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8 August 2003

Draft Auckland Regional Road Safety Plan 2008-2012
Auckland Regional Transport Authority

Private Bag 92-236

Auckland Mail Centre

Auckiand 1142

WAITAKERE CITY COUNCIL'S SUBMISSION TO THE DRAFT AUCKLAND REGIONAL ROAD SAFETY
PLAN 2008-2012

All those participating in the consultation .of the Plan have commented on its careful data collection and
realistic and timely proposed actions. One comment that all respondents made was the increased levels of
resourcing required, and gueried who will pay?

All respondents also noted the focusing on expensive engineering solutions but would fike to make a plea for
continued and refocused emphasis on road safety education generally. Council would like to add specific
weight or comment to the categories of education, engineering and enforcement.

Education
+ Road safety education in high schools should include driver iicencing as part of the core curricuium.,

e  Workplace travel plans and increase in passenger {ransport usage require public education campaigns
that reach into local communities.

s Cycle safety education requires strengthening throughout the Plan both for children and adults.
Replicating Council’s ‘Bike West’ cycle safety programme as a best practice model that can be used in
schools and communities.

+ Motorcycle safety campaigns and safe riding workshops regionally should be co-funded by Government
and user. These should he offered for those new/returning motorcycle and scooter riders.

« Council would like to see a strategy for innovation — tackling Auckland’s road, off road and rail transport
issues. In this strategy Councit could be promoting best practice, professional development and thinking
beyond roads being used just for cars — such as the development of car-less access ways and more
liveable streets and neighbourhoods.

« There is an obvious and necessary emphasis in the document on road safety and reduction in road
crashes and resulting trauma, however, because it is Auckland’s strategic plan and with the growing
need to look at mobility and access — other than car use — it would be good to see more education
activity in the Plan towards the uptake of a wider range of safe and sustainable transport methods.

e Perhaps the document could show mare direct links with ARTAs sustainabie transport and passenger
transport plans.

+ Council would like to see as one of the actions the fostering of the disability network voice — perhaps the
holding of a forum — where particular issues can be raised and addressed — such as the transportation of
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special needs students to school failities {training of taxi drivers) and their participation in using
alternaiive transport options — addressing the barriers they expetience.

Engineering

All respondentis supported a focus on engineering to improve the roading network for not just car users
but for pedestrians and cyclists of all ages and abilities. Council did not feel the need to increase
pressure on the new transport agency to fund footpaths and footpath maintenance.

There was a feeling that arterial roads had more aftention than local roads. Could Council have a
balance of both.

Councii must start thinking about the roading environment as access ways for all traffic — motorised and
non-motorised.

Council would like the Ptan to look at pedestrian hospitalisation data and base some action on the fact
that the majority of pedestrian injuries don't involve a vehicle — jooking at solutions in refation to falls
{footpath maintenance, crossings, ete.} and crashes (with bikes on footpaths and other hazards) and the
coordination responsibility could go to Community Injury Prevention Programmes, e.g. ‘Safe Waitakere
Injury Prevention Programme’.

Rural roads have their own set of issues that require innovative soiutions. Councit supported the
concept of working with other logcal authorities, e.g. Rodney, with siméar issues to create ‘packages’
combined for Government funding from ARTA. This has already been successful with Travel Plan
Infrastructure’” and it coutd also work for the rurai road sector.

Council would like the inequity of funding for rural roads to be addressed by government. Councit is
currently completing a detailed submission to the arterial roads review on these issues.

As rural roads become urban roads with increasing subdivision the lighting becormes both a road safety
and a community safety concern.

Enforcement

Reduction of the legal blood alcoho! limit from .08 to .05 has been supported by the Infrastructure and
Works Committee and the submiiters would like this to be legislated for as soon as possible by
Govermment.

Council supported raising the drinking age from 18 to 20.
Enfarcement of red iight runners should be fast tracked once the Auckiand City Red Light Pilot project is

evaluated. Council would like to be involved at a local Government levet in this activity in our City and
have been actively lobbying Local Government New Zealand for many years on this matter.

“Council would like to see more assistance given to the way Council can assist in effectively moving

people on from tearner licences to restricted and fult driver licences.

Please would you add our submission to your deliberations on the Pian.

Council would like to thank ARTA for its continuing work in developing and leading the regions’ transport
activities and Councit will continue to work strongly in parthership to implement the Plan once adopted.

Yours sincerely

Kitch Cuthbert
Team Leader — Road Safety & Travel Plans
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