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WE WOULD LIKE THE FOLLOWING
DECISION/S TO BE MADE BY COUNCIL:

Waitakere City Council

Fu Hoforee 0 Wiirakere

I/WE WQULD LIKE TO APPEAR AT A COUNCIL
HEARING ON THE SPEED LIMITS BYLAW 2010:
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Henderson
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Submission on Speed Limit Changes

| WOULD LIKE TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT SPEED
LIMITS BYLAW 2010:

In December 2007 the Waitakere Range Cyclist Safety Survey was completed. 175 road
cyclists responded to the survey of which 91% stated they rode in the Waitakere Ranges
and in particular Scenic Drive and over 90% stated that they rode for fitness/recreation
purposes.

Of those surveyed only 14% stated that they feel safe riding the roads in the Waitakere
Ranges. Of all those surveyed over 80% of respondents felt most unsafe because of the
driver behaviour and in particular the majority of those were most concerned by the speed
of travelling vehicles passing the cyclists.

When asked, through the survey, what the cyclists felt could be done to make cycling on
the roads in the Waitakere Ranges, reducing the speed limits were one of the highest
priorities.

The Statement of Proposal provided, as part of this consultation, states that under the
Land Transport Rule 54001: Setting Speed Limits 2003, Council is obligated io review
speed limits when:

o There is significant change in the nature, scale or intensity of land use adjacent to
a road; or
s There is significant change in a road, it's environment or its use

Scenic Drive has a unique designation within the District Plan being a “Scenic” road. This
implies that Scenic Drive has a high recreation amenity value. This is the case as Scenic
Drive passes through a regional park where there are many recreational activities
available such as walking tracks, Arataki visitors centre and a thoroughfare to West Coast
beaches.

Recreational use of Scenic Drive has been increasing over recent years and in particular
by road cyclists using Scenic Drive for training and recreation riding. Average cyclist
numbers on Scenic Drive between the hours of 7am and 12pm on weekends have
increased 64% between 2008 and 2009 and that cyclist make up over 20% of total traffic
on Scenic Drive during these times. This increase is reflective of the general increase in
popularity of road/sport cycling within the Auckiand region.

Cyclists are not the only recreational users of Scenic Drive and there are many runners
and walkers which use the road for recreational use. Many runners do their training on
Scenic Drive which has a long history of the sport with Arthur Lydiard using these roads
for fraining his athletes and today there are running events which utiiise Scenic Drive.

Hosting running and cycling events (eg Arthur Lydiard running event and Tour of Wild
Wild West cycling event) encourage people to do their training on the roads which the
events are held. These events are encouraged due to their long history and which
capitalise on the recreational amenity the ranges provide and encourage community
participation. If the City wishes to encourage these activities then the environment should
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be made as safe as possible for training and recreation and reducing the current 100kph
speed limits on Scenic drive is essential.

1 WOULD LIKE THE FOLLOWING DECISIONS TO BE MADE BY
COUNCIL:

AH 100kph zones on Scenic Drive be reduced to 70kph.
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