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Waitakere City Council

Te Taiao o Waitakere

IT'S RAINING! ACTIVITY FOUR

T’—_Euma of s ran off the ground in &
hurmy into credeks, ivers and the Sea,
Bt Mol rrany. Most of w soaked into
the ground and some of us even
made it to the aquifers. Whean planis
and trees drank us they "breathed’ ws
out, back into the clowds to da it all

In the olden days? Pre—urban. Well we rained
on thie trees and plants, a jolly soft landing! And
there was all this lovely keaf litter 1o soak into =
Oh | enjoyed that.
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DID YOU
KNOW...

That there is a layer of
porous rock under the
ground which works
just like a rock sponge,
holding millions of

galloens of water that
has filtered down
through the earth owver
millions of years.
Thesa "piggy banks" of
water are a critical part
ol the Matural Water
Cycle. They are called
Aguitars.

The rest of us were turned inbg baautiful
firry droplets of water vapour by that old
Zun — and that's how we gat back to the
clowds. Oh those weare the days Zachany!
These were the days!

Mot so much of that happens nowdays. No Sirl NO ™ Ng plants to break and slow the fall. But worsa,
these young raindrops have jolly hard landings you ) noghing to soak into, so the raindrops haven't gat
know - on lawns, paddocks, roof taps, roads and | 5 choice. They all race for the starm water

concrate And dirty business 0. Those young drains, the creeks and the rivers 1o the sea. And
raindrops and up dranched o lilty chemicals — Fachary, thera ara &0 many of them racing to the
and thay can all thase s chemicals with 1he Ha they cause havoe with ercsion and flooding.
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" but mysel, | think the real shame of it is that
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withaut that slow scaking inlo tha aarth, very law
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raindrops make it 1o that pracious underground

"piggybank” of stored waler, But I've heard that
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e paopke in your city are looking inba these

surface run off *=
mafers, That's & relief for an old fellow ke me!

Have you ever made up a ‘fortunately / unfortunately’ story? (e.g. .... | went parachuting, unfortunately the parachute didn’t open, fortunately | had
areserve parachute, unfortunately......etc).

Read this page then make up afortunately / unfortunately story about one raindrop’s adventures in the water cycle. Tell the story to someone else.



