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Lion Rock Corner
Dune Planting and Protection Project

Summary of Submissions and
Implementation Proposal for Ptha Residents and Ratepayers Association

Prepared by:

Renee Lambert
Mangaer Parks Planning
Waitakere City Council

June 3™ 2004

Project location:

The proposed project is located on the dune area from the lion rock corner adjacent to the road to
the first speed hump located on the road. !t includes a strip of carparking adjacent to the road and
existing dunes and access lracks down to the beach area in this location.

Aim of the project:

The Piha Coastal Management Plan adopted in June 2000 identified a number of implementation
actions for the Mid Beach area (of which the project area is included). The implementation action
relevant to this project is outlined below:

4. Accessways 1o the beach from: Marine Parade North will be consolidated and directed towards the part of the
beach patrolied by surf lifeguards. This will be done as a two stage process, with the second stage only undertaken if
necessary. The first stage will be planting, temporary protection of plants and reformation of walkways. The second
stage would be the use of sand ladders. Liaison with the surf lifeguards on the exact location of accessways to
maximise beach safety will be undertaken.

The project is aimed to initiate consultation and subsequent implementation of the first stage only
of the above implementation action.

The aim of the project is to rationafise the large number of informal fracks through the dunes in this
location and provide guidance to visttors and residents of tracks to utilise for access to the beach.
in addition the project provides for a more naturalistic and less buiit definition to the carpark area.
This in lum provides protection of the remaining dune area from trampling which will then be able
to undergo planting as required of appropriate native dune species.

it is intended that implementing this project will enable an assessment of the techniques used and
the success of the project to be undertaken which wilt then inform future projects for dune
planting/protection in the remaining mid-beach area and in particufar, a possible approach to
naturalising the carpark areas and removal of the timber railings.

Consultation process:

it was [dentified that although the project is indicated in the Coastal Management Plan, that it is
necessary and desirabie 1o gain community input into the details of the proposed project. As such
the following consultation process was undertaken. This proposed consuitation process was
approved by the Piha Residents and Ratepayers Commitiee meeting on the 13" February 2004.

» Initial presentation of proposed project presented to R&R (13" Feb) follows format of
process of endorsement of Coastcare reiated proiects
> Letiers sent to al! ratepayers outlining project and opportunities for input
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information in Piha News {deadiine 15" Feb)

Information on Community Notice board and shop

Display at library

On site open day with tent a Sunday {as determined by R&R} from 10 -1
Notes taken at open day

Comment sheets provided at open day and in mail out to all residenis

Y ¥V VYYY

Alf the above agreed actions have been undertaken, with the open day being held on Sunday 28"
March.

This report is to be presented to the June 4" Residents and Ratepayers Committee meeting for
endorsement and/or comments before going {o the Waitakere Community Board for approval.

> Report back to Residents and Ratepayers Committee with summary of consultation and
recommended amendments to plan and proposed final project for endorsement and any
final modifications/additions

» Report to Waitakere Community Board with finalised project plan for approvall.

Consultation Summary

There was a good turnout of people to the open day at Piha (approximately 30 dropping in during
the open day period), with the opportunity well advertised through the Piha News and with a mail
out {o all residents and display in library.

Total of 20 submissions were received from 25 people (includes 5 shared submissions),

A summary of the submission comments and the main points identified by the submitters is
attached, along with copies of all the submissions.

There were some submitters who didn’'t want any action taken on the dunes at ali, while others in
general wanted to keep a very naturalistic and subtle approach to any definition of the accessways
and associated dune planting.

The approach taken for the project has acknowledged that dune restoration and track
rationalisation of the dunes has already been identified as needing to occur within the Coastal
Management Plan and from previous consultation work undertaken. However, the approach
proposed fries o minimise the impact of the work in accordance with many of the comments and
suggestions which came out of the submission process and from the open day comments.

Proposed Project implementation
{based on submission comments and management plan policies)

The approach being proposed focuses on trialing a more naturalistic planted edge to the carpark
area adjacent to Seaview Road. it is intended that providing this edge and guiding people to
existing accessway tracks through the dunes that the number of ad-hoc tracks through the dunes
can be reduced and a degree of infill dune species be planted to help restore some of the open
areas of dune, and in particular, the dune faces.

At this stage it is proposed that fencing is not used to define the tracks as this is seen as being
more visually invasive than desired for this area. Reduction of the number of tracks and
restoration of some of the vegetation will instead rely on clearly identified track entrance points and

“discrete use of the hand-painted small beachcare signs to encourage support of the project by
minimising ad-hoc trampling through the dunes.

2DEIO08
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Detalls of the proposal include the following {these are detailed on accompanying plans and are
illustrated by sketches from photographs of the area):

Carpark bund {Refer to Planted Bund Details)

It is proposed that the existing timber half-round railing that defines the campark area is replaced
with a low planted bund. These will run parallel fo the back of the dunes and will define the carpark
area from a pedestrian movement area on the seaward side which will provide access to the tracks
through the dunes. The bunds are proposed to be no higher than .5m with low planting up to .5m
high {maximum of 1m} so that views over the bunds are not interrupted. At 15m intervals the
hunds will open up to provide pedestrian access from the carpark to the grass and sand track
behind the bund which leads to the dunes. Low timber bollards will be required in these gaps to
prevent vehicles driving through. These wili be predominantly minimised in impact due to being
located between the planted bunds.

Track ldentification (Refer to overall diagram of proposal)

In order to identify to pedestrians where the preferred track accessways are located, it is proposed
to use a timber 1.2m high post {similar to those at south Piha). There will only be one located at
each track entry point.

Fencing (Refer fo overall diagram of proposal)

There is no fencing proposed at this point in time as part of this project. The intention is to trial the
use of planting and coastcare signs o encourage people to use the preferred tracks. KKis
proposed that photographic survey be used to monitor the success of this approach. If after a year
it becomes clear that the approach is not successful and that track damage through the dunes has
not reduced from the current situation, then a report will be brought back to the Residents and
Ratepayers Commitiee for further consideration of how to address the issue.

Road Safety lssues {(Refer fo overall diagram of proposal)

A number of submissions proposed that the corner beside Little Lion Rock required a safer
pedestrian access. There was concemn however, about the impact of bollards to prevent cars
parking on the road edge, which is what causes people to walk out on the road.

it is proposed to use a mix of low timber bollards interspersed with low planted bunds and rock to
prevent cars parking on the Little Lion Rock corner and up to the first access track to the beach.
This will provide a safe pedestrian access route while also protecting the views through to the
dunes and beyond Little Lion Rock {ie. No cars spoiling the view of Little Lion Rock as you
approach the corner). This proposal has been checked with the WCC Transport Assels team and
the design as presented meets road safely requirements. The approach will merge in with the
proposed bunding defining the carpark area and is proposed to he a naturalistic approach to
defining the road edge rather than just using timber bollards.

Number of tracks and signage

it is proposed to reduce the number of tracks in this area to five preferred track routes. The
remaining smaller tracks will be planted with appropriate dune species and defined with the use of
the smaill hand-painted coast care dune protection signs (in a temporary capacity) {0 encourage
support for the use of the preferred tracks. it is felf that the use of strategically placed coast care
signage will be the key 1o the success of this project and the non-use of fencing. We are inlending
to rely on public response lo assistance with the project in allowing revegetation of some of the
lesser used and redundant tracks.

22082004
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Planting (Refer to planted bund details)

Itis proposed at to plant the open sand areas of the existing dunes in this area with a mix of
spinifex and some clumps of pingao. Only the open sand areas of the dune are to be planted
{outside the preferred tracks) and all existing muehlenbeckia and grass areas are to remain.

The bunds are proposed to be planted with a mix of coastal species indigenous to Piha. All these
species are .5m or lower in height and/or are planted so that their maximum height will be no more
than tm. The mix has been chosen to provide some textural variety and interest ie. Use of oioi
along the pedestrian movement area is lovely to touch while walking past to the track entrances.
The species proposed are detaiied in the plant schedule on the associated drawings.

i is proposed that all planting will be undertaken by the Piha Coasicare group.

The bund formation and preparation for ptanting would be undertaken by Waitakere City Council.

Timeframe: :
Depending on the outcome of the Residents and Ratepayers meeting on June 4™, it is proposed to
present a report on the agreed project to the Waitakere Community Board on 6" July.

A timeline for the work is siill to be determined, but ideaily would be completed priar {o the main
summer visitor period at Piha,

Conclusion

The consultation undertaken for the Lion Rock Corner project highlighted that the community
wanted to see a more aesihetically pleasing approach to the carpark area and a subtie approach to
the definition of tracks through the dunes and associated restoration planting.

The proposals put forward in this report try to provide an approach which refiects the community
aspirations for the area while also providing the implermentation of the Coastal Management Pian
policies previously determined by the Community and Community Board.

It is requested that the proposal be considered for endorsement by the Piha Residents and
Ratepayers Committee with the proposal then being forwarded to the Waitakere Community Board
for approval.

22/06/20504
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LION ROCK CORNER DUNE PLANTING AND TRACK ACCESS

SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS 01-06-04

-

L ]

Submissions close 08-04-04

Total of 20 submissions received from 25 people (includes 5 shared submissions)

Sub no

1

Main point

options

Other comments

No human interference

none

Leave nature alone

Noxious Weed controf only

CMP- walkways only where blowouts affect road
Waste of ratepayer maney

Supports project

nfa

Witl require continuing maintenarnce

Leave area alone

nohe

Let natural processes take course
Proposal is ugly

No formal accessways

Better to eliminate the carpark as area dangerous for !
swimmers 9
Waste of ratepayer money
Will block views

Encourage more natural look

nfa

More planting

Less signs and walkways
Less carparking on foreshore
Eliminate boardwalks

No work on this corner

Dune veg is already heaithy

No blowouts on this comer

Human impact minimal

walkways only where hlowouts affect road
Other areas need planting more

Not & safe area {o swim don't encourage

Option a

[}

Opticn a ~ in conjunction with maintenance
restrict parking to nth and sth

remove gazanias & kKikuya

less fences and ropes

define access by planting

curved edge boliards not siraight
pedesirian access to beach on left

Walking tracks to protect
plants

a

Option a and few tracks

[

Need toilets - people use bush etc
include track beside lookout rock - may not need
fencing

Protect the dunes

Some fencing would be good

Protect plant life

Retain beach access

Information boards would help educate

10

Aboiish all human action

none

Don't interfere with natural processes

11

Abandon the dune
stabilisation scheme

none

Scheme is alteting the dunes and destroying surf -
this project will exacerbate the problem of dune build
up

12

Walkway adjacent to ‘little
How

wla

One Walkway only - needs to go in front of litlle jion
from sth end of carpark to link to beach access,
stream and lior rock

Rope off dunes as per south piha

13

keep intervention ‘natural’

j[=]

Prevent parking for 20 m nth of corner

Retain existing ‘natural’ fracks in dunes

Mark tracks by planting and not artificial means
Retain some open areas on top of dunes as picnic
areas - people will/do sit there for views

Option ¢ is consistent with rest of beach but add low

TTOE2004
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shrub planting 1o soften Jook of posts

14

Timber fence & picnic areas

=

Low fence with flat fop for people to sit on

Track to go hard ieft - used for Souih Piha beach
Grassed picnic areas with shrubs are imp for visitors
otherwise will sit in the fenced off area of dunes
Tracks are preferable to sand ladders — safer and
easier o use

Road safety is an issue on the busy comer

if encouraging beach access will need some traffic
control esp with children

15

Net fencing on carpark /dune
edge

nia

| No entry signs for beach access

Grass parking

Piant dunes with grass to be cared for by coastcara
and residents

Pohutukawa irees

Support dune planting &
beach access project

Support all project features — benefits include
Aesthetics, user-friendly access, sand stability,
durable, low-maintenance structures, niative plant
species

Weed control

No spray zone

Existing native seedlings to stay

Identifiable but unobtrusive fences

Need minimum of clear signs for access and beach
info & education

Parking barrier and {raffic restrictions

Bund height to prevent cars on dunes

Rubbish bins

17(2)

planted bunds (maintain}
Discreet intervention

1]

Fewer paths to protect dunes

Everything discreet

Keep cars away from corner

Try paths without rope and wire first (bunds?)
Plant path edges to define them - low plants
Path mouths o face north - away from prevailing
wesierly

18(2)

Want less cantrol &
structures - please limit
intervention

none

Don't like/use sand ladders — awkward
Keep parking away from corner
Distribute people up beach

192

Support care of dunes

1

Keep left hand access

3 natural tracks - this is plenty
Define walkways - rope and timber
Mix of boliards and planting

Need some non-intrusive signs

19

Support care of dunes

I

Careful planting 1o enhance natural dynamics
Mix of bollards and planting

No fencing down accessways

No more than 3 fracks

Discreet signage

Support the spiit left hand access

2002}
{Lale}

Support low impast dune
restoration

1o

Need healthy plants on dunes

Want less impact from siructures

Need some protection from foot traffic near carparks
Prefer less walkways ie 3

Concerned about the impact of signs/structures

Can have temporary fences?

Ecosourced plants

Limit parking on the cormer — bollards

Direct foot traffic fo further up the beach - surf club & [

17062004
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* toilets
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LION ROCK - SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS
issue detait No
option Option 2 ”—' 8
Qption b
) Option ¢ 2
Option d
Option e
No option mentioned 8
Against all options 7
25 total

submissions

No intervention

No human interference - Leave nature alone
Project is destroying sth piha beach/surf
Weed control only

carpark Dangerous area for swimmers
Reduce carparking - sth end
Reduce carparking
Remove carpark
Carpark altered to prevent wheelies
Carpark railing must be flat o sit on
Grasg carpark
Road Traffic management on comner
Natural look More natural look
Define access with planting
Curved bollards _ ]
tracks No more than 4 tracks {o beach (inc LR track)
No more than 3 tracks to beach
Use existing ‘fockout rock’ track
Use and fence ‘lookout track’
Retainbeachaccess
Retain existing 'natural’ tracks not sand ladders
Direct fool traffic up beach
fencing Fence accessways
Fencing same as south beach style
Soften posts with planting
Fence to keep off dunes
Temporary fencing only
L ess fencing and ropes
signs information boards
Keep off signs
Discreet signs
Less signs
planting Pohutukawa irees
Plant grass on dunes
Ecosourced _
nnnn No spray ;
other Rubbish bins '

Tailets

Face path entries north

FUNF. T I QT | Y BT, | N Y Y T,
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Picnic areas 2

Ongoing maintenance 4
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 LION ROCK CORNER DUNE PLANTING AND TRACK ACCESS

COMMENTS SHEET
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LION ROCK CORNER DUNE PLANTING AND TRACK ACCESS

COMMENTS SHEET
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