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¢y airections
Ve meairin of oy diveetions and lendseapes
B desigaed o be applied as & tool for annlysis,
wrd can be used bn different ways, for exerngis

& Honafysing how ey directions are achivved
iy she eantext of different landecapes ~
for exampie, what does resilient infrastructure
mgan in erms of econoimic issues ithe
economic landscape) or social issues (the
social andscapel.

% Areivsing o specilic strategy’s contribution
fo the runge of hey directions ~ for example,

now does the Auckiand Regional Land Transport

Strategy contribute to social eruity,

% Using the landscapes to identify existing and
potential acthvities, partners and progranunes
winder each divection - for example, which
agencies and business organisations are
interested or involved in the built tandscape

e klootifving relntionsddps acrose divections and
tantiscapes ~ for example, what are the polential
conflicts and synergias between Innovating for
a Prosperous Future and the natura! landscape
or what are the potential responses for investing
in restlient infrastructure within each landscape.
See Figure 3

@ identiiving guaps in delivery - for exampie,
where in the present social landscape is there
social ineguality.
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Ag part of the development of the Long Term Sustainebility Framawork, six forges of chenge were ientifisd as being lkaly (o inpact the Auckland ragion
snd its people. All of (hese forses bave the potontiel to drive significant changes ~ stme posttive, snd some not. Understanding thess Jorees and their
potential impect on Avcldend is an importang siep in developing » long-term plan for the regions susiainabiity. This sppendin provides b summary of the
types of chonges and bnpacts we might expoct o s09,

Climute Change

lesourre Availability

@ Warmer weather in Auckland, with more extremes of
flaod, drought, cyvelone, storm surge and sea-level rise,

@ Bignificant chenges for our Pacific neighbours and
possibie risks of ‘abrupt changes’ 1o waathar and
oceanic syslems.

@ Continuing rapid growth, with Auckland housing 40%
of New Zealand's population by 2050.

@ Increasingly diverse and distinet from the rest of
New Zealand. First port of call for new migrants.

& Pockets of privilege and deprivation, on very different
development paths,

# Gichal competition and rising costs of resources such as
ail and raw materials

# Inereasing rates of consumption (energy, consumer
goods, water)

& Changing resource inputs, such as an increasing
proportion of non-renewables for slectricity generation

& Coastal and low-lying land

& Infrastructure and bulidings le.g. malniegnance opsts)
& Population and seologicat health

& Agricuiture

® Migration patterns, with potential for ‘ciimale refugaas’
from more severely affected paris of the world

@ Distinct regional and local identitien, celebrating greatar
diversity.

@ Pressure on rescurces including land, transport, housing.

@ Risk of social polarisation and fragmentation of the region.

& Transport and development costs

& Cost of living {e.qg. food, transpornt, energy)

& A drive to greater resource efficiency

@ Changes 1o what we export

& Possible localisation of some econemic activities

& Quality of receiving environmaents {air, water, land])
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Globelisution

Worldviews

"2‘@&@!@’@5 @%@%g%

o Globalization of economic activity

¢ Rise of city regions as engines of economis growth

® Regional concentration of headguarters (e.g. to Sydney,

Hong Kong!
@ Increpsed connectivity

@ Giobalisation of culture and values, hut aizo potential
for 'clash of civilizations”

= The concerns of ageing baby boomers

& Prominence of Maori identity as defining
‘New Zealand-ness’

@ Diversity of values in the region

# Expectations around short-term reward vs. long-term
investment

% Increased connectivity

& Potential for rapid and exponential change, with
difficulties in predicting the change

& Potential for innovative solutions to sustainability
chailenges.

@ Rigk of overreliance on fuiure technical fixes 1o the
problems we are generating now.

% Risk of a growing digital divide.

& Challenge to bscome internationally eompetitive and attract
investment

@ Increasing specialisation of sconomic activity and loss of
fow-skilled jobs

@ Development of global identilics and virtua! communities
of interest

» MNeed to play to Auckiand's strenpgths and points of difference

# Defining Auckliand’s identity and place in New Zealand
and the world

# Choices over where we spend our maney, 8.4 exiending
life expectancies or developing childrens’ potential?

% The priority we place on environmental sustainability.

@ Changes to how we organise our lives and cur ragion.
Clustering of complimentary activities and sconornies
of scope.

% Opportunities for innovation and leadership,

# Bocial stratification between technologically literate
and MHiterate.
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Tower and ofty contres, and ool rasidentia!
neighbourhoods, are where we privnarily lead ow
Hves, connes! with our communities s where
we mget ost of our dally noesds, Orality towm
cenire and neighbouwrhong devalopmont can
encosTagn more pitive Mastvies, grosier
poivnnuniy engapeonent, and 8 stronger sense

of cars for the aovizonment. if poorly destoned,
cantros and netghbourhoods can fesl unsale, be
EHieatt so wove aveund within and betwesn, and
Henét ehioices. By ensaring that o contres and
nejhbourhoods sre well desianed, with good
guatity housing, beildings and spaces with easy
watking aooess 1o loes! serviges, they san be

{ha foundation of 2 more sustainable Apckisnd
yerggen,

Mow centres and neighbourhoeods intemrelate is
alan knpariant, To wmest tha long-term neads of
the rogion, Auckland’s polycentrie wiban form
snust sepport and reinfores s intograted
netwaork of strong, distinetive centres and
neighbourieods that also relate 1o the Auchiand
CBD as a sirong rogions! eore. By providing for
and encosraging nmore indensive mixed-use
davelopmant in and around centens, services and
publiz ranspori cen be hetler supporisd, and
poputation and employment geoweth can be more
readily scpommadated in the region without
reggutiving further substential arban sxpansion,

Unporieaiiios

The loca! neighbourhood scale is an ideal scale
te effect change and to engage people with local
decision-making processes. it is small enough

10 engage communities in places that they care
about, yet large enough to undertake actions that
will make a difference. If we are to do this well,

a concetted effort is required Lo devaelop strong
community based leadership struchures -
aspacially in more marginalised areas.

ingreasing attention is being paid to the guality of
urban desigh in our centres and neighbourhoods,
and this brings opportunities to encourage more
active use of publie spaces and participation in
public life. Encouraging people to walk, cyele,
and just be ‘out and aboutl’ in cenives snd
neighbourhoods can have direct hepefits 1o
people’s healih, theis perceptions of salety,

and their connection to commustity.

in many parts of the regicn, Auckianders are
already enjoying the benefits of more mixed-use
developments, with local cafes, shops and
servicss being located within or close (o
residential neighbourhoods. Centres are focal
points for community interaction and & rangse

of essential activities including public transport.
Intensification of residential developmant in and
around centres and also along key transport

and activity routes will continue to offer benefits
ingluding significantly improved levels of public
transport availability and usage. Rising oif prices
and diminishing resources may further facilitate
the shift to more sustainable urban development
and transport options, including greater levels of
investiment in public transport.
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There arg also many apporiunities to improve the
quatity of bulidings and local environments.

A range of low-impact building and housing
design, construction and management
innovations will allow more eavironmentally
responsive and resource stficient development,
Waitakere City's Project Twin Streams offers an
excellent example of commilnities taking
awnership of their natural environments, with
riparian planiing oceusring across & range of
neighbourhoods,

Chelenges

Much of our future urban settiement has already
been buyilt, For the short to medium term future,
low-density suburhs will remain the predominant
urban form of the Auckland region. As situations
change — for example, if the increasing price of oil
makes car travel more expensive, or if we
experience more flooding as a resalt of climate
change - we will have {0 innovate 1o ensure the
resilience and continued functioning of our
existing eentres and nesighbourhoods, where the
bulk of our activity as a society happens. A major
challenge for the Auckland region turning our
suburbs into Hourishing and resilient
comrnities,

Similarly, the guality of our housing stock may
not be as ‘future-ready” as we would like. Older
houses can be draughty, damp and cold, lsading
1o poor health and high power bills. Much of the
new higher donsity housing stock — built as part
of the effort o manage growth and create more
bively town cenires - lacks a quality in design and
construction, and lacks clear identity or
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character, which can reinforce negative
stereotypes of higher density living. The poor
fuaiity of much of the region’s higher density
developrient is a pressing issue o be resolved,

Housing affordabliity ssues are conlributing to

a risk of social polarisation between
neighbourhoods. Qur changing population is
alsn kely o demand different services from our
aegighbourboads; for example, eldsrly poeople,
disablad people, children and voung people are
dependent are likely 10 ook for more local servics
provision and sasy accessibility,

The region’s natural landscapes have tended to
hide medincre yrban development, but the sheer
scate and size of the urban part of the region
maans the built environment exerts a strong
influence on the landscape. As a result poor
design becomes mora conspicusus and can
penarate negative perceptions, The urban area of
the region is under continued pressure to expand
dua to continuing demand for ‘greenfield fand for
development and a steadily increasing
popuiation, There is also a corresponding nesd

to retain the character and potential use of rural
areas, and avoid the inefficiencies of urban sprawi
in terms of transpori and infrastructure.

Decisions taken at the individual and site scale
can lead to cumulative effects st the
neighbourhood level, for exampls preciuding
future options for redevelopment through the
widespraad practice of in-fill housing. Many other
infrastructure decisions are made at city or
regionat levels, often by consideration of just one
aspect of infrastructure, such as roads. Decisions
at all levels need 1o be informead and guided by
sustainability principles and need to congider
decisions made at other levels,

Povential Fespanses

1. Beveloping an urbae form with o network
of strong, integrated and high guality
vantres ond neivhboauehoods.

& Ensure the maintenance of a strong regicnal
core that sontaing high qualily services,
developmant and infragtructure,

& Promote g distinet urban form that s sdaptable
and responsive to changing social economin
rotes and requirements.

2 Encourage high quality mixed-use, more
intensive housing development around the key
centres and transport rouies.

@ Promote quality activities and opportunities
for engagement as part of social infrastructure
provision in centres and neighbourhoods.

% Promote redevelopment of existing urban areas
over ‘greenficld” developrment

# Entourage land and site amalgamation over
subdivision 1o promote more comprehensive

regdevetopment, particularly in and around key
canires,

# Design a governance and lggisiative
environmaent that encourages integrated urban
development planning and delivery.

2. Promoting local responsihility for local
issues

» Empower community hoards with greater
responsibiiity around local development,

@ Subsidiarity principle -- build mechanisms,
which allow decision making at the most
appropriate level possible.

% Encodrage more active citizenship with more
paople taking responsibility to their
communities,

¢ Recognise the role of sommunily and urban
renewal progearmmes, and the benefits of
integrated focal planning, as a key ongoing part
cf the regional planning process.

@ Implement localised infrastructure provision at
the neighbourhood level whare pogsible e,
minimise volume and transit of waste by locsi
treatmend systems.

%. lmplomsnting actions that demonsirsis
the potentisl for sustsinable soticn st the
neighbosurhood lpwst

2 svelop pilot projects which demonstrate new
forms of tenure and finanes far aHordable
housing, particulardy as pavt of new
developments.

& Show teadership in delivering sustainable
public buildings.

# Incorporate mors renewable resource capiuire
and recovery systems in buildings and
neighbourhoods,

@ Promaote building systems and design and

construction approaches that can facilitate
change and adapt to changing uses.

# Dnsure continuding maintenance, renewat and
repair of houses and buildings.

% Davelop a network of well-linked eycle and
pedastrian wallkways.

& He-vegetate streams, coastal settlement and
sirestscapes.
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4. Fnauring high guality desipn that
grovides for sosial molusion, hoalthy Being,
cowuiunity safety, environsenial
restoraiion and scondrnin potivity

@ Support programmes that promote mora
planting and natural babitats within built
environmenis, and incorporate into community
design standards,

# Develop neighbourbood design standards that
emphasise social infrastructure provision,
pedeosirian and eycle flows, healthy living,
universal design and accessibility, ciime
preven‘téen antd safe pubiic spaces,

@ Require highar standards of buiiding guality for
new and sxisting homes buildings of energy

and water performance in homes and buildings.

@ Provide social housing and other forms of
affordable housing as an accepiable part of the
overall housing mix,

@ Promote easy access to recreation and ieisure
activities, particularly those involving physical
activity, and access 10 the natural environment.

» Support neighbourhood provision of a mix of
economic opponunities, minimising the need
for travel and to allow peopie 1o work and shop
localiy.

5. Rovognising and retaining character and

Erfonting

# Maintain the identity of individua!l communities
by sirengthening those aspecis of the natural

and buill enviranment and heritage that makes
them unigue.

# Maintain, preserve and enhance the pubhic
repim and spaces by locality-specific and
area-wide improvement projscts together with
active rmanagement plans.

% identify features and points of differance in
centres and neighbourhoods i terms of
Auckiand as a Pacific city and buiid on them
through disirict ptane, design codes and
informed development investment.

# Develop planning criteria and design briefs with

i to reflect ang accommuodate Maort values
in the built environment and tdentify important
heritage sites

Draft
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Buckland alms o be o world-class ity region, a
plecs where biahdy talonted people want to Hyve
arset wehers produstive businesses want 1o loonte,
A sirong s DYOBRETDUS BCORGIY Ih 5N eseiin
componsnt of sustaivability. { provides wealih,
spperiunity and social wellheing, and supports
fureding of hey infrastructues and sarvions,

& workd-class soonomy resognises ssoingiosl,
soecisl, and culivead Bmits and snanege finits
naoture! resnorces sustainebly. Any path te s
prrosperous wery will need 10 diroet nnovative
and ereative ensrgies toward sehioving geowth
that talies considaeation of these faciors.

Innovetion i 9 ey facter in & workd-class
seonamy 83 H conlributes to competitiveness
and oroduetivity, whith in b flow on 1o groater
weatth and cnportunity. An innovative sulturs
and strong innovation system also makes the
seonemy move vesifiont, allowing it to guickly
find selutions 1o changes In intetnational markaiy
or sther extermat shooks,

Buclkiand plays a key rols in the Mevw Fealund
pronomy. it is New Zealand's gateway to the
svorid sl New Zeasdand’s shop window.

fey adidiiion, # ia the largest suglomerstion o
Mew Zealand and the primary home of many
of its service ndusiring, This makes it a major
atiractor for skilled labour in Mew Zealand and
bayond.

Opporivaities

The Auckland region has a number of
cpportynities to develeop a more innovative and
prosperous economy, including sustainability
itself. In no particular order:

Bullding 2 sustsinabls intevnational mage:
The perception of sustainability is becoming an
increasingly important {and competitive) image
o protect worldwide. Auckland's natural
shvironmaent and green image offers an
gxceptiona! opportunilty to bulld such an image
Hpon,

Busisineble business practives: To suppot an
bmage of sustainability, 1o incraase the resilisnce
of the econemy, and to capture sconomic benefit,
sustainable busingss practices, which use fewer
resources, could be promoted in Auckland as part
of the way Auckland does business.

Beveloping sustainable teehninlogies anc
tgehnigues: Promoting Auckland as a centre of
development for sustainabie products.

Leveraging off Avclland's youny populstion:
Auckiand has a comparatively young populiation
when compared (o many international cities.

H this group is properly integrated into society
and educated! trainad, then they wil be 3 grest
competitive advantage for the city.

hnprove connectedness: Building international
networks will be crucial to fostering innovation
and prosperity in Auckiand. This can be facilitated
by ensuring high-guality data links throughout
the region,

Winning world clags events: Bringing the world
1o Auckisnd to participate in internationsl events
provides an opportunity o showcase Auckiand,

Draft

and catalyses the development of amenities for
the city that improve the guatity of life for
Auckianders and our guests.

brmreving Hveability: The maost ereative and
innovative people are alsg the most maobile.

They can be attracied to Auckiand through unigue
opportunities and through the promise of a great
lifestyle. Auckiand has maoy unigue natural
assets that are very attractive, but naeds to follow
this up with an eguaily aitractive uchan foim,

Creating an wrban fovn that supports
aggtomeration: Cities work because when pecple
Hive and {especialby! work close togather, they
hapefit from increased innovation and sconomies
of scale and scope. Properly designed urban form
can promoie density without greatly
compromising Hveablility {and workability).

Loveraging off owr diverse communtiies: Wae need
1o maximise the potential for ingreased innovation
and productivity inherent in our diverse
workforce.

Beooraing o destination ot cholce for skilled
ssigpranstss The Auckland Regional Settlemeng
Strategy which aims {o improve settlement
support (o igrants provides opportunities to
attract and retain skilied migrants and maximise
their economic, social and cultural contribution.
Strong, vibrant migrant communities also offer
valuahble links back to their home couniries,

Creating 4 cullure of lmewstion: Auckland must
be a place where lgarning, dreaming, and
succeeding are all celebrated, Education must be
oneg of our greates! assets, and it should not be
confined simply to schonls and universities, or
just to the comparatively young.
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Challenges

Although the Avckland sconomy has perforimed
well over the past decade, much of the

resuling sconomic growth has been underpinned
by drbvers that sannot be relied upon in the
migehurm erm., Innovative new solutions will need
1o he found 1o ensure confinued and increased
prosperity into the future. Some major challenges
for the Auckiand economy incliude:

Poor infrastrusivre stock: Auckiand has gone
throunh a period of low infrastructure investiment
and is now faced with an ageing infrastruciure
stock, as well ag gaps in key infrastruciure, and
problems accoromodating growth in the region.

Growth: Popidation growth in the region is both
an opportuaity and a challenge. As a chalienge o
the Auckiand sconomy, growih poses questions
of where 1o lucaie new communities, and how 1o
provide the services they need,

Hishepoor disparity and & wideniog ckills gap:
Auckland faces the situation of some areas
besoming increasingly poor while others are
becoming more prosperous. This is also reflected
in skills gaps between the ditfarent areas. It is
critical 1o Auckland’s stuccess that no communities
are ‘left behind’.

Pepeadonee on mported resources: Like many
sities, Auckland is dependent on imported
resources, particularly enargy, for its continued
functioning. While this may be an sconomically
efficient way of operating in the short-term,
longer-term there are risks associated with such
supply lines. The challenge is to manage these
risks by diversifving whare these resources are
sourced from, inciuding by producing soms
tovally, and managing demand for others,

Eistance to foreign markets and seale of B2
domestic merkat: Auckland firms have 1o
compete with others internsticnally, despite the
greater distance that their products have to travel
to reach their markets. In addition, whereas in
ather countries, the domestic market is of
sufficiant size 1o schieve maximum gconormies of
seale, this if often not the case in New Zealand,
increasing the imperative 1o export.

Dompediton with Australian cities: Auckland is
increasingly having to compete with Austratian
cities for skilled labour and high-value firms,

Putentiol respenses

The Auckiand Regional Economic Development
Srrategy (AREDS) has the goal of ¢reating in

Auckiand an internationally compstitive, inclusive,

and dynamic econaiy.

Linder the AREDS Auckland Metro Project has
highlighted five objectives for the Auckland
BOONOMY!

1. Take sHective and efficient action to
transform Auckland’s economy {through
an integrated, region-wide approach)

2. Develop world-class infrastructure and
world-class urban centres

3. Transform Auckiand into a world-ciass
destination

4. Develop a skilled and responsive fabour
force

5. Increase Auckland’s business innovation
and export strength

The government has also developed an Economic
Transformation agenda for Auckiand, which
supports the initiatives proposed under the
Aucklandg Metro Project, but aiso includes
glements such as addressing Auckland's social
noeds to help create a world-class wotkforce,

antd maintaining and enhancing Auckland’s
arefirnniment.
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The way thet we plan and defbver Infrastescturs
o & profound moect on the way the region
develons. Whae infiastrocturs is intograted and
sirateniveily sligned with growih sbrategies, i
hap the sepacily o support prowth manzgemend,
geonemis developrvent, socisd eobesion aal
st aspects of wellbeing. Poorly sdanned
infrastrucivre oan rasull in neflicionclias,
inadegunats services, urben spravd and
anvirormentst harm. In addition, infrastructure
needs to be sdantable $o as 1o be rosiliant 1o
futire shooks and responshve 1o new
technologies and Jemands,

This koy direction fosuses on the physicsl and
stofal infrastructurs that shepes and supporis our
social, sconomis snd envivonmentel well-baing,
knchading fransport, water/wastewater,
information and communications techaciowy,
energy, educational and oivie Infrastrusturs,

&

sorienilies

A new cycle of investment in infrastructure is
underway. Large investment decisions are being
made, or about to be made, around transport,
energy, wastewater and broadband networks,
This provides investors with a unigue opportunity
to take an integrated long-terim approach to
infrastructure investment for the Auckiand
region. The way in which new physicat and social
infragtrocture is delivered will be critical in
determining the way that our city-region grows
and changes into the future.

When new infrastructure is constructed, the
opporttunity to integrate it with other
infrastructure forms must be taken up {s.g.
electricity cables can share ducts with ICT fibre).
Where possible infrastructure should also be
constructed in a way that it can be easily refitied
ar transferrad to an alernative usa.

With the development of new techaologies, and
improved performance of existing technologies,
there may be opportunities for major efficiency
improvements and/or greater resilience through
the provision of diversified and decentralised
infrastraciure. In addition, demand management
approaches provide the opportunity to increase
the efficient use of our resources, For example,

it is possible to view energy efficiency as a major
future energy sotrce.

There is untapped potential for delivering
infrastructure st differant scales. For example,
we may gain efficiencies by coliecting water and
energy at the household level, Graater
consideration of working at a community and
house scale within a regionally coordinated
network could increase cost effectiveness and
more distributed and therefore resilient systems.
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Chellenges

Auckiand has a legacy of fragmented
under-investment in infrastructure. We are
eurrently reaching infrastructura investment
thresholds that have long-term implications.

We face significan? funding challenges it
Apckland is to catch up and stay abreast of
growing damand. By necessity we will have 1o
maks some difficelt chofces with respect to what
we do oy don't invest i,

The firure hoblds many challengas for the
restiience of our infrastructiire, particisdarly the
potential impact of climate change, More exirame
weathar in the region could have direct
consequences on infrasiructure maintenance
costs and demand patterns,

We are not self-aufficien? as a region — we rely on
our neighbours 1o supbly us with many naturai
resources such as water, electriciiy and fual,

This means we are vuinerable to changes in
supply and price. Such changes could affect how
we expect our infrastructisee 1o perform,

For example we build roads to last a IHetime,

but the price of oif may maan thal trangport
systerns change radicaily within this generation.

A major challenge for the region is to better
iniegrate and coordinate regional infrastructure
planning. Currently too many infrastructural
decisions are made without taking inlo account
the effects on other infrastructure andfor other
parts of the region. Effective joint planniag to
eliminate this fragmentation will lead to more
sustainable, resilient, cost effective regional
networks which align with growth models. There
are significant governange guestions about the
provision of infrastructure. Many infrastructire
classes are natural monopolies, and governance
arrangements must be adopted to
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gnsure that decisions regarding planning, funding
gl pricing for their services result in squitalble
and efficient oufcomes.

Petential responses

Develop & shared understanding and
communication of Auckland's infrastructure
needs, o enable better planning and dialogue
wih natienal stakeholdars.

% "ake an integrated approach to infrastructure
pianning and invesiment and ensure
investments suppori regional growth
management

& Take a regional approach in providing
regional-soale infragiracture, such as rmagor
evenis facilitias, whils ensuring a fair split in
resourees to address regional and jocal neads

& Use natural systems and processes in the
design and renewal of infrastructure: for
example, use low impact design in stormwater
infrastructure

® implement demand management options

@ Build infrastructure that can adapt to emerging
{echnologies, changing demands and Tuture
shocks such as coastal inundation from chimate
change or rising energy cosis

@ Ensure the socal, environmentad and economic
dimensions are taken into account in
infrastructure decisions, by undertaking
environmenial, health and social impact
assessments when planning infrastructure
investrments

@ Use social infrastructure investments such as

tocal schools to strengthen socia! institutions
and enhance social cohesion at a tocal level.
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Huchiand revidents consistently tell us thet ths
raglon's ope epaces, natural ndseaoes and
elpan environment are koy contributnrs 1o thok
quatity of Bfe, The roglon’s sovironmaent provides
Suchdunders with 2 sense of identity and @3&/@@,
& heslthy anvivonmeant is fundaments] for
oreating o livaeble snd prosperons ragion,
providing clean ol to byaathe, dlesn waler 1o
girink and & conginuous supoly of natuersl
resvuross. Malalaining & healthy srvircumeant
and protecting sur natural areas is fupdawmenisl
1o the region'y Bone-farm sustainability,

Thig civestion foruses on meintaindng the auality
of the renion's naturaf systomsy, snoompassing
gdr, {nntd, water snd bindiversity and protecting
the region’s nature! awdscanes,

Opperfonifies

Aucklanders vaiue their access to natural areas
and their clean environment and this can be used
as an impstus for change. The Waitakers Ranges
Heritage Area Bill is an indication of an element
of public opinion keen 10 protect natural areas
beyond the public estate. To ensure the long-term
integrity of the regionai environment we wil need
to extend protection beyond inoni landscapes

10 protect an integrated web of natursl areas and
waterways. A regional naturs! network could
provide mudtiple apportunities including
ecological corridors, aceessible public open space
angd transport rowtes, green engineering solutions
and a retreat plan for climate change impacts.

There has been a wave of individual, business
and group action 1o protect the environment.
This momentum can ba catalysad by providing
the regional community with a sense of urgency,
with tangible and desirable goals for the
environment and with further support for
individuals, groups and arganisations to take
action.

Challenges

Urban growth inevitably places pressure on the
regional environment. Auckiand’s population
growth has the potential o further fragment
sifural areas, reducing ecological resilience,
grode landscape values and contrete over
productive land,

White Aucklanders vatue the natural
ervironment, they aiso expect to have uniimied
access 1o water, energy, and an ever increasing
range of consumer goods and services at
affordable prices. Full environmental costs are
not priced into consumar goods and services,
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and pecple do not make cannecticns hetween
what they consume and throw away, and the
quality of the envirenment,

Tha inear design process of most goods and
services rasults in enormous guantitizs of waste
products, incleding products that are hacmbul o
eeosysterns and human health. Mothing in nature
i thrown away; naiural ecosysioms consiantly
reuse resourees in circular Pows o contribate 1o
new cycles of life. To be sustainable, the way we
dasign produets and services nest to mimic
natiral processes, whers evary eisment is
designed with its fiture use in mind. This
presents a challenne of innovation o the
8CONDIMY.

Climatic changes will increase pressure on the
erwironmant, Some species will strugaie to
survive, particularly at the fringes of ecosystems.
tnoraased flooding, storm surges and saa feve!
rise will impact on coastal infrastrusture,
increasing water poitution.

it will not be enough to just maintain our

current envirenmentai staius. Auckland will need
o create ecologival buffers to be resilient o future
popuiation growih and climate change. This will
require a shift in the way we parceive and value
the environment, and bold action.

The majority of the region is in rural land-use.
This land provides essential services o the city
including: food production, environmental
functionality and a buffer with tremendous
diversity, How we manage the relationship
between the urban and rurat components of the
city will be critical in the overail health of the
cityfregion.

Against this backdrop our processes for
maintaining and enhancing environmantai
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guality need to deal with a high level of
complexity and many lnkages. Qur regulatory
and planning framework needs to take an
integrated systems approach, and take into
account accumulative effects of developrnent.
The chaliengs ahead is ansuring we take a
coliabarative approach 10 solutions,

Potential responses

%, Cresting and protovting o rogivnal
matural notwork snd welng vebon desion o
Eonneel SHRees.

Magp ouf a regioenal natural places network that
enables connections 1o be made between special
natural places, and that recognises and provides
far the diversity of natural habitats in the raglon.
Ensure that natural networks are incorporated
into planning alongside other networks such as
transpori. Design urban spaces and buildings o
connect with and reflect the indigenous
biodiversity of that place. Enahle peopie 1o
connect with natural spaces through safe walking
and cycling networks.

2. Invrsaging sceessibilily of the natory
eaviremmant 10 ol communition

At a regional scale this would be secured through
the regional natural network and its integration
into the urban form. At a community scale this
could be achieved through greening and
connecting urban areas, for sxampie
streetscaping, iocal park provision and
community and schoot gardens.

3. Building huwen and ovganisatioonn!
eapital for sustainabifity

increase sustainability aducation to all sectors.
Use the ragional natural network and a regional

environmental faotprint to create angible goals
and focus community, school and business
stewardship schemes. Build commnunity capacily
through funding and other support and encourage
gommunity input infto democratic processes.
Build government capacity through encouraging
innovation, shared knowledge and collaboration.
Promole business ssctor capacity through
promotion of approaches such as radieal resource
productivity, biomimicry, service and flow
sconomy, and investinient in natural capital.

4. Using natural systoms and grocosses in
srban and infrastvosivre dosign.

Protect critical water catchments, increase
demand side management for water and energy,
and utilise integrated three watars systemns.
Encourage low impact urban design and use
decentralized and community scale systems (o
provide for energy services where appropriate.
Lse appropriate quality of water for different
uses.

6. wprove aiv guality ond cut grecabouss
yas enussions

Protect and enhance greenhouse sinks. Cut fuel
consumption and reduce car dependency thraugh
land use planning and improved public fransport.
Increase consideration of air quality constraints in
urban planning. Require buildings and homes to
be energy efficlent,

7. Creating bridges 0 sustainable graetice

Review and revise current policies 1o ensure
regulation and economic insiruments create
bridges, not barriers, {0 sustainable practices.
increase collaboration within and hetween
agencies in order to increase alignment and
synargies and make trade-offs transparent.
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& prosperous, Hveabls reglion reliss on the
sivength of Hs people ang social Institations.
Therelore, the well-being and stsbility of families
wreh local communities sre ariticsd to the region's
sueoass, socially and svonomioally. Bimitaby,
social well-being depends heavily on having o
productive snd innovetive ssonniny with well
paid johs. Yo build grester scencinic and susial
wredl-bolag vee need Lo marimise peoples
petential, bulld greater resilivnce in our
coramunities and avirdmise their rigk of harm,

This direstion provides an emphasis for the
faurture o5;

¢ Addressing disadvaniage for individuals and
famitiies, and whole comimunities.

& Investing in the potential of communitiss and
individuals, particutarly with the Region's
growing youth population

@ Making the most of Auckiand's diverse and
changing population to build a dynamic and
tolerant regional community.

Upporiouiiies

The Social Report 2006 confirms that generally
New Zeatanders are beiter educated and healthier
than previous generations and thai more of them
are in paid work than ever before. These
improvements have been achieved in part
through continuing social investrment in health,
education and social assistance programmes as
weli as from effective democratic leadership and
a strong enterprise based economy. Auckland’s
future sceial prosperity relies heavily on
rnaintaining the Begion as a place of widespread
gconomic opportunity, cultural tolerance and
strong social instifutions.

The region has both a growing number of young
people, and a large group of older pecple.

The Auckland region provides great opportunities
for young people to learn and be creative through
its universities, poly-techs and its exciting creative
communities, but we can do better to support and
purture our yvoung people. Likewise we could
make better use of the experience and energies of
older people and of the contributions they have to
make in sustaining local communities.

There are extensive benefiis to the wider
Auckiand society if social interventions aimed at
vvercoming disadvantage and improving social
cohesion are successful. These benefits arise
arounsd eelebration of identities, broader social
and economic participation and reinvestment into
fonal communities.

Achieving a fairer futurs requires public and
community agencies to take a longerterm view
and to work more collaboratively. This
coliaboration needs {0 consider how we buiid
new neighbourhoods and rebuild existing
neighbourhoods so that they have all the
necessary social infrastructure and reliable access
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o relevant social and comimiunity servicss. At the
netghbourhood or community level public and
commuinity agencies need o be able 1o offer early
interventions to avoid social need and ihe
resulting social problems becoraing entrenched,

Chaullenges

Most Auckianders gnjoy a cornfortable or modest
standard of living. Although unemployment has
dropped significantly, perhaps as many as one
tenth of Aucklanders live in sconomic hardship.
High housing costs are often a significant
contribuior 10 this hardship. Most of these poorer
households have childran, and a significant
propartion are sither Maor or Pacils. High
housing costs have tended to drive other social
and economic needs for iow-income Auckland
families. These inciude problerns around
avar-crowding, the affordability of healthy food
and harae hieating, which in twn lead to health
problems especially for very voung children and
the chronically . High housing costs often also
izad to problerns of housing mobility and
transience which impacts on children’s fearning
and on neighbourhood sociability and cohesion.

Continuing to address social disadvaniage within
parts of the Auckland region is a key chalflenge
for Auclklanders. To avoid sncial disadvantage
hecoming entrenched and more concentrated,
effort is required to connect comimunities 1o each
other in terms of sharsed spaces, oocasions and
resources. I is also important to ensure that
poorer communities are not left behind in terms
of access to ICT, educational opporiunities and
protection from crime.

The way suburbs are built and rebuilt is critizal to
their success socially, The disconnection between
urban planners and social service agencies has
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contributad t the absence of a social dimension @ ensuring the availability of decent affordable
in the deveiopiment of new suburbs and in the housing capable of meeting changing farmily
redevelopment of exisling ones. This neads

disconnection can be avoided through an
expansion of the focus of urban growth planning
and early engagement by Government agencies
in this planning.

w a multi-party joined-up approach’ involving
local and central governiment plus community
and voluntary organisations

@ making schools the centre of communities

Potontial responses and offering a wider range of in-school and
. ) after-schoo! programmes Yor children and their

Qpportunities for future changs should focus on parents
peonts, the social institutions that support them ) ) .
and the places in which they live. This could @ council-sponsored envirenmental improvement
mean, for example: initiatives including maore active graifiti removal

_ ] i i as a means of improving community pnde and
& & focus on early intervention and preventing solf-image

disadvantage, particutarly around education,

. & suppor for community organisations 1o
health and housing pp Ty 07ge i

increase levels of paricipation in community

@ ensuring the right connections between avents and active recrestion.

schools, training and work are in place early,
giving young peopie a hopetfu! and job-rich
future

# supporiing at-risk young people to achieve
aducationally, to have the core life skills for
adult life, and to successfully transition into
employment or training

@ enabling disabled peonle are able to {fulfil
their potential through meaningiul access to
education, training and empioyment
opporiunities

% Inoreasing loeal business activity and
ampoyment that enable people 1o be
productive and utilise their skills and abilities

@ recognising and nurturing locsl leadership,
particularly within vounger age groups and
enabling individuals to participate fufly in
community and civic life
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A sense of identily ard belonging, respuct for
diversity and understanding of owr differences
and nlize what brings o5 ogethern s sssuatiat for
fdtviduals angd comumuniiios 1o sonnest snd |
Hwe together .

O identitios are shaped by our belisfe, values
arvdd behaviours, our gender, sibnicity, age, abill.
tias and experionces. ldeniity vlse comes feom
placs, reflecting the natural fpatures, nelghbour
hoods amd social networks whers we Hwe ouwr
daily Bves. Aveldand’s natural charsetern cultura!
hevitage and konle festures provide the region
with o unigue basis for ideniily, Locs! centres,
nelphbourhoods and social networks and gt
tions, if wall supported, can offer a strong sense
of belonging and sommaunity,

This direction foruses on knowing “who we are’
88 @ rugion, and how we work togathar as the
civirse coymmunities that make up the region.
b slen focuses on how we 8o seen by othess.
Auckiand's identity in the global raarkeiplace is
critieat to our dernationsl compatitiveness and
peonomis prosgrsity,

Upporiunities

In calebrating our diverse identities we create the
opportunity to become a suceessful, culturaily
diverse and socially cohesive society. Diversity is
faurishing in the arts and creative industries and
1$ also influencing New Zealanders' lifestylas, with
increasing numbers attending ethnig/religious
festivals and local markets, and enjoying ethnis
restasrants and New Zealand music.

Giokally, we have an opportunity to promote the
Auckiand region as a sustainable and resilient
region, with a robust environmentat base,
flourishing social and cultural fife and dynamic
economy. . As a point of difference in the world,
Auckiand is developing an identity strongly
Havoured by the unigue identity of Maori. And the
fusion of #s distinet European, Pacific, Asian and
other cultures,

Challenges

With growth, Auckland is becoming increasingly
demaographicaily diverse, and quite different from
the rest of New Zealand. Currently the Auckiant
region absorbs 70% of all new immigrants to
New Zealand. Climate change and other globai
shifts may increase the rates of migration, putting
further pressure on Auckiand’s communities and
may impact on Auckland's sense of identity.

Even as we become significantly different from
the rest of the country, touchstones of the New
Zealand identity - clean and green, tolerances,

and & willingness to give people 8 "fair go’ - will
remain important sources of Aucklanders’ identity
and attractors for tourisis and migrants. As we
define our regional future, we need to find ways
of retaining these national sources of identity and
ronnecting beyond our boundaries, particisdarly
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with our immaediate neighbours in ihe Asia-Pacific
region.

Significant differences identies |, arg emerging
across the region, particualry in terms of age.
ethnicity and wealth. This brirgs & growing risk
of polarisation hetwenn differapt communities.
This may be hased on economic deprivation and
iack of opportisnity, or from a sense of social
axciusion.

With an increasingly minbils and connected
popuiation, many Aucidanders identify with other
parts of the world and other communities of
interest. A wider range of giobal trends and
events could have an influence ovar our identities.
For example, access to technology such as the
internet can both connect and divide people and
may change the way social relations develop.

Potentinl respenses

Oppartunities for future change should focas on
people, the social institutions that support them
and the places in which they live. This conld
mean, for example:

1. Levaloping a distinative Aueltinng
tfontity
% A competitive toursm and marketing brand
that:
Recognises and reinforces Auckiand's
leading place in, and relationships with,
the Asia-Pacific Region
- Builds on Auckland’s role as the New
Lealand's gateway 1o the world

- Reflects our sirengths as frash, multiculiural,
welcorming, caring and well organised
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- FPositions Auckland as a world-class
sustainable city-region that attracts skifled
migrants, tourisim and investment,

A urban form and building style that speaks io
vur place in the wortd by;
Improving the ralationship betweean the
valued natural features of Auckiand and the
buill anvironmaent so thal we can be as proud
of our buildings as our landscapes

Complementing our strong, dramatic
tandscapes with civic bubldings, spaoss and
pubhbc art that speak of our biculiural past
and multicultural future

- Ensuring major infrastiucture devslopment
contributes to characiay identily and shared
wision.

2. Swrengthening joost and plaee-based
ideniitios

|

k4

Recognising that the Auckland region is a singie
ragion of mulliple communities, with distingtive
identities, based on cultures, arts, history and a
sense of place

Maintaining the identity of indivigual
communities by strengthening those aspects

of the natural and built enwiranment and the
social institutions that make thermn unigque. For
example, preparing local area design and
development codes

Ensuring that significant landscapes and
heritage sites are actively identified and
protecied,.

Strengthening local process for dialogue and
deciston making that give all communities
choice and a share in decisions that affect them

3. Rospecthng end rofleuting divereity
& Improving supgert for migrants, assisting thermn

o settie and integrate to maximise their

talent and avoid creating social problems,
whilst retaining their distinet cultural identities.
Tha Regional Seitlement Strategy Action Plan is
a key opportuniy herg

Build an existing evernis to develop and
international, regionat and locat calendar of
gvents that celebrats the diverse identities in
the region, building off existing events such as
Pasifika, Dhwall, Chinese Mew Yaar and the
Going West Literary Festival

Developing opportunities for engagement

and lgarning about othar culiures and respect
for diversity through schools, communities,
workplaces and the media. The New Zealand
Diversity Action Programme provides a sltong
platform for this.

Find wavs to heip communities express their
cultural identity through more innovative and
adaprive use of public and private space

Commitment to the principles of universal
design, so thal spaces, sefvices snd events are
accessible to and inciusive of evervone

Governance arrangemernts (o ensurs ali

communhities are able to engage in democratic
processes.

B ¥4
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