








The Neighbourhood Development stall at the March 2010 Te Raa Mokopuna Day 
proved to be popular. Run joinly with Lifewise and Back 2 Back, the stalls’ storyboard 

activity encourgaged people to create the best kind of street to live in.

Choosing from a selection of pictures, children and adults enjoyed deciding what makes a 
safe and healthy neighbourhood.

The Wishing Tree activity results showed that many people would like to know their 
neighbours and make new friends. Ideas to help make this happen included social 
activities that involved young people and families, such as team games in local parks, pot-
luck dinners with a cultural theme, and summer shared barbeques. 

“You can develop a healthy nosy-ness by looking out for on another,” said stall visitor Mary.

The environment played an important part in ‘feeling good’ about the place where you live 
- clean streets, mowed lawns, no broken glass or rubbish, fruit trees planted for all to enjoy 
and speed restrictions. Turning wishes into reality is the challenge for all neighbours. 

The students and staff at Massey High School are celebrating the success of two Year 
13 students, Jai Min Choi and Luke Xu who have been selected  to represent New 

Zealand at the International Chemistry Olympiad in Tokyo, Japan in July 2010. 

Only four students are chosen for the New Zealand team and for two of them to be from 
Massey High School is an outstanding acheivement.

Both boys were part of a group of 150 top chemistry students selected from around the 
country to train for the event. From this group 20 were selected for the final selection 

camp – with Luke achieving the 
highest score.

The training camp, held during the 
last school holidays, included intense 
chemistry training at levels equal to 
university courses. From this camp the 
team of four was selected. Luke and 
Jai Min’s team mates are studying at 
Christchurch schools.

paul moon 
new zealand 
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CREATING SAFE AND  
SUSTAINABLE STREETS 
THROUGH STORIES

your say will make  
a difference

local students selected  
for international chemistry olympiad

BY LINDA FRASER

BY JENNY TANNER

BY COLLEEN CAMERON

Making their ideal street story using pictures 
on the storyboard.

Luke Xu and Jai Min Choy.

By the 1970s Massey’s population had reached 1,200 
and continued to grow, reaching 6,500 by 1981. 
According to the last census, there are now just over 

23,000 people living in Massey and the surrounding areas.

did you 

know
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Massey people
making their mark

In October we will have the opportunity to make history. To vote in the new 
leaders of our expanded community – Auckland Council. Regardless of whether 

you agree with the new supercity concept or not, we want to encourage you to act 
on your democratic right.

Consider who the candidates are and find out what they stand for so you can make 
an informed choice. What’s best for your community? Would you feel happy that a 
candidate represents you – at local board level and at Auckland council level?

“As part of our social and community responsibility, voting so that the will of the 
people is heard, is critical to a healthy, engaged society,”  Linda Shaw from Massey 
Matters said.   “Your choice on the day will dictate the future of our city.”

To make sure you have a say you must be enrolled to vote. If you have not received 
it already, confirmation of enrolment should be in the mail to you shortly or you 
can go to www.elections.org.nz to check your enrolment details. Make sure you 
are eligible to vote!

Massey High School old boy, Paul Moon is 
currently Professor of History at AUT University. 

He has taught at the Faculty of Maori Development,  
Te Ara Poutama, since 1993.  

Originally a pupil at Lincoln Heights Primary before  
attending Massey High, Paul was a prefect in his  
final year. One of his fondest memories is “Walking  
two kilometres to school every morning with friends  
– regardless of the weather.” Paul still lives in the area,  
as do his parents.

With 18 books published and three more currently in  
production Paul is one of New Zealand’s most prolific  
authors. “My two favourites are the biography of the Tuhoe 
tohunga Hohepa Kereopa and my major book on traditional  
Maori cannibalism – which is also one of my most controversial,”  
says Paul. The 2008 book This Horrid Practice received considerable 
criticism and sparked much debate not only in the academic sector  
but also among average New Zealanders.

Paul is widely recognised as an expert on New Zealand history and  
has made several appearances on both television and radio.  
 “I have always been interested in the past and how it shapes an  
understanding of the present,” says Paul. Paul also writes for the  
New Zealand Herald on occasion.

Igniting passion in New Zealand history is what Paul intends to continue  
doing by finishing his current book and teaching what he loves. 

BY LINDA FRASER
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With the wetter weather upon us, we need to make the most of every opportunity to get outside 
and be active. Luckily for Massey residents we have a great selection of parks and playgrounds to 

enjoy. Here are six to get you started.

One of the roles of a 
community board member 

is to represent the community at 
civic functions such as Anzac Day. 

This year Brian Neeson represented the ward at the Hobsonville 
RSA Anzac Day Remembrance Service, while I attended the dawn 
service at Waikumete. 

I then marched with my father at the Auckland War Memorial 
Museum in the Auckland Domain, with the handful of remaining 
24th Battalion servicemen. I proudly wore the medals of my 
grandfather who served his country in two world wars.

The day is not just about those who served. Many who left Europe 
and migrated to New Zealand, bring stories from their childhood of 
how they would smuggle meat in their dolls prams past the noses 
of the Germans in Holland. Or they remember how as children in 
Britain they would run for shelter in the bunkers during air raids. 

The war in the Pacific, and the Korean and Vietnam wars probably 
provide memories for Islanders and Asians who have migrated to New 
Zealand after watching whole villages disappear, or being poisoned 
by a substance dropped from the sky. 

Lest we forget.

make the most  
of our parks

BY LINDA FRASER

Tatyana Reserve
How to get there: Turn off Royal Road into Sturm 
Avenue, parking on the street. 
Lots of great challenges here for those in the family 
who like to climb. Also three swings and two slides 
and plenty of seating scattered around to enjoy. 
While it is a sloping site there is plenty of grass to 
run around on. 

Much of Massey’s 
early settlement 

was dominated by logging and 
farming. With the logging came 
the gum diggers. The most 
noteworthy gum-digger camp, 
run by Don Buck was located near 
the intersection of Don Buck and 
Swanson Roads.

did you 

know

Jadewyn Park
How to get there: Turn into Ruze Vida Drive from 
Moire Road, then into Jadewyn Drive. Parking for 
around six cars on the street. 

A half basketball court and ducks to feed as well as 
swings, slide and climbing make this an appealing 
park for all. Bring your scooters and bikes to explore 
the walkways.

Moire Park
How to get there: Turn into Granville Drive from 
Moire Road, past the Massey Rugby Club to the 
playground. Plenty of parking. 

This park has it all – picnic tables, a large play area, 
two half basketball courts and BMX facilities on their 
way. There are walkways to enjoy which will lead you 
to the Manutewhau Reserve. 

Emerald Valley Park
How to get there: From Triangle Road turn into 
Garton Drive, then into Broadfield Street and finally 
Killygordon Place, limited parking is on the street.

Bring your bikes and scooters as there are plenty 
of paved areas to ride on. Picnic tables and plenty 
of room to kick a ball around as well as the swings, 
slides and climbing apparatus make this a great 
family spot.

Zita Maria Park
How to get there: Off Zita Maria Drive, plenty of 
parking. 
With lots of wide open space to kick a ball around or 
play a game of cricket or softball. With the usual swing, 
slide and climb set-up it’s suitable for all. 

anzac day commemorations
BY JOHN G RIDDELL, MASSEY COMMUNITY BOARD CHAIRMAN

Triangle Park
How to get there: Behind the Massey Community 
House on Don Buck Road. 
With a half basketball court, flying fox and large 
climbing apparatus, this park will appeal to the older 
children. For the younger family members there are 8 
swings and rocking toys as well. Toilets are located at 
the front by the carpark.

Photo by Nankai
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CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES 
ENJOY ‘WHEELS DAY’ EVENT

MASSEY PART OF A 
GROWING MOVEMENT 
FOR LOCAL CHANGE

Don Buck Kindergarten’s annual Wheels Day proved to 
be another successful event on Saturday 20 March.

The family fun day is the main fundraising event for the 
kindergarten with money raised used for educational trips 
during the year.

The children asked family and friends to sponsor circuits on 
their chosen wheeled toy and on the day the children and 
their siblings circled on bikes and scooters to obtain their 
medal and certificate.

Taking part was the most important message of the day 
and families enjoyed the fun of egg and spoon races, sack 
races and three-legged races. Donated items ensured that 
everyone who participated received a prize. 

“Fundraising is an important part of the day,” said Head 
Teacher Petra Wyrsch. “But it’s really gratifying to see the 
grandparents, parents, uncles and aunties turn up to support 
the children and join in with the races.”

The children have already enjoyed the benefits of the day 
with a trip to the Weird and Wonderful exhibit at Auckland 
Museum to extend their interest in bugs. “We have enough 
money to take them on another trip later in the year too,” Petra 
added. “Every cent made on the day goes back into the Don 
Buck Kindergarten kids learning. And we couldn’t have done it 
without the support from businesses in our community.”

Below: Kindergarten children ready to start their circuit.

BY LINDA FRASER

BY MEGAN 
COURTNEY

Massey is one of many communities in New Zealand 
and internationally getting organised and wanting 

to have a stronger role in what happens locally in ‘their 
place’.  

Having local residents, businesses, schools, community 
groups and clubs, churches, the council and community 
board working together for Massey has been the aim of the 
Massey Matters project since things began in 2007. Helping 
Massey connect with other Kiwi communities that have 
similar community-led development aspirations has been 
the driving force behind the establishment of the Inspiring 
Communities network.

“So often communities are doing great things but we never 
get to share and learn from each other,” says Inspiring 
Communities national convener Mary-Jane Rivers.  “In 
connecting communities and learning together about how 
positive change happens, we hope all communities in New 
Zealand will grow stronger, faster – my dream is that no 
community in New Zealand gets left behind”.

Massey Matters 
is one of eight 
community 
initiatives who 
gathered in Rakiura/Stewart Island recently for the annual 
three day Inspiring Communities Learning Forum. Those 
attending the forum got the chance to share stories and 
ideas, and learn more about the important interconnection 
between the environment and local communities.

Former Massey Matters project leader Megan Courtney, 
now convenes an Auckland community-led development 
network that meets three times a year. To receive more 
information about Auckland based gatherings or to 
be part of the Inspiring Communities email list, which 
receive updates, ideas and learning from communities 
throughout New Zealand, contact megan.courtney@
inspiringcommunities.org.nz.

Above: April Nicholson from the Massey Matters Advisory Group and Linda Shaw, 
Massey Matters Project Coordinator, visit Ulva Island.

Auckland Alternatives To Violence Project 
offers courses on ways to deal with anger, violence 
or conflict, how to communicate with your partner, 
children, workmates and feeling good. Contact Jane 
phone 838 3392 or 021 261 4388, or email avpauck@
gmail.com

Barnardos Waitakere offers parenting 
programmes, family support, supervised contact, 
after school care, both centre-based and home-
based early childhood care and education and HIPPY 
Royal Heights. Barnardos Waitakere also hosts one of 
Waitakere City’s child advocates. Phone 838 0419 or 
visit www.barnardos.org.nz 

Family Works supports families in relation to 
social work and counselling issues including family 
violence and parenting support. Two Social Workers 
In Schools are available to talk with parents/carers. 
Phone 837 9066 or 027 563 1076

HealthWEST PHO Youth Advisory Group 
enables young people to access free one-to-one 
counseling or group interventions if they are feeling 
down, worried, stressed out, angry etc. Contact 
Elizabeth Johnson phone 837 8884  or txt 021 274 
1209. Email elizabethj@healthwest.co.nz  

LIFEWISE Family Services offers community 
social work and foster care services, parenting 
courses and works at street level promoting strong 
neighbourhoods. Phone 818 6834.

Maori Health Services Waitemata DHB 
Mo Wai Te Ora - Whanau Ora Parenting Programme 
is supportive, safe and culturally appropriate to 
empower parents and whanau towards healthy life 
choices. Programmes run three days a week. Contact 
Rosie Houghton phone 837 8859 ext 6859 or 021  
926 411.

plunket offers a support network for families and 
whanau including Plunket nurses, PlunketLine, Car 
Seat rental and Parenting education and groups. In 
Waitakere we have experienced Maori Plunket Nurses 
and Plunket Kaiawhina who support Maori whanau.   
Contact Plunket Whanau Ora Team 838 0981.

Waitakere Community Law Service is a free 
legal advice service for people on low incomes. If you 
need legal advise about family issues, employment, 
debt, housing, tenancy etc then come and see us. 
Phone 835 2130 or email info@waitakerelaw.org.nz.

Westside Counselling Services offers one-
to-one counselling and mentoring. Women only, 
men only and youth groups are available to support 
people. Contact Faye Pouesi phone 833 3107 or email 
westside@mcconline.org.nz. 

Youthline runs programmes and offers counselling 
for youth in the Waitakere area.  To contact the youth 
worker team phone 838 0499.

CUT OUT AND KEEP 
COMMUNITY SERVICES



Saturdays 
beginners computer class (in 
mandarin) 10.30am–12pm. Massey 
Library. Bookings required, ph 832 9265.

Sundays 
Massey Joggers and Walkers 
8am at 53 Granville Drive. Ph Kim 416 
7700 or Shena 412 8076.

every month

Third Saturday 
Free Wai Health Smear Clinic 
Third Saturday of every month. 9am - 
1pm. 13 –15 Ratanui Street, Henderson. 
Appointment required. Ph 839 0288 
extn 720.

june

Sat 12  free workshops 
10am–2pm. Composting, Household 
Sustainability, Landscaping with 
Natives, and Garlic Planting. 1 Buckley 
Ave, Hobsonville Point. Please contact 
hpn@ecomatters.org.nz for more info.

Sat 19 & Thu 24  CV WRITING 
AND JOB SEARCH SKILLS (FREE) 
9.30–11am, Massey Library. Practical 
information on writing an effective 
Curriculum Vitae; how to write a great 
covering letter; what works and what 
doesn’t in the job search process. Space 
is limited to eight people – please 
phone 632 9550 to register.

Fri 25  leataata o tupulaga 
o le pasefika preschool ball 
6.30–9pm. For all ex-students from 
4–10 years old. Theme: I Love You Mum. 
Massey Rugby Club. Tickets $10 for 
students, $5 for parents and others. 
Finger food provided.

july

Fri 2  raise up n represent 
Hip Hop Intentions. For 13-18 year olds. 
8pm–11pm, Massey Leisure Centre. 
Entry $5 or five for $20.

Massey Events Calendar JUNE - AUGUST 2010
every week

Mondays 
Wriggle and Rhyme For birth – 
2years. 9.30am – 10am. Massey Library, 
Corner Don Buck Rd and Westgate 
Drive. No booking required.

pippins & brownies Pippins 3.30pm–
4.30pm, Brownies 4.30pm–6pm. 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 6 Moire 
Rd, Massey.

homework zone (Monday–Friday) 
3.15–4.30pm. Two computers reserved 
for children to do their homework. 
Massey Library

Tuesdays 
Massey Senior Citizens (55+) Play 
bowls, housie etc. 10am – 1.30pm, 
Rugby Club Granville Rd. Contact Dawn 
or Robert on ph 833 7555.

QI gong and meditation class 
Check website for dates and times: 
www.taohealth.co.nz Pre-registration 
essential. Massey Library. 

Wednesdays 
Massey Joggers and Walkers 
6pm at 53 Granville Drive. Ph Kim 416 
7700 or Shena 412 8076.

pre-school story time (During 
term time). Songs, rhymes, lots of fun. 
10.30am and 2pm (30-40 minutes). 
Massey Library. 

playgroup Also runs every Thursday 
and Friday. 9am–noon. Leataata O 
Tupulaga O Le Pasefika Hall, Moire Rd. $10 
for all three sessions. Ph Leata 832 3616. 

Thursdays 
selwyn centre Fun and Friendship 
for Older Adults. 9am–12noon. Church 
of the Good Shepherd, 6 Moire Rd. Cover 
fee of $2. Ph Tarina on 832 5998.

barnardos 1–3pm at Community 
Link Westgate.

Fridays 
beginners computer class 
10–11.30am. Massey Library. Bookings 
required, ph 832 9265.

massey community 
house

385 Don Buck Road, phone 833 9220 or 
email masseyhs@clear.net.nz

massey community house 
sunday morning markets
Cost $5 per car boot or table. Last 
Sunday during the winter months. 
9am – 1pm. All welcome, entry is free 
to shoppers.

massey holiday club
For children aged 5 to 12 years during 
School Holidays only. Holiday Club is 
a child-lead programme where the 
members set the programme and rules. 
Wednesday includes an outing to ten 
pin bowling, the movies or similar. 
The club is registered with WINZ for 
an OSCAR subsidy. Phone the Massey 
Community House for enrolments or 
more information, 833 9220 or email 
masseyhs@clear.co.nz

massey plunket clinics
(temporarily relocated to the 
“Lions Den”  Birdwood Settlers Hall 
corner of Don Buck and Redhills 
Road Massey until mid June 2010.) 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 
Appointments essential. Please ph 833 
9192

The Massey Matters Editorial Team is Linda Fraser (Editor), Imelda Morgan 
(Designer) and Linda Shaw (Massey Matters Project Coordinator)

Linda Shaw: phone 832 0431, cell 021 223 5181, 
email linda.shaw@waitakere.govt.nz
Linda Fraser: correctfirsttime@vodafone.co.nz

deadline 
for SEPT 
edition:  
1 AUG

Join Massey Matters database and receive 
regular notices on events, seminars, 
conferences, job vacancies and resource 
information of interest. Contact Linda Shaw on 
linda.shaw@waitakere.govt.nz

Sat 12  men’s breakfast 
8.30am Contact Dion at Church of the 
Good Shepherd, ph 832 5998.  
www.masseyanglican.org.nz

Sat 24 & Sun 25  
craft out west 10am–4pm. Trusts 
Stadium, Central Park Drive, Henderson. 
Entry $5 Adults, $3 Senior Citizens, 
Children under 12 free.

Wed 28  walking waitakere 
wednesday walks Karamatura 
Loop: Walk the upgraded Karamatura 
Loop Track. Grade: Easy. Meet 9.50am, 
Karamatura Valley Carpark, Huia. Contact 
Kay, 837 8820 kay@healthwest.co.nz

august

Fri 6  RAISE UP ‘N’ REPRESENT 
Hip Hop Intentions. For 13-18 year olds. 
8pm–11pm, Massey Leisure Centre. 
Entry $5 or five for $20.

Fri 20  cooking classes begin  
Contact Janice at Church of the Good 
Shepherd for more information, ph 832 
5998. Pre-enrolment for this course is 
necessary. www.masseyanglican.org.nz

Wed 25  walking waitakere 
wednesday walks Arataki Nursery: 
Learn about the very busy Arataki native 
plant nursery on the Plant Identification 
Trail. Grade: Easy. For a registration form 
and brochure contact Kay Lindley, 837 
8820 or kay@healthwest.co.nz

massey citizens 
advice bureau

Massey Leisure Centre, Corner Don Buck 
Rd and Westgate Drive. Ph 833 5775

Free budgeting advice service by 
appointment.

WEDNESDAY LUNCHTIME Free legal 
services by appointment.

FRIDAY MORNINgs Free counselling 
services by appointment.

EVERY WEEKDAY 1-3PM Justice of the 
Peace services. No appointment needed. 

by appointment Settlement Support 
services for new New Zealanders.
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