
About 30 of the rare birds were transferred 
from Tiritiri Matangi Island to Cascade 
Kauri Park in the Waitakere Ranges on 
February 23 – the first time hihi have 
been on the Auckland mainland since they 
became locally extinct in the 1880s.

The transfer was part of the Ark in the 
Park project, a partnership between the 
Waitakere Branch of Forest & Bird and 
Auckland Regional Council, supported by 
the Department of Conservation, Auckland 
Zoo Conservation Fund, Waitakere City 
Council, ASB Community Trust and 
Waitakere and Portage Licensing Trusts.

In the Auckland area hihi are found only 
on two DOC-managed islands – Hauturu/
Little Barrier and Tiritiri Matangi, and the 
Hauturu/Little Barrier population is the only 
self-sustaining population in New Zealand.

Translocation team leader Sandra Jack 
of Forest & Bird says the transfer was 
an exciting development, both for the 
prospects of the species’ survival, and 
Ark in the Park’s vision of restoring 
biodiversity to the Waitakere Ranges.

“Hihi are currently still vulnerable to 
extinction.  We hope that a self-sustaining 
population will become established in the 
forest in the Waitakere Ranges, improving 
the species’ chances of long-term survival.”

In 2005 hihi were returned to the New 
Zealand mainland for the first time, when 60 
birds were transferred from Tiritiri Matangi 
to Karori Wildlife Sanctuary in Wellington.  
The success of that transfer has led to 
the latest transfer to Ark in the Park.  

Although supplementary food and nest 
boxes will be provided initially, it is 
expected that the hihi will eventually be 
able to rely on natural food sources and 

nesting sites in the 1000 hectares of 
mature forest at the Ark in the Park site.

Intensive predator control mostly by a 
large team of community volunteers 
will protect the birds from predation 
by possums, rats and stoats. 

DOC Hihi Recovery Group Leader 
Richard Griffiths says the transfer is 
a key one for the recovery team.

“If successful and the birds 
survive in the presence of low 
numbers of introduced predators, 
it will kindle the possibility of 
one day seeing and hearing hihi 
in our backyards in Auckland.”

ARC’s Parks and Heritage Committee 
chair, Councillor Sandra Coney says: 
“This partnership has brought rare and 
treasured species back to the Waitakere 
Ranges. That visitors might take a walk 
and encounter a robin or a whitehead, 
and now a hihi, adds something very 
special to a visit to Cascade Kauri.”

Hihi coming home to Auckland

One of New Zealand’s rarest birds, the hihi 
(stitchbird) has returned to the Auckland mainland 
for the first time in 125 years.

Make your own 
lizard haven
Have you ever seen a lizard in your 
garden? The lizards that most people 
see around their homes are sleek, 
copper coloured and unfortunately 
sometimes brought in by the family 
cat.  NZ has over 40 named species 
of lizard commonly known as either 
geckos or skinks.  The rainbow skink 
which was accidentally introduced 
is also a common sight in urban and 
rural gardens.  About half of our 
native lizard species make the forest 
their home.  Living on insects and 
other invertebrates, lizards also play 
an important role in pollination of 
flowers and distribution of seeds.

Vulnerable to other predators like rats, 
mice and hedgehogs, lizards rely on 
hiding places and shedding their tails to 
avoid capture.  You can create your very 
own lizard home in your own back yard.

Lizards like lots of low lying 
groundcover or leaf litter.  Plants 
such as pohuehue (Muehlenbeckia) 
and coprosmas provide a thick 
mat and food source for lizards.  A 
layer of mulch will provide a good 
environment for lizards to explore.

 
 

 

 

You can place rocks and logs artistically 
and strategically throughout the area, 
some for hiding and some for viewing. 
You can also use man-made hiding 
places such as planks, corrugated 
iron, bricks, concrete or strips of bark. 
Why not try making an Onduline lizard 
hotel? Onduline is an extremely tough 
lightweight corrugated roofing and 
cladding product made from organic 
fibres saturated with bitumen. Check 
the manufacturer’s website for a local 
supplier www.onduline.co.nz.

Instructions:  Take a couple of sheets 
two metres long and cut into smaller 
pieces (290 mm x 400 mm or larger) 
with a handsaw or skillsaw. These 
should be stacked two or three high 
with small stones in between the layers. 

Place your lizard home in a warm 
dry sunny area with good cover 
such as low shrubs, tussocks, 
groundcover and rock piles. Once in 
place do not disturb your lizard home. 
Prospective tenants will abandon 
habitat that is frequently disturbed.

Get involved!
North Shore City residents come and 
volunteer at these PLANTING DAYS:

Oteha Valley, 17 June 2007 
from 10am till 12pm, Access via 
Ponderosa Drive, Oteha Valley.  
Follow the signs to the planting site.

Tuff Crater, Northcote, 10 June 2007 
from 10am till 12pm, access via 
The Warehouse Way (off Akoranga 
Drive).  Follow the signs to the 
planting site.

Visit www.arc.govt.nz/arc/big-clean-up/   
for more information or call James Willoughby  
on 09 366 2000 x 8171.

Hihi released in February
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