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1 APOLOGIES 

 

 
 
 

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Meeting Minutes - Wednesday, 5 March 2008 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the minutes of the Meeting of the Massey Community Board held on Wednesday,  
5 March 2008, as circulated, be taken as read and now be confirmed. 

 

 
 
 

3 URGENT BUSINESS 

Section 46A(7) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 
provides that where an item of business is not on the agenda, it may only be dealt with at 
the meeting if: 
 
(i) the Board by resolution so decides; and 
(ii) the Chairman has explained at the beginning of the meeting (when open to the 

public) that the item will be raised for discussion and decision, why the item is not 
on the agenda, and why it cannot be delayed until a subsequent meeting. 

 
The Board may make a decision on a matter determined to be urgent. 
 
NOTE: Urgent business need not be dealt with now and may be delayed until later in 

the meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 

4 PRESENTATION 

Provision has been made on this Agenda for a representative from the New Zealand 
Police to update the Community Board on matters in the Massey Ward. 
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5 PUBLIC FORUM 

For guidance of Community Board Members, the Council’s Standing Orders have the 
following provisions in regard to Public Forum. 
 
(i) members of the public wishing to address the Board in Public Forum shall furnish 

their names to the Chairman at the beginning of the meeting; and 
(ii) the Chairman shall determine the order of speakers, and allow five minutes for 

speaking time; 
(iii) questions by members are to be confined to obtaining information or clarification 

on matters raised by the speaker. 
 
Section 46A(7A) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 
provides that no resolution, decision, or recommendation may be made in respect of any 
specific item of business not on the agenda except to refer the items to a subsequent 
meeting for further discussion.  Therefore, no decision may be made on matters raised in 
Public Forum.  However, written reports on matters raised may be requested from the 
Chief Executive Officer. 
 
 

 
 
 

6 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

The Long Term Council Community Plan and Annual Plan Committee has met over the 
past month, to discuss what should go out for public consultation.  One item that will be 
hotly debated, is that the inorganic rubbish collection could be a thing of the past.  The 
current collection costs $639,000 and is not included in the budget that will go out for 
consultation.  Two options Council are considering are a free voucher system for a boot 
full of rubbish or an 0900 number to ring to arrange to collect the rubbish from your home 
for a fee of $45.  It would be good for Board members to check such ideas out with their 
local residents.  Council needs to consider what services you buy for your rates.  The 
prospect of a 7.04% (Council controlled rate increase) rate rise could have people 
carefully considering the consultation document that Council puts out and the impact this 
will have on their family budgets. 
 
The other matter under careful consideration is the Royal Commission on Auckland 
Governance.  The Massey Community Board has an additional meeting on Monday 7 
April 2008 to discuss the matter with our community.  All sorts of alarmist stories about 
amalgamations are now being heard.  Representatives from Community Boards 
throughout the region met on Saturday, 8 March 2008 to discuss the issue here in 
Waitakere, while Board Member Allen Davies attended a meeting in Auckland City on 
Monday, 17 March 2008.  Clause 29 in the Royal Commission discussion paper may 
allay fears of amalgamation and Community Boards may become Borough Councils!  It is 
interesting to note that the Massey Ward has a population of 49,000 people which makes 
us the same size of Porirua City in the Wellington Region.  Papakura District Council has 
a population of 46,000 people. However, compared with cities in China, Waitakere City 
pales into insignificance in comparison.  Compared to other regions in New Zealand, 
Auckland is big.  By the time you read this report, the Resident and Ratepayer Groups 
from throughout our City will have all met to hear their Council plans. 
 
On Wednesday, 5 March 2008 there was a major Pacific Island Trade Expo at the Trust 
Stadium that I attended.  In Ranui on Saturday, 15 March 2008 at the Rugby League Club 
grounds, there was the Ranui Big Day Out with most of the stalls run by various social 
agencies.  One agency had us sitting in a 4 wheel drive and looking in the rear vision 
mirror to see if we could spot the cut out figures representing children at different 
distances from the back of the vehicle.  We concluded you could not see the figures at all.  
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While no longer in our Ward, Liston College held its annual Gala on Saturday, 15 
March2008 which I attended.  I believe many of the Liston College pupils reside in our 
Ward, and that the school should be recognised for its contribution to the education of the 
residents of the Massey Ward. 
 
On Sunday, 16 March 2008 the Trolley Derby was again held in Westgate Drive with 
large crowds in attendance.  The winning school was Taupaki (Millie Hawkins), with 
Riverhead achieving second and Sunderland achieving third.  The Auckland and Hibiscus 
Coast Car Clubs put on a demonstration motorkhana during the lunch break.  I strapped 
Deputy Mayor Penny Hulse into my car during the demonstration and we executed one of 
the motorkhana tests, ever decreasing circles.  It is fun, but expensive on tyres when you 
do the test on tar seal, and should only be tried when the event is run by a car club, under 
the sanction of Motorsport NZ, which the demonstrations were.  The photo was taken at a 
Car Club event in Alexander Park. 
 

 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Chairman’s Report be received. 

JG Riddell 
CHAIRMAN 
 
 

 
 
 

7 COMMITTEE SECRETARY’S REPORT 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that Massey Community Board resolves to: 

Receive the Committee Secretary’s Report. 

Approve the nomination of the Chairman, John Riddell or an alternate Community Board 
Member, to speak on the behalf of the Board at the meeting of the Finance and 
Operational Performance Committee to be held on Monday, 7 April 2008 in relation to the 
Community Assistance Funds Policy. 
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  Issue Comments Reporting  

Council Officer 

 1. Westpark Marina - 
Various Issues 

Community Board 
Requests 

3 April 2002 

Resolution No. 
660/2002 

10 November 2004 

Resolution No. 
1964/2004 

Council 

28 September 2005 

Resolution No. 
1825/2005 

Trailer Parking 

The design of the new boat trailer car 
park has been completed and 
consultation is occurring with 
neighbouring landowners.  It is 
anticipated that the car park will be 
completed in May 2008. 

Dredging Update 

Westpark Marina Limited is continuing 
to undertake dredging and advise that 
they are near completion of this 
financial years programme in 
accordance with their agreement with 
the Council. 

Fraser Henderson 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn: 8286 

 2. Herald Island Wharf 
Public Toilet 

Officer’s Report 

Resource and building consent 
applications have been lodged and are 
currently being processed.  Tenders 
were advertised in March 2008.  
Subject to consent approval and 
suitable tender physical works are 
expected to be undertaken in 
May/June 2008.. 

Ian Lamont 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn:  8303 

 3. Makora Car Park 
Development 

Officer’s Report 

This project is now completed. Andreas Lilley 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn: 8553 

 4. Triangle Park 
Playground Upgrade 

Officer’s Report 

Consents have been lodged and are 
currently being processed. 

Physical works will commence once 
consents have been obtained.  It is 
expected these works will commence 
in late April 2008. 

Tracey Hamilton 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn: 8969 

 5.  Taitapu Park 
Playground Upgrade 

Officer’s Report 

The playground upgrade at Marina 
View Reserve is now completed and 
the playground is now open for use. 

 

Tracey Hamilton 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn: 8969 

 6. Marina View Reserve 
Playground Upgrade 

Officer’s Report 

The playground upgrade at Marina 
View Reserve is now completed and 
the playgrounds is now open for use. 

 

Tracey Hamilton 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn: 8969 

 7. Riverpark Reserve 
Car Park Upgrade 

Officer’s Report 

The car park at Riverpark Reserve is 
being upgraded.  Works commenced in 
January 2008 and are expected to be 
completed by early April 2008.   

Andreas Lilley 
℡ 836 8000 
Ext:   8553 
 

 8. Moire Park Rat and 
Possum Control 

Officer’s Report 

This project is now completed and was 
a successful small project which 
exceeded expectations. 

Helen Biffin 
℡ 836 8000 
Ext:  8758 
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  Issue Comments Reporting  
Council Officer 

 9. Riverpark Reserve 
Footbridge Minor 
Upgrade Works 

Officer’s Report 

The Riverpark Reserve Footbridge is 
being upgraded in 2008.   

Consent applications have been 
lodged and are currently being 
processed.  Tenders are currently 
being evaluated and works are planned 
to commence in April 2008. 

Ian Lamont 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn:  8303 

 10. Realm Esplanade 
Footbridge Upgrade 

Officer’s Report 

The Realm Esplanade Footbridge 
upgrade has been deferred until late 
2008. Higher than expected 
construction costs have precluded this 
project being completed this financial 
year. 

Ian Lamont 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn:  8303 

 11. Sunline Park  
Footbridge Upgrade 
Officer’s Report 

The Sunline Park Footbridge is being 
upgraded in 2008.  Consent 
applications have been lodged and are 
currently being processed.  Tenders 
are currently being evaluated and 
physical works are planned to 
commence in April/May 2008. 

Ian Lamont 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn:  8303 

 12. Rush Creek Reserve  
Footbridge Minor 
Upgrade 
Officer’s Report 

The Rush Creek Reserve Footbridge is 
being upgraded in 2008.  Consent 
applications have been lodged and are 
currently being processed. Tenders 
have been received and are being 
evaluated.  Physical works are planned 
to be carried out in April/May 2008. 

Ian Lamont 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn:  8303 

 13. Community Board 
Minor Park Projects 
2007/2008 
Officer’s Report 

Herald Island Domain - Steps  

The steps to replace the steep path 
are programmed to be installed in 
April 2008. 

Gallony Park - Additional Play 
Facilities 

A building consent has been lodged 
and is currently being processed. 
Works are planned to commence in 
April 2008 once consent has been 
obtained. 

Gallony Park - Seat 

The seat will be installed at the same 
time as the play facilities. 

Katharine Slack 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn: 8779 
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  Issue Comments Reporting  
Council Officer 

 14. New Lease Request 
by Massey Athletic 
Club Incorporated  

 
Infrastructure and 
Works Committee 
 
5 March 2008 
 
Resolution No. 
216/2008 

The Massey Athletic Club 
Incorporated, requested a new lease 
for a term of five years with a right of 
renewal.  The  Infrastructure and 
Works Committee held on, 
Wednesday, 5 March 2008  resolved: 

"1. That the New Lease Request by 
The Massey Athletic Club 
Incorporated report be received. 

2.  That a lease to The Massey 
Athletic Club Incorporated, for a 
term of five years with a right of 
renewal for a further five years be 
approved. 

3.  That the Chief Executive Officer 
be given authority to negotiate 
and conclude a lease with The 
Massey Athletic Club 
Incorporated  on part of land 
known as Moire Park, Moire 
Road, Massey (Part Lot 109 
Deposited Plan 84781) under 
section 54 (1) (b) of the Reserves 
Act 1977 and that the lease be 
executed as negotiated." 

216/2008 
 

This is brought to the Massey 
Community Board for information. 

Margaret Groot 
℡ 836 8000 
Ext: 8776 

 15. Remuneration 
Authority 
Officer’s Report 

The Remuneration Authority has 
advised the Council that the Indicative 
Pool for 2008/2009 remains 
unchanged. The Council has therefore 
decided not to alter the current 
distribution.  The Community Boards 
are advised so that they can agree or 
disagree with the Council's decision.  
The Council's decision means that the 
remuneration payable to Community 
Board Chairmen and Members will 
remain unchanged for the period 1 July 
2008 to 30 Jun 2009.  If there is any 
disagreement the Community Board 
Chair can note it on the return to the 
Remuneration Authority or the 
Community Board can make a 
separate submission to the 
Remuneration Authority. 

Darryl Griffin 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn: 8712 
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  Issue Comments Reporting  
Council Officer 

A1-A6 16. Determination Report - 
Review the Control of 
Liquor in Public Places 
Bylaw 2003 
 
Planning and 
Regulatory Committee 
 
11 March 2008 
 
Resolution No. 
279/2008 

On Tuesday, 11 March 2008 the 
Planning and Regulatory Committee 
considered a report which concluded 
that Council has specific legal power to 
make a bylaw for liquor control 
purposes pursuant to Section 147 of 
the Local Government Act 2002.  It 
was resolved 

“1. That the determination report – 
Review of the Control of Liquor in 
Public Places Bylaw 2003 report 
be received. 

2. That the problem to be addressed 
is to reduce the incidence of 
disorderly behaviour and criminal 
offending in the city linked to 
alcohol possession and 
consumption in public places. 

3. That the most appropriate way of 
addressing the perceived problem 
is to extend the Control of Liquor 
in Public Places Bylaw 2003 to 
cover those parts of the City 
identified by the Police as 
particularly affected by the 
problem. 

4. That Council officers in 
consultation with the police 
prepare a draft bylaw Statement 
of Proposal and summary of 
information for consideration and 
discussion at a future Planning 
and Regulatory Committee 
meeting.” 

279/2008 

The report which was presented to 
the Planning and Regulatory 
Committee is attached at pages A1 
to A6 and a Council officer will 
attend each Community Board to 
answer any questions they may 
have on the issue. 

Roy Hunt 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn: 8400 
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  Issue Comments Reporting  
Council Officer 

 17. Community Wellbeing 
Fund Allocation 
2007/2008 
 
5 September 2007 
Massey Community 
Board 
Resolution No. 
3378/2007 

At its meeting on the 5 September 
2007, the Massey Community Board 
resolved the following: 

That a review is undertaken on the 
Community Wellbeing Fund Allocation 
2007/2008 regarding the low number of 
applications to the Massey Community 
Board and that this review includes a 
representative from the Community Board. 

3378/2007 
A workshop to discuss the review of 
the proposed Community Wellbeing 
Fund and the proposed Community 
Assistance Fund restructure was held 
following the meeting of the Finance 
and Operational Performance 
Committee (FOP) on Monday, 11 
February 2008, to address all funding 
issues. 
The Board is requested to nominate 
the Chairman of the Community Board 
to speak on behalf of the Board at the 
meeting of the Finance and 
Operational Performance Committee 
on Monday, 7 April 2008, in relation to 
the Community Assistance Funds 
Policy. 

Greta Buchanan 

℡ 836 8000 

Ext: 8150 

 
REPORTS PENDING 

Subject Date Requested Report Due Reporting Officer 

Marina View Drive, West 
Harbour - New Bus Stand 
Restriction 

July 2007 

Resolution No. 

2048/2007 

7 May 2008 Tony Miguel 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn: 8294 

Project Twin Streams  

Four Monthly Progress Report 

August 2005 

Resolution No. 
1468/2005 

Last updated  
30 January 2008 

7 May 2008 Tony Miguel 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn:  8294 

Simpson Road Development 

 

March 2008 

Resolution No. 

266/2008 

7 May 2008 Steven McKenzie 
℡ 836 8000 
Extn:  8177 

 
 
Report prepared by:  Desiree Tukutama, Committee Secretary. 
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8 DRAFT AUCKLAND REGIONAL PARKING STRATEGY AND PROPOSED 
WAITAKERE CITY PARKING PLAN 

GLOSSARY 
 
Auckland Regional Council   (ARC) 
Draft Auckland Regional Parking Strategy (Draft ARPS) 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this report is to inform the Massey Community Board of the opportunity 
for the Policy and Strategy Committee, at its meeting on Thursday, 8 May 2008, to 
consider a response to the Draft Auckland Regional Parking Strategy (Draft ARPS) and to 
outline a process for development of the Waitakere City Parking Plan.  Community 
Boards are invited to provide input to the Policy and Strategy Committee for inclusion in 
the proposed Council submission.  
 
Council officers have been participating in the development of the Draft ARPS and have 
also received the benefit of strategic parking advice from McCormick Rankin Cagney and 
Todd Litman.  A presentation will be provided at the Community Board meeting based on 
Todd Litman’s proposed strategic approach to parking. 
 
The Draft ARPS proposes changes to parking management in town centres in order to 
achieve more intensive development in town centres and to encourage greater use of 
passenger transport.   
 
It is proposed that Elected Members consider a proposed strategic approach to parking 
and involve key stakeholders in the development of a consultation draft of the Waitakere 
City Parking Plan and comprehensive parking management plans for New Lynn, 
Henderson, and Westgate-Massey North.  It is proposed that a consultation draft will be 
made available for written submissions and hearings, with a view to finalising proposed 
plans by the end of June 2008. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that the Massey Community Board resolves to: 

1. Receive the Draft Auckland Regional Parking Strategy and Proposed Waitakere 
Parking Plan report. 

Either: 
(a) Agree to make a submission to the Policy and Strategy Committee for 

inclusion in the Council submission to the Auckland Regional Council on 
the Draft Auckland Regional Parking Strategy based on the submission 
points noted in this report,  

Or 

(b) Agree not to make a submission to the Policy and Strategy Committee for 
inclusion in the Council submission to the Auckland Regional Council on 
the Draft Auckland Regional Parking Strategy based on the submission 
points noted in this report; 

2. Approve the Chairman of the Massey Community Board to sign off the final 
submission on the Draft Auckland Regional Parking Strategy. 
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3. Agree to support the development of the Waitakere City Parking Plan, and 
comprehensive parking management plans for New Lynn, Henderson and 
Westgate-Massey North, in accordance with the process outlined in the Agenda 
report. 

BACKGROUND 
 

Draft ARPS 
 

A7-A63 1. The Auckland Regional Council (ARC) has prepared the Draft ARPS, included in 
pages A7 to A63, as required by the Auckland Regional Land Transport Strategy 
2005, to provide guidance to the territorial authorities on parking in the region. The 
primary objective of the Draft ARPS is to encourage and facilitate the 
development and implementation of parking policies and measures across the 
region that complement and support the region’s sustainability, growth, economic 
development, and transport strategies.  The Draft ARPS aims to assist in the 
creation of an integrated transport network for the Auckland region through 
parking supply, management, pricing and control policies that: 
 
• Support plans for land use intensification around selected mixed use high 

density centres and corridors; 
• Encourage travel behaviour changes for a more sustainable, less car-use 

intensive future; 
• Integrate parking supply and management and implementation actions with 

planned improvements to the public transport system; 
• Support increased travel by public transport and active modes, 
• Make better use of existing parking resources; 
• Achieve consistency in district plan rules and standards for parking provision 

and operation among equivalent developments and centres throughout the 
region; and 

• Contribute to improved urban design, particularly in high density centres and 
corridors. 

 
2. The Draft ARPS recognises that parking management is an important travel 

demand management mechanism that can have a significant influence on 
reducing car use, thereby reducing traffic congestion and achieving a more 
sustainable region.  The Draft ARPS provides an appropriate range of approaches 
to parking at the regional level, with a mix of policies and actions.  These are not 
binding on other organisations as the Auckland Regional Parking Strategy will not 
be a statutory document. 

 
3. The Draft ARPS provides ten policy directions, as follows: 

 
• Linking district plan parking standards to passenger transport accessibility; 
• Giving priority to short stay parking; 
• Supporting land use intensification; 
• Reducing parking provision in high density residential developments; 
• Controlling public long stay/commuter parking provision in buildings and lots; 
• Providing regional guidance on parking on arterials; 
• Preparing comprehensive parking management plans for centres; 
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• Preparing a regional plan for implementation of park and ride facilities; 
• Providing public parking facilities that encourage alternatives to the single 

occupant car; 
• Communicating the need for change. 

 
4. The ARC will be inviting submissions on the Draft ARPS over a three month 

period to June 2008. 
 
5. Policy 7 of the Draft ARPS would require territorial authorities in the Auckland 

region to prepare comprehensive parking management plans for centres served 
by passenger transport.  In anticipation of this requirement, officers have 
commissioned consultants to provide: 
 
• Strategic Parking Advice analysing strategic options for parking in Waitakere; 

and 
• A comprehensive Waitakere Parking Study identifying ways of implementing a 

strategic approach to parking in Waitakere.  This includes comprehensive 
parking management plans for Henderson, New Lynn and Westgate-Massey 
North, and general guidance in relation to other centres and growth corridors. 

 
Strategic Parking Advice 

 
6. A Strategic Parking Advice report has been prepared by McCormick Rankin 

Cagney, in association with Todd Litman from the Victoria Transport Policy 
Institute, British Columbia, Canada.  Todd Litman visited Waitakere in February 
and made presentations to elected members and staff at Waitakere and to the 
region.  Todd’s power point slides and video footage of his presentations have 
been made available to Elected Members. A brief presentation based on Todd 
Litman’s proposed strategic approach to parking will be given at the Policy and 
Strategy Committee meeting. 
 

7. The following are key messages from Todd Litman’s presentation: 
 
• As Waitakere grows and develops, the costs associated with meeting 

minimum parking requirements in its town centres and growth areas will 
escalate and impede efficient land use development; 

• A more flexible approach to parking is required in town centres and growth 
corridors in order to achieve the intensive development that the Council is 
seeking; 

• A comprehensive planning approach to parking, rather than a pure reductionist 
approach, is more likely to achieve better outcomes from a transport, land use, 
economic, social and environmental perspective; 

• There are a range of regulatory and non-regulatory tools that can be effective 
in making efficient use of available parking and to reduce the demand for 
additional parking; 

• The introduction of parking maximums to replace parking minimums in town 
centres and growth corridors is an important part of that comprehensive 
planning approach to parking; 

• A discretionary option should be provided for developments needing more on-
site parking than that permitted by parking maximums, with the onus placed on 
the developer to justify demand for additional parking; 
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• The benefits of a comprehensive planning approach to parking include 
opportunities for affordable housing, better opportunities for urban 
development, more walkable communities, greater travel choices, more 
passenger transport use, more attractive landscapes, and better motorist 
convenience. 

 
8. Todd Litman outlined a number of parking management principles: 
 

• Consumer choice - people should have viable parking and travel options; 
• User information - motorists should have information on their parking and 

travel options; 
• Sharing - parking facilities should serve multiple users and destinations; 
• Efficient utilisation - parking facilities should be sized and managed so spaces 

are frequently occupied; 
• Flexibility - parking plans should accommodate uncertainty and change; 
• Prioritisation - the most desirable spaces should be managed to favour higher-

priority uses; 
• Peak management - special efforts should be made to deal with peak-

demand; 
• Quality vs. quantity - parking facility convenience, comfort and aesthetics 

should be considered as important as quantity; 
• Comprehensive analysis - all significant costs and benefits should be 

considered in parking planning. 
 
Waitakere Parking Study 
 

9. ARRB Group Limited of Perth, Australia, in conjunction with Transport Planning 
Solutions of Auckland, has been commissioned to develop a detailed parking plan 
identifying how to implement a strategic approach to parking in Waitakere.  This 
includes comprehensive parking management plans for Henderson, New Lynn 
and Westgate-Massey North, and general guidance in relation to other centres 
and growth corridors. This work is expected to be completed by 30 June 2008. 
 
Waitakere District Plan 
 

10. For many years Waitakere’s District Plan Rules set minimum standards for 
parking.  Parking surveys undertaken from 2004 to 2008 indicate that these 
standards have resulted in an over-supply of parking in Henderson and New Lynn.  
The Council has initiated changes to District Plan rules in parts of New Lynn and 
Westgate-Massey North to either remove minimum standards or replace them 
with maximum standards.  These steps are consistent with the approach 
suggested in the Draft ARPS and the strategic approach suggested by Todd 
Litman.  The District Plan Rules have yet to be changed in relation to Henderson. 

 
Local Government Funding Arrangements 

 
11. The report of the Independent Inquiry into Rates is supportive of full cost recovery 

through user charges, where applicable.  No Magic Answers, the analysis of this 
report and its implications, undertaken by Local Government New Zealand and 
SOLGM (Society of Local Government Managers) indicates that if the Inquiry’s 
recommendations are adopted more of the financial burden in metropolitan 
councils will shift from commercial ratepayers to residential ratepayers. This 
reinforces the importance of identifying alternative revenue streams, such as 
parking. 
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DECISION MAKING 
 
Issues 
 
12. The issues for decision making relate to proposed submissions on the Draft ARPS 

and the proposed process for developing the Waitakere City Parking Plan.   
 
Options identified 
 

Submission on Draft ARPS 
 
13. It is proposed that the Draft ARPS receives support in principle, subject to the 

following specific submissions, because it is consistent with the parking policies in 
the Auckland Regional Land Transport Strategy 2005, and aims to support the 
Regional Growth Strategy, and to support the region’s achievement of outcomes 
for public transport, active modes, travel demand management and managing the 
supply of parking in the region’s centres. 

 
A64  14. The Draft ARPS proposes parking maximums at town centres that are served by 

passenger transport. The Draft ARPS advocates for the level of the parking 
maximum to be set in relation to a passenger transport accessibility index, with 
automatic adjustment of the standards as passenger transport levels change.  
Officers consider that access to passenger transport is one of many factors which 
should affect the maximum level of parking.  Todd Litman has identified a range of 
factors, attached to this agenda at page A64, which affect the demand for parking 
and hence the appropriate amount of parking to be provided.  There is a risk of 
legal challenge if a proposed District Plan change automatically sets the parking 
level according to a passenger transport accessibility index, because there are 
other factors affecting the supply of parking.  Policies intended to support District 
Plan changes in the region need to be well founded.  It would be unusual to have 
automatic adjustment of standards based on an accessibility index.  The 
accessibility index should be an important factor but not the only one.   

 
15. The Draft ARPS appears to primarily relate to car parking in town centres and 

corridors.  The final version of the Auckland Regional Parking Strategy should 
either be explicit about this focus or provide additional guidance in relation to cycle 
parking, truck parking and parking outside town centres and corridors. For 
example, the Auckland Regional Parking Strategy could encourage minimum 
requirements for cycle facilities for new developments in town centres.   

 
16. The Auckland Regional Parking Strategy could identify steps that could be taken 

at the national level such as review of fringe benefit tax rules regarding parking, 
and funding assistance for bicycle parks and park and ride facilities. 

 
17. The policy context should include reference to the Updated New Zealand 

Transport Strategy and the economic development outcomes sought at the local 
and regional levels. 

 
18. The Draft ARPS indicates that new park and rides “…should not be located 

adjacent to stations or interchanges in centres where transport oriented 
development is planned unless the parking is viewed as an interim use retaining 
the land for future (high density) development.” 
 
The Draft ARPS would be more meaningful if a more comprehensive approach to 
park and rides is provided regarding the appropriate size and location of park and 
ride facilities in the region and a policy about paid parking at park and ride 
facilities. 
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19. Based on the approach in Brisbane, and various North American centres there is 
an argument in favour of continuing to include park and rides at transit oriented 
developments, provided they are located on the periphery, so that park and ride 
commuters would be encouraged to support retail and other uses at the centre 
and thereby add critical mass. The Draft ARPS does not make this distinction, and 
discourages park and rides at transit oriented developments, except as an interim 
measure, pending high density re-development of the park and ride site. 

 
20. However, guidelines are required as to where it is appropriate to locate park and 

ride facilities.  The park and ride facility at Orakei, which is in relative close 
proximity to the Auckland Central Business District (CBD) is located at a 
congested place and is one stop away from Britomart.  Size and neighbouring 
land use are considerations that need to be included in criteria for siting new park 
and rides, particularly where these are intended to be permanent in nature. 

 
21. Park and ride facilities should be targeted at commuters who don’t having other 

means of accessing train stations or bus interchanges (i.e. walking, cycling or 
local buses).  The introduction of integrated public transport ticketing will greatly 
assist in reducing demand for park and ride facilities by facilitating increased uses 
of local buses to connect to rail and longer distance buses. 

 
22. Provision should be made to distinguish between short term and long term park 

and ride facilities and the need to restrict usage to bona fide park and ride users.   
There are examples of park and ride facilities being shared with other users and 
this can create tension, for example, at the Half Moon Bay ferry terminal where 
the same parking is used by boat owners. 

 
23. Consideration should be given to charging for use of park and ride facilities with 

mechanism to provide unpaid parking to the disabled, car poolers and those 
residing in rural areas without access to connecting local buses. 

 
24. Inconsistencies in funding mechanisms for park and ride facilities between bus, 

rail and ferry park and ride facilities need to be addressed.  Likewise, the issue of 
catchments for park and ride facilities overlapping Territorial Authority boundaries 
needs to be addressed, for example, park and ride facilities at the proposed 
Hobsonville ferry terminal. 

 
25. Clarification and consistency is required in respect of references to on-street 

parking on arterial roads.  There can be sound circumstances for retaining or 
introducing on-street parking on an arterial road: parking can act as a traffic 
calming measure in people orientated development corridors such as the planned 
Hobsonville corridor. The Draft ARPS recognises this, but also argues for long 
term goals of reducing parking in corridors. 

 
Process for developing the Waitakere City Parking Plan 

 
26. The options for developing the Waitakere City Parking Plan relate to the extent to 

which key stakeholders are involved in the development stage or whether a draft 
is produced for all stakeholders to make a submission on.  There is also an option 
of whether or not stakeholders should have the right to be heard in hearings. 

 
Assessment of Options 
 
27. The proposed submissions on the Draft ARPS have been assessed in relation to 

the proposed strategic approach to parking in Waitakere by the Council’s officers 
based on advice from consultants and also the existing Waitakere City Transport 
Strategy.   
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28. The involvement of key stakeholders in the development stage of the Waitakere 
City Parking Plan and comprehensive parking management plans for the town 
centres would take more time and cost, but is likely to result in a greater 
understanding and support for changes to parking arrangements.  Formal 
hearings of submissions on draft plans would require additional time (one to two 
days) for elected members and staff, but would create a greater understanding of 
stakeholders’ views. 

 
Consideration of Community Views 
 
29. The ARC has developed the Draft ARPS through an iterative process of 

interaction with officers from all the Territorial Authorities in the region and the 
Auckland Regional Transport Authority. Other stakeholders and the public will be 
invited to make formal submissions to the ARC on the Draft ARPS. 

 
30. In respect of the proposed Waitakere City Parking Plan, and the comprehensive 

parking management plans for New Lynn, Henderson and Westgate-Massey 
North, it is proposed that the public is informed about the process for development 
of these plans and is given an opportunity to present their views informally or 
through the formal submission process.    

 
31. The terms of reference for procurement of consultants’ advice were developed in 

consultation with a broad cross section of Council officers whose areas of 
expertise may be affected by changes in parking policy.  A similar process has 
been and will be used to review consultants draft reports.   

 
Communications Plan 

 
32. The ARC is responsible for communications in respect of the Draft ARPS.  To this 

purpose the ARC’s Transport and Urban Development Committee adopted a 
communications plan on 12 March 2008. 

 
33. A communications plan will be developed in relation to the proposed Waitakere 

City Parking Plan and the comprehensive parking management plans for New 
Lynn, Henderson and Westgate-Massey North.  Communications with key 
stakeholders is expected to be an important component of the proposed 
Waitakere City Parking Plan so that there is an understanding and willingness to 
provide an appropriate amount of parking for future developments. 

 
STRATEGIC CONTEXT 
 
34. The parking policies in the Auckland Regional Land Transport Strategy 2005 were 

adopted in the Waitakere City Transport Strategy 2006-2016.  Additional policy 
guidance on parking includes: 
 
• A range of measures is required to respond to demand for parking, particularly 

in the main town centres, including restricted time parking, improved 
passenger transport, paid parking in the Council’s off-street car parks and car 
park buildings; 

• A commitment to reducing the effects of traffic and a limit on the provision of 
parking to achieve this; 

• Road users need to bear the costs of travel, including parking; 
• Provision of park and ride area near to selected rail, bus and ferry stations, 

with a high standard of safety and security. 
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35. There are a number of strategic platforms that are affected by parking, including 
the following: 
 
Integrated Transport and Communication:  Te Whakaurunga Waka Te Whakawhiti 
korero 
Parking directly affects access by motor vehicle and also the level of traffic 
attracted to a centre. 
 
Strong innovative economy, He tupuranga kaha ihi wana 
Parking is a critical factor for movement of goods, delivery of services and 
business travel in Waitakere and across the region.  Parking is also a critical 
factor in terms of the cost and location of development. 
 
Strong Communities, He iwi kaha 
Parking affects access by motor vehicles and also other modes.  Parking has an 
impact on affordable housing, the intensification that can be achieved in town 
centres and growth corridors, and the safety and amenity at these places.  
 
Urban and rural villages, Nga kainga taone, tuawhenua 
Parking has a key role in the delivery of the vision for thriving, people oriented 
town centres. 
 
Sustainable energy and clean air, He kaha motuhake.  He hau ora pai 
Parking has an important impact on traffic levels and associated fuel use and 
emissions.  The effects vary depending on the level of traffic that arises from an 
expansionary or travel demand management approach adopted in the Auckland 
region. 
 

Preferred Option 
 
36. It is proposed that the Council make a formal submission on the Draft ARPS in 

accordance with the options outlined in the Agenda report. 
 
37. It is proposed that key stakeholders are involved in the development of the 

Waitakere City Parking Plan and comprehensive parking management plans for 
New Lynn, Henderson and Westgate-Massey North and that hearings are 
conducted in relation to submissions. 

 
38. It is proposed that the general timetable for developing the Waitakere City Parking 

Plan and comprehensive parking management plans for New Lynn, Henderson 
and Westgate-Massey North is as follows: 
 
March to June 2008  Receive consultants’ advice 
July / August 2008   Elected members’ workshop to consider advice and 

materials for key stakeholders 
September / October 2008 Key stakeholders’ workshops and focus group 

meetings 
November 2008  Policy and Strategy Committee approves draft plans 

for consultation 
December / January 2009 Draft plans published 
February / March 2009 Written submissions received 
April 2009   Hearings held 
May 2009   Policy and Strategy Committee approves final plans 
June 2009   Final plans published 
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CONSULTATION 
 
39. The ARC has involved staff from the territorial authorities and the Auckland 

Regional Transport Authority in the development of the Draft ARPS.  The ARC will 
conduct a consultation process with the public on the Draft ARPS over a three 
month period. 

 
40. Council officers input has been obtained in relation to key issues such as parking 

maximums over a number of years.  The consultants engaged to assist in the 
development of the Waitakere City Parking Plan have obtained input from staff 
across the council.  Consultation with stakeholders will be required in respect of 
the Waitakere City Parking Plan. 

 
RESOURCES 
 
41. No additional resources, other than officer’s time, will be required to prepare the 

final submission to the ARC in respect of the Draft ARPS. 
 
42. Sufficient resources are currently available to obtain expert advice to guide 

development of the Waitakere City Parking Plan and comprehensive parking 
management plans for New Lynn, Henderson and Westgate-Massey North.  A 
budget of $25,000 is proposed in 2008/2009 for publication of these plans and 
consultation with stakeholders. 

 
IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES 
 
43. A comprehensive planning approach to parking and implementing the proposed 

parking plans would require additional resources within the Council in terms of 
staff and budgets.  Consideration of the resources required for implementation 
would need to be considered as part of the Long Term Council Community Plan 
process.  There are opportunities to involve the community in some parts of 
management though travel management associations which have been 
successfully used in centres overseas.  Revenue generated from parking 
enforcement and paid parking is a potential revenue source that could be 
expected to cover the parking management costs and also provide surplus 
revenue for reinvestment back into the town centres and growth corridors. 

 
44. Proposed changes to parking arrangements, particularly regulatory and pricing 

changes, are likely to attract a lot of scrutiny from sections of the public.  It will be 
important for the public to understand the reasons for any changes and be 
involved in the process of making these changes in order to achieve effective 
implementation.  

 
Report prepared by:  Charlie Inggs, Strategic Adviser: Transport. 
 

 
 

9 WESTPARK DRIVE, WEST HARBOUR - SPEED ISSUES 

GLOSSARY 
 
Local Area Traffic Management (LATM) 
Kilometre per hour (kph) 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise the Massey Community Board of the investigation 
results of speeding issues in Westpark Drive, West Harbour. 
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The assessment of Westpark Drive was completed using Council’s slow street guidelines 
and policy indicating that Westpark Drive does not produce a high score to warrant a 
Local Area Traffic Management (LATM) treatment.  Therefore, the Council is unable to 
progress the application and include this road in slow street future programmes. 
 
This report is presented for information only and no decision from the Board is sought. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Massey Community Board resolves to: 

Receive the Westpark Drive, West Harbour - Speed Issues report. 

BACKGROUND 
 
1. At the Public Forum of the Massey Community Board meeting held on 30 January 

2008 local residents raised the issue of boy racers in Westpark Drive, West 
Harbour.   
 

2. At that meeting, the Massey Community Board resolved as follows: 
 

“That the Chief Executive Officer be requested to bring back an 
assessment report investigating solutions for the Westpark Drive, West 
Harbour boy racer issues to the Massey Community Board.” 

16/2008 
 
DECISION MAKING 
 
Issues 
 
3. Council officers have investigated the request for a slow street in Westpark Drive 

and assessed the application against the adopted Waitakere City Council 
Guidelines for an LATM.  Council officers considered many criteria involving; 
accident history (past five years), the measured traffic speed (seven day survey), 
traffic volume (seven day survey), percentage of heavy vehicles using the street, 
road geometry, length of road and road hierarchy (local, collector, arterial, etc) to 
assess the slow street application.   

 
4. Westpark Drive is classified as a local road in the Waitakere District Plan. It runs 

between Hobsonville Road and Marina View Drive.  A traffic survey was done 
outside number 19 Westpark Drive in February 2007.  The survey was done for 24 
hours and carried out over a week.  The traffic count shows an average daily 
traffic volume of 2,269 daily movement.  The 85th percentile speed counted in 
February 2007 was 59 and 60 kilometres per hour (kph) travelling north bound 
and south bound directions respectively, i.e., 85% of the motorists travelled at a 
speed less than, or equal to 60 kph over a period of seven days. 

 
5. As part of the investigation, a search of reported accident history for Westpark 

Drive revealed that there were only two non injury accidents (excluding its 
intersections with Hobsonville Road and Marina View Drive) in the last five year 
period between 2002 and 2008.  It is entirely possible that one or more unreported 
accidents have occurred on the street.  

 
Options Identified 
 
6. No options considered as Westpark Drive, West Harbour is not warranted for slow 

street treatment. 
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Consideration of Community Views 
 
7. Speed is a common problem around the City.  The Council’s current slow street 

priority list has 12 sites and some of these sites have been on the list for more 
than five years.  The Council’s slow street programme priority list will take 
approximately more than four years to complete.  These sites have more speed 
related problems than Westpark Drive.   

 
STRATEGIC CONTEXT 
 
8. The Council’s ‘Integrated Transport and Communication’ platform provides the 

strategic context for this report.  The vision is for public transport and 
communications systems that provide fast, effective services, and for City travel 
facilitated by integrated, environmentally-responsible and innovative design, with a 
focus on meeting the essential needs of all, for access, communication, and 
safety.   

 
9. The implementation of slow street treatment focuses on addressing speed related 

safety problems and providing a more pedestrian friendly environment.  However 
implementing slow street has some negative consequences including impeding 
response times for emergency vehicles and reducing ride comfort for vehicle 
occupants including public transport.   

 
CONSULTATION 
 
10. No consultation was required. 
 
RESOURCES 
 
11. No resources are required, other than staff time. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES 
 
12. There are no implementation issues as this is an information only report. 
 
Report prepared by:  Sreekanth Vidhyadharan, Transport Engineer, Planning and Design. 
 
 

 
 
 

10 KEEP WAITAKERE BEAUTIFUL TRUST 2008 ‘TREES FOR BABIES’ PLANTING 
PROGRAMME 

GLOSSARY 
 
Keep Waitakere Beautiful Trust (KWBT) 
Trees for Babies   (TFB) 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this report is to secure approval of a park for this year’s annual Trees for 
Babies (TFB) community planting day in the Massey Ward, and to request the nomination 
of a representative from the Community Board to speak on the day. 
 
The park option recommended for TFB for 2008 has been selected based on their 
suitability for a TFB event following consultation with the Keep Waitakere Beautiful Trust 
(KWBT) Board and Waitakere City Council Parks officers.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that the Massey Community Board resolves to: 

1. Receive the Keep Waitakere Beautiful Trust 2008 ‘Trees for Babies’ Planting 
Programme report. 

2. Approve Picasso Reserve as the confirmed venue for the 2008 ‘Trees for Babies’ 
event in the Waitakere Ward. 

3. Approve the Chairman of the Massey Community Board to determine an 
alternate option at the recommendation of the Keep Waitakere Beautiful Trust, if 
Picasso Reserve raises significant issues with the local community. 

4. Approve the nomination of a representative from the Massey Community Board 
to speak at the 2008 ‘Trees for Babies’ event. 

BACKGROUND 
 
1. TFB is an annual community event to celebrate babies born in Waitakere.  Trees 

have been planted by the community in one reserve in each of the four wards as 
part of a KWBT, Plunket and Council project for the past 13 years.  This is a 
popular community event with approximately 100 trees planted in each reserve 
each year. 

 
2. Park sites for the TFB event are assessed according to the following range of 

issues:   
 
• The parks suitability to accommodate a large area of planting; 
• Proximity to a school, kindergarten or playground; 
• Good access to the park; 
• Amenity of the site (i.e. is it a nice park to be in?); 
• Level of use and visibility to the community. 

 
DECISION MAKING 
 
Issues 
 
3. The TFB event for the Massey Ward will take place on Saturday, 10 May 2008 

from 11:00am to 1:00pm. The event will be community focused with family 
orientated activities and guest speakers.  A Community Board Member is 
requested to speak at the event. 

 
4. A Community Board representative on the KWBT Board and/or the KWBT 

Programme Manager will be present at the Community Board meeting to answer 
any questions there may be regarding the event. 

 
Options Identified 
 
5. Massey Community Board requested consideration of Picasso Reserve for the 

2008 TFB.  In addition Hobsonville Memorial was requested for consideration. 
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Assessment of Options 
 
6. Following site visits to the parks, the following assessments of the short listed 

sites provides details which have determined the proposed preferred option: 
 
Option Advantages Disadvantages 
Picasso 
Reserve 

• Good existing amenity 
• There is space for additional 

planting 

• Already well planted. 

Hobsonville 
Memorial 

• Large open site that could 
accommodate additional 
planting. 

• Not suitable this year due to 
possible impacts on the reserve 
(currently unknown) linked with 
the Hobsonville village 
development proposals currently 
being progressed by Council. 

 
7. Based on the above evaluation, Picasso Reserve is considered the preferred 

option. 
 
Consideration of Community Views 
 
8. There has been continued community support for the TFB annual planting 

programme, as highlighted through the numbers of residents taking part in the 
event each year and taking an active ongoing interest in the progress of their 
trees.  There continues to be a demand from the community for TFB opportunities 
with Waitakere. 

 
9. TFB is now in its 13th year, evidence of both the popularity of this event, and the 

ongoing long term partnership between the KWBT and Council.   
 
STRATEGIC CONTEXT 
 
10. TFB is an active reflection of the Strong Communities platform, as well as the 

Green Network platform, within the Long Term Council Community Plan. TFB 
exists because both parties recognise the long-term value in establishing 
community ownership, and participation in community-based environmental 
initiatives.  TFB also adds to the Green Network, providing habitat and "highways" 
for wildlife and enhanced recreational areas for people.  

 
Preferred Option 
 
11. The preferred option for the Massey Ward 2008 TFB is Picasso Reserve. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
12. Community Boards were asked to submit possible sites for the 2008 TFB.  From 

the list of sites gathered and from other options put forward by Council staff and 
the KWBT Board, a shortlist of suitable sites was selected.   

 
13. Consultation with the local community adjacent to the proposed TFB sites has yet 

to occur.  It is proposed that this consultation will occur after the preferred site is 
chosen.  

 
14. Community Boards have previously commented that they would like more details 

on the proposed planting sites and the impact on the chosen reserve.  As such, 
parks are assisting KWB by now producing planting plans for all the preferred TFB 
sites for use in consultation with the Community Board and local residents and to 
ensure implementation of the planting in the best location within the reserve and 
with the most appropriate mix of tree species. 
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15. A detailed planting plan showing the TFB site within the nominated park will be 
presented at this meeting.  This planting plan will provide the details to undertake 
consultation with the local community to ensure there are no issues with the 
proposed planting location from a community perspective.  

 
16. Past community consultation on possible sites has only rarely resulted in objection 

from the community.  The planting plan will allow for amendments to be made 
based on community consultation that should address most of the issues related 
to tree size, location, and shading that have in the past been the key issues with 
the proposed TFB planting sites. 

 
17. If any objection to the proposed site becomes evident during this consultation 

process, then it is proposed that another option is identified by KWBT and brought 
to the Massey Community Board Chair for approval.   

 
RESOURCES 
 
18. Funding for TFB has been approved through the 2007/2008 Annual Plan 

($20,500) and is one of the key programmes funded by Council through the 
KWBT.   

 
IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES 
 
19. All the implementation of the TFB planting programme is undertaken by KWBT.  

Planting is carried out according to the Council’s Code of Practice specifications 
and is supervised by suitably qualified experts.   

 
20. As has been put in place in previous years, an under planting of low shrubs will be 

put in place to minimise maintenance and weed invasion issues with the TFB site.   
 
21. Once the TFB site has been planted and the asset information passed on to parks 

from KWBT, the maintenance of that planting is then carried out by Council’s 
parks section through a landscape maintenance contract. 

 
Report prepared by:  Renee Davies, Service Manager Parks Planning and Kevin Healy, 
Programme Manager, Keep Waitakere Beautiful Trust. 
 

 
 
 

11 RANUI RAIL STABLING PROJECT 

GLOSSARY 
 
Auckland Regional Transport Authority  (ARTA) 
Outline Plan of Works     (OPW) 
Resource Management Act 1991   (RMA) 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Auckland Regional Transport Authority (ARTA) is planning to construct a rail stabling 
facility in the vicinity of the Paremuka Reserve, Henderson. This facility is to store and 
clean the interiors of up to 11 trains overnight close to where they enter service in the 
morning. This will significantly reduce rail operating costs and unnecessary dead-running 
of trains. It is an essential pre-requisite for the planned introduction of 10-minute peak 
train frequencies in 2010 and to allow six-car trains to be introduced on the western line 
to cope with heavy peak demand.  
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Members of the Ranui and Western Heights communities, along with some Elected 
Members, have raised concerns about the location and impacts of the planned facility. A 
delegation of residents presented their concerns at a joint section of the Henderson and 
Massey Community Boards held on Wednesday, 5 March 2008.  
 
The Massey Community Board resolved as follows: 
 

“That the Chief Executive Officer be requested to bring back an urgent report 
to the Massey and Henderson Community Board’s April meetings, investigating 
the circumstances under which the site of the proposed rail maintenance depot 
at Paremuka Reserve, opposite Hilwell Drive, was selected” 

268/2008 
 
Council officers have discussed these concerns with ARTA and this report details the 
advice provided by ARTA on these issues.  
 
ARTA will make a presentation on the project to the Board at the meeting and will be 
available to answer questions from board members.  
 
This report is for the Community Board’s information only as the project lies within the 
designated rail corridor. The final decision on any request for conditions on the Outline 
Plan of Works (OPW) for the projects falls with the regulatory arm of the Council. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Massey Community Board resolves to: 

Receive the Ranui Rail Stabling Project report. 

BACKGROUND 
 
1. In any urban rail network, there is a requirement that trains be stored overnight 

and cleaned between the time when the train comes out of service in the evening 
and when it next re-enters service. In order to maximise operational efficiency and 
to reduce dead-running of trains, it is highly desirable to have train stabling 
facilities as close as possible to the point that trains enter service in the morning. 
At present, trains are stored at Westfield and Papakura overnight.  

 
2. The following rolling stock expansion for the Auckland urban rail fleet is currently 

taking place: Five existing three-car trains are being lengthened to four-car trains; 
three new four-car trains and six new six-car trains are being refurbished from 
former British Mark II bodies. However, there is no overnight stabling space 
available for these newly refurbished trains when they enter service. 

 
3. ARTA is most of the way through a distributed stabling project to provide stabling 

facilities for these trains to position trains optimally on the urban rail network. 
ARTA has identified stabling sites at Pukekohe, Papakura, Tamaki Drive and 
Ranui as well as the existing train stabling facility at Wesfield.  

 
4. The stabling site at Ranui is required to store trains that will go in to service at 

Swanson, Waitakere and Helensville. At present these trains move to and from 
Westfield and their respective start and finish points either very late in the evening 
or from 4am in the morning. With the establishment of the Ranui stabling site, this 
out-of-service positioning of trains will no longer be required.  
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5. The stabling site is also required to enable six-car trains to operate on the western 
rail line to address train overcrowding issues.  Staff travelling by train to work 
report that existing trains starting at Waitakere in the morning peak now have 
standing room only from Ranui Station. ARTA is planning to introduce six-car 
trains on the western line first as the double-tracking project means that all 
stations in Waitakere (except Waitakere Station) will have platform lengths able to 
accommodate these trains.  

 
6. If the Ranui rail stabling site were not to be established, ARTA would simply not 

be able to implement 10-minute peak train frequencies on the western line from 
2010, nor would be able to operate six-car trains on the western line to address 
current train overcrowding and future increases in demand generated by the 
completion of double-tracking and the New Lynn rail trench project. This is 
because there would be nowhere to store the trains needed for these service 
improvements. This would not optimally exploit the benefits of the Government’s 
$600 million investment in upgrading the Auckland urban rail network, nor ARTA’s 
heavy investments in rolling stock and more frequent train services. 

 
DECISION MAKING 
 
7. The Ranui rail stabling project is, apart from one site being acquired by 

ONTRACK for access, entirely within the designated rail corridor. This means that 
no resource consent process is required for the project, apart from for the site 
required for access. However, an OPW must be lodged with the Council, outlining 
the proposed works and detailing measures to remedy, mitigate or avoid any 
adverse environmental effects. As ONTRACK is the requiring authority under the 
Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) for the western rail line designation, it is 
ONTRACK that will be submitting the OPW to the Council on ARTA’s behalf. 
ARTA has advised the Council that it is intended that ONTRACK will submit the 
OPW in the first half of April.  

 
8. The RMA gives the Council 20 working days to process an OPW with the ability to 

request conditions of the requiring authority. However, there is no obligation on 
the requiring authority, in this case ONTRACK, to accept any conditions 
requested. If ONTRACK were to refuse to accept any (or all) conditions requested 
by the Council, the Council’s only legal recourse would be to appeal to the 
Environment Court. This would put the Council in the unusual position of having to 
appeal its own conditions in an attempt to make them legally enforceable. There is 
a major risk of delay with this option, which could well threaten the ability to be 
able to provide the train services needed to meet the growing passenger demand 
on the western line.  

 
9. Previous experience with OPWs submitted to the Council by ONTRACK and 

ARTA is that those agencies treat any conditions requested by the Council and 
agreed by themselves to have the same effect as it they were a condition of a 
resource consent. This includes remedying any non-compliance with OPW 
conditions identified by the Council’s environmental monitoring staff.  

 
10. While the RMA provides a very tight 20-day timetable for processing OPWs, 

experience with other local authorities is that ONTRACK and ARTA will seek to 
reach agreement with councils on conditions, even if this means agreeing to 
extensions in the processing time or even resubmitting OPWs to address 
concerns raised.  
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11. There have been discussions with the Council’s resource consents staff to alert 
them that an OPW for this project is soon to be submitted and to alert them to 
concerns that have been raised about the project. However, the final decision on 
any conditions that may be requested in the OPW is a matter for the regulatory 
arm of the Council to take.  

 
Issues 
 
12. Concerns raised by members of the community and some Elected Members 

relate to the use of the site for other than the stated purpose; visual; noise and 
lighting impacts. As well, the process gone through to select the site has been 
questioned. A discussion on the site selection process is contained in the “options 
identified” and “assessment of options” sections of this report. 

 
13. Concern has been expressed that the site might be used for train maintenance or 

to repair disabled trains. ARTA has advised that the site is intended exclusively for 
the overnight storage and interior cleaning of trains. The only building on site will 
provide train crew facilities, including toilets, a kitchen and a mess area. ARTA 
acknowledges that disabled trains may be towed to this area in order to clear any 
line blockages as quickly as possible. However, disabled trains would later be 
towed to Westfield, which is the only location on the Auckland rail network able to 
carry out train maintenance.  

 
14. Noise impacts are a significant potential impact of this project. This is because 

trains generally come out of service in the evening and re-enter service early in 
the morning. The Auckland rail network is currently operated by diesel traction. 
Diesel locomotives and diesel multiple units need to be started up and to idle for 
15 minutes in order to charge the air brake reservoirs. This is absolutely essential 
for safe train operation. Once the urban rail network is electrified, currently set 
down for completion in 2013, this issue will be much reduced as diesel trains will 
only be required for services to and from Waitakere and Helensville, beyond the 
end of the electrified network at Swanson. In order to address the noise issues, a 
Noise Management Plan will be submitted to the Council, based on similar plans 
filed with Papakura and Franklin district councils for train stabling facilities in 
Papakura and Pukekohe respectively. The Noise Management Plan will seek to 
ensure that  standards for decibel levels beyond the boundary of the rail corridor 
are not exceeded. These levels are lower at late evening and early morning hours 
when trains will be starting up. Note that there is often an additional buffer 
between the rail corridor boundary and sensitive noise receivers such as 
residential properties. The Noise Management Plan may include elements such 
as noise buffering through planted mounds if necessary and the sequential 
starting-up of trains in such a manner as to minimise noise with trains starting up 
being shielded from the nearest residents by trains not yet in service. The trains 
closest to people’s homes will be last to be started up.  

 
15. Western Heights residents have expressed concerns about the visual impact of 

the facility on the Paremuka Reserve. The nature of the site means that the train 
stabling will be below the level of the mainline rail track. This means that the visual 
impact of the facility will be substantially less than that of the existing rail line for 
Western Heights residents. The facility will generally be empty during weekday 
daytime hours and only partly full during weekend daytime hours. At night, some 
lights and trains will be visible but there is very little visual impact during the day 
when the Paremuka Reserve are mostly used. ARTA advises that lighting will be 
carefully managed to target the lights at the trains in order to minimise light spill. 
ARTA has advised that the facility will be monitored from Britomart by CCTV 
cameras and any graffiti will be promptly removed. Roving security patrols on the 
rail network will also be tasked with addressing any anti-social behaviour issues 
related to the facility.  
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Options Identified 
 
16. ARTA went through a site selection process for this project. This process 

identified the following sites: West of Christian Road; between Swanson Station 
and O’Neill’s Road; and Bruce McLaren Road. and the preferred site by the 
Paremuka Reserve  

 
Assessment of Options 
 
17. Do Nothing - This option would mean that there would not be enough trains to 

provide ten-minute peak train frequencies nor to run six-car trains to cater for 
growing demand on the western line. It would also mean that refurbished trains 
either being manufactured or on order would not be able to be stored anywhere 
on the Auckland urban rail network overnight.  

 
18. West of Christian Road - This option was ruled out as the location of the 

Swanson Tunnel reduces the useable space for a stabling facility. A facility at this 
location would be on a sharp bend, making train storage more space-intensive as 
trains parked on a corner occupy more space than trains parked in a straight line. 
This is due to straight carriages overhanging the curve in the track.  

 
19. Between Swanson Station and O’Neills Road - This option was ruled out as the 

track gradient of 1 in 67 at this point is much steeper than the safety requirement 
to have trains stored on a maximum 1 in 250 gradient. This is an essential safety 
requirement to avoid the risk of a runaway train due to air brake leakage. Trains 
would need to be stored on both sides of the track and would be much closer to 
residential properties than the preferred option. The track layout would only have 
single-ended access. This would increase the risk of a disabled train causing 
major service disruptions across the network as any train parked behind it would 
not be able to get out.  

 
20. Bruce McLaren Road - This site was eliminated from further consideration as it 

was not large enough space to accommodate the number of trains that need to be 
stabled overnight. 

 
21. Preferred Option: Ranui Rail Stabling Site - The rail corridor is very wide at this 

site and is further away from residential properties than the other sites. The 
topography of the area works to reduce its visual and noise impacts. Noise bunds 
installed by ONTRACK for the Ranui landfill site means that noise buffering is 
already in place for residents on the Ranui side of the stabling site. The site has 
sufficient space for a double-ended layout of stabling sidings and for all sidings to 
be on one side of the track. It is less than six minutes running time to Swanson 
Station and 12 minutes running time to Waitakere Station where trains enter 
service in the morning.  

 
Consideration of Community Views 
 
22. ARTA held a community open day on the project in Ranui in March which was 

advertised at railway stations, on the ARTA website and publicised to the Ranui 
community. ARTA and ONTRACK staff were present to discuss the project and to 
hear any concerns raised.  

 
23. Some members of the community presented their concerns about the project to 

the Massey and Henderson Community Boards at the public forum section at the 
Boards’ meetings on Wednesday, 5 March 2008. 
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STRATEGIC CONTEXT 
 
24. The double-tracking of the western rail line will have a strong positive influence on 

nearly all of the Council’s strategic platforms, being integrated transport and 
communications; urban and rural villages; strong innovative economy; green 
network; strong communities; and sustainable energy and clean air 

 
25. Well-located train stabling facilities contribute to these strategic platforms by 

facilitating the increase in frequency of peak train service and allowing longer 
trains to be operated on the western rail line. It also has a significant 
environmental benefit by reducing unnecessary out-of-service train positioning 

 
Preferred Option 
 
26. ARTA’s preferred option for the western line rail stabling facility is at Ranui for the 

reasons outlined in paragraph 21. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
27. As a result of concerns raised by members of the Western Heights and Ranui 

communities and by some Elected Members, officers have consulted with ARTA 
in order to be able to respond to the concerns raised.  

 
28. The Council’s resource consents team has also been briefed on this issue. 
 
29. Any consultation with Maori needed for this project is the responsibility of ARTA. 
 
RESOURCES 
 
30. As this project is being delivered by ARTA, no other resources other than staff 

time are required. Resource consent and building consent staff time is recovered 
from the applicant.  

 
IMPLEMENTATION ISSUES 
 
31. The implementation of this project is the responsibility of ARTA. 
 
Report prepared by:  Darren Davis, Senior Strategic Advisor: Transport. 
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12 NOTICE OF MOTION 

Pursuant to Standing Order 28.1 the following Notice of Motion has been received from 
Community Board Members John Carrodus and Judith Fletcher requesting the following: 
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13 BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS 

Provision has been made on this agenda for Board Members should they so wish to 
submit a report on their activities during the month in regard to matters within the scope 
and delegations of the Board.  However, to comply with the provisions of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987, no decision may be made on 
matters raised in Board Members’ reports. 
 
MASSEY COMMUNITY BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
 

OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS APPOINTMENT 
Auckland Region and Far North Community Board 
Association Executive Committee John Riddell 

City Safety Action Group Michael Neeson  
John Carrodus (alternate) 

Keep Waitakere Beautiful Trust John Riddell 
Judith Fletcher (alternate) 

Massey Community House Committee Judith Fletcher 

Massey West Cluster School Travel Plan 
JC Carrodus 
JA Fletcher 
JG Riddell (Alternate) 

Ranui Community Centre Committee Judith Fletcher 

Steering Group on Lincoln / Rathgar Joint Safer Routes 
and School Travel Plan 

Judith Fletcher 
Michael Neeson (alternate) 

Waitakere Road Safety Steering Group Michael Neeson 
John Riddell (alternate) 

COUNCIL COMMITTEES  

Creative Communities Scheme Allocation Subcommittee Judith Fletcher 
John Carrodus (alternate) 

Community Sports Fund Allocation Subcommittee John Carrodus 
Allen Davies (alternate) 

Long Term Council Community Plan and Annual Plan 
Special Committee 

John Riddell 
Allen Davies 

Street Events Subcommittee - Massey Ward Allen Davies 
 
 

 


