that there would be any need o amend the subdivision standards of the Coastal
Villages in the short to medium term (5-10 yrs). However, consideration of the legislation may lead
the Council {o conclude that there is & need to amend the rule so that subdivision of lots smaller
than 4000m? hecomes a Prohibited Activity, in line with the Waitakere Ranges and Bush Living
Environments, if there was sufficient concern that the Non-complying Activity status was not
affording enough protection to this area.

Rural Villages Environment

There are nine Waitakere Rura! Village properties proposed for inclusion within the Waitakere
Ranges and Foothills Protection Project area within the Anzac Valley. None of these properties
has any subdivision potential under the current rules of the Rural Villages Environment. Thus,
there is no need to amend the current subdivision rules that affect these properties. Any proposal
to do so, however, would need to be considered against the provisions of the legislation.
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