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Massey North/Westgate 
Past  
Prior to the 1960s the Massey area was rural, with very little 
residential activity. The most significant growth in population took 
place between 1966 and 1981 with the extension of the North 
Western Motorway and other general improvements in roading 
access, and large amounts of residential subdivision particularly in 
the Massey and Royal Heights area. West Harbour and the area to 
the south of Royal Road were developed as green fields areas as 
the city sprawled out towards the city limits at Hobsonville Road/
State Highway 18.  

Up until 1998 when Westgate Shopping Centre construction started 
in earnest, the area to the west and south of State Highway 16 
remained undeveloped however, significant residential 
development, including some limited medium density housing, has 
occurred and the area is now a well established neighbourhood.  
 

Looking towards the Westgate Shopping Centre from the State 
Highway 16 - Hobsonville Road intersection, 2003.  
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In 2001, Massey North/Westgate had: 

≈ Population growth of close to 32% since 1991 

≈ A mean age of 36.8 years 

≈ A mean personal income of $24,811 per annum 

≈ 19% of people with no qualification, 4% lower than citywide. 

≈ 44% of people are fully employed compared with 49% citywide 

≈ A mean household size of 2.97 people 

Above: Westgate shopping centre viewed from State Highway 16.  
Centre: Residential area adjacent to the Westgate town centre.   

Lower left: Westgate shopping centre 

Age 2001
[Westgate]
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Present 
The new town centre at Westgate has been one of the most 
commercially successful developments within Waitakere City to 
date. Its close proximity to the motorway and State Highways 16 
and 18 has made it a highly accessible centre. There are a number 
of services available including library, retail services, and an 
entertainment centre.  

Over the next 10 years this town centre will continue to grow and 
develop into a sub-regional centre for the city. Surrounding the 
centre there is increasing suburban development with housing 
options at low and medium densities. 



Draft Growth Strategy for Waitakere City August 2006  

g r o w t h   
management   
s t r a t e g y 

PART II  -  FUTURE FORM 

CITYWIDE 
Vision for the Future 

GROWTH AREA PROFILES 
City Centres 
Henderson 
New Lynn 
Massey North /  Westgate 

Town Centres 
Glen Eden 
Te Atatu Peninsula 

Local Centres 
Ranui 
Glendene 
Kelston 
Te Atatu South 
Frui tvale 
Sturges 
Sunnyvale 
Swanson 

Growth Corridors 
Great North Road 
Lincoln Road 

FUTURE URBAN GROWTH 
AREAS 
The North 
Hobsonvi l le Peninsula 
Massey North /  Westgate 
Hobsonvi l le Corr idor 
Babich 
Penihana 
Redhi l ls  

 

 48 

 

Population and Household Growth Since 1991
[Westgate]
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Once the area is initially developed, the rate of growth will slow, 
with a further 33% increase in population between 2021 and 2051. 

See also Future Urban Growth Areas section page 24. 

An artist’s impressions (above and below) of  redevelopment 
of the Westgate town centre. Below: Depicts the Hobsonville 

Road and State Highway 16 intersection.  

Future 
Massey North/Westgate area will be a new city centre for Waitakere 
and a long-awaited resource for residents of Massey and West 
Harbour. Because it will be a greenfield development there are 
significant opportunities to set a template that is going to promote 
sustainability objectives.  

Residential development will be a combination of medium and high 
density dwellings located close to the new town centre. It is 
envisaged that there will be regular public transport from the 
suburbs nearby into the town centre with express buses departing 
to Auckland City along the North Western Motorway. 

Two large landholdings remain to be developed, adjacent to the 
motorway and will be primarily standard low density residential with 
some medium/high density closer to Westgate. 

Massey North/Westgate will see a significant increase on current 
population to nearly 8,000 people by 2021. Employment 
opportunities associated with the city centre area and industrial 
precincts to the north provide for almost 6,000 new jobs over the 
same period. These increases are reflective of the area changing 
from a rural area today into a new, comprehensively planned town 
centre.  




