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PLAN CHANGES

The Plan has a statutory ten year  life. In
recognition of this, considerable effort has been
placed into developing a Plan which will be generally
appropriate over at least a ten year period. However,
it is also the intention of the Council that the Plan be
a “live” Plan, with reaction, where necessary and if

possible, to changes in the environment or better
methods of dealing with environmental effects. Needs
for District Plan changes may arise through
Council’s own monitoring mechanisms or through
approaches or applications for Plan Changes made
by others (see section 73 of the Act).

The First Schedule of the Act sets out the procedures to be followed when introducing a
Plan Change. The procedures for Council-initiated Plan Changes and applicant-initiated

Plan Changes are summarised in Diagrams Three and Four.
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PLAN CHANGE PROCEDURE GUIDELINE COUNCIL CHANGE

Council decision to make a plan change

Appeal to Environment Court

Consultation with relevant parties

Public notification

Submissions received

Summary of submissions publicly notified

Submissions in support or opposiiton received

Council hearing and decision

Environment Court decision

Plan provisions finalised

No appeal

DIAGRAM 1
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PLAN CHANGE PROCEDURE GUIDELINE REQUESTS FOR CHANGES

Request to Council for a plan change

Request Accepted

Information check by the Council
(see City-Wide Rules)

Further information required

Council considers request

Request refused (NB: limited circumstances only)

Public notification

Appeal to Environment Court

Plan provisions finalised

Request Refusal

Request accepted

Appeal to Environment Court

Submissions received

Summary of submissions publicly notified

Submissions in support or opposition received

Council hearing and decision

No appeal 

Environment Court decision

         Diagram 2




