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Dsar Mrs Vaidyansth

{ am the owner of 333 hectares of land at Bethedls Baach, the majority of which is under conservation cove-
nant,

1 refer to a lefter from Gyles Bendall, dated 28 August 2009, informing me of a significant change to the
Green Network Rales Relief Policy, via the Long Term Counclt Community Plan 2008-2019 iLTCCP). A
sopy of that letter is attached for vour inforoation.

Unfortunately, shorily affer receiving the latter, ! was in a fife threataning accident and so t am only well
gnoagh to write jo you now.

The {efter from M Benidall informed me that "covenant holders will now only be able 10 receive rates ralief
for & maximu of five (5) years™.

As g covenant holder, this Councif decision causes me great concern. My late hushand Ross wag involved
it & decade of negoliations and legal struggles with the Waitakere City Council regarding the status, care
and use of his land, as was his father before him. | was also involved in these negotiations during my mar-
riage to Ross, and now take primary charge of the land and dealings with Councit.

We were delightad when a sefferment was reached with the Councit in July 2008, a settlemant which an-
sures that the natural and landscape values of the fand are protected, without preciuding the owrer from
vontimeng to fve and work on the land. Akey aspect of the setllement was the creation of 3 conservation
covenant in perpetuily on the majority of the land. Public access tracks have beert and are to be created
through the covenant areas to enabie public enjoyment of this unique part of the West Coast.

This selfiemant represented the forging of an ongoing partnership between the Bethell family and the Coun-
it ins the profection and care &f fhe land,

integral fo the setflement and in particular, ihe covenanting of the land, was the mutual understanding and
express goknowledgement that the owner would receive substartial, ongoing rates relief for the cavenanted
areas under the Green Network Rates Relief Policy.

} was understandably dismayed 0 receive the letter from Mr Bendall informing me that rates refief would
nov anly apply until 1 July 2094, This {3 in direct conflict with our agreement with Council and jeopardises
the vishility of the land under & conservation covenant.

I conelder thal a change in policy is bhighty unjust and in conflict with the basis upon which we entered into
the covenant. | ask that the Council rescind the 5 year fimitation and reinstate the former poicy.



ATTACHMENTAAS

Limiting rates relief 10 B years ig fikely o render the continued ownership of covanarted land untenable. The
Bethell tamily cannot generale any reasonable income from the covenanted areas and myself, my daughter
and step-sons will bear the burden of a vast area of covenanied land with no financial assistance for rising
rates cousts, and the for the ongoing costs of land maintenance and preservation.

This is recognised in the Report of the Mayor (28 Oclober 2008}, acknowledging the tragic passing of Ross.

"Rating and care of the iand which brings in no financial return has been a very difficuit and complex
issue and here | am talking of a coast rich in seafood, and land that could be used for farming, filming
and of course timber. . Mark Dacombe, the first Chief Executive Officer of Waitakere City said ta me on
rry etection as mayor, "These people (meanting the Bethefl family) nesd fo see justice™"

it seamis entirely unjust that awners who woluntarily protect their land for the good of all New Zeslanders are
suddenly stripped of the financial assistance which they relied upan when entering into the cavenant,

Further injustice has ocourred in the fact that the proposed policy change was not outlined fn the draft
LTCCP, and was not publicly riclified in any way. 1 theroughly reviewed the LTCCP and made submissions
oh particular matters - but there was no reference to an infended change to the Gresn Network Rates Refief
Policy. Had the proposal been notified | would of course made a strong submission in opposition.

t consider this to be a breach of good faith and guestion the legifimacy of the palicy change given the lack of
proper procedure. The actions taken by the Coundii raise issues of natural justice, and | consider the limita-
fion of rates refief to be entirely inappropriate and unjust, particularly given that the public was not given the
opparttmity {o submit on the matier,

The covenanting of such a large area of envitonmentatly significant land at Bethells Beach is & taonga for ali
New Zealanders. The entering info a covenant in perpetuity, binding fulure generations of the Bethell family,
was not & decision taken lightly. The covenant was contingent on the provision of ongoing rates reffef,

| reiterate my request that the policy change be rescinded immediately, and the former rates relisf policy be
reinstated, to ensute that ongoing relief is provided. 1 seek urgent atfention {o this matter, o that | may re-
gain certainty abaut the future of the land,

{ took forward 10 hearing from you-onthls matter as scon as possible,

Sinceraly yours,

YChief Bxeeutive |
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QEH National Trust

Dr G Camphell

Director of Strategic Planning. Openwi;:icaii:x;zialand
¢/ Waitakere City Council )
Private Bag 93 109

Henderson

Whaitakere 0650

7 Cctober 2009

Policy of non rateability of QEN covenarnds

Dear Or Camphked

Thank you for meeting with Margaret Mckee and myself to discuss the recent change in the Green Network Rates
Refief Policy, Hmiting rates relief 10 a period of five years. As discussed in the meeting the implications of this policy
are of concern to OEH.

This change to the Green Network Rates Reliaf Policy would indicate that Waitakere City Council is not supportive of
landowners, who under a QEil covenant have the natural features on their land protected in perpetuity.

This. policy means that Waitakere City Council is not adhering to the Local Government {Rating) Act 2002 (LGRA).
The LGRA states “land owned or used by and for the purposes of the Queen Elizabeth the Second Mational Trust is
non-rateable’. Non-rating of QEH covenants by Waitakere City Council, white usually of small financial impact, is
hawever recognised as 2 very significant incentive and encouragemaent to landowners to protect natural features on
private land,

AL present 18 of 21 registered covenants in the WaitaKere City Council area have applied for rates relief. These 18
tovenants have QEl monitoring visits every two vears, to ensure ongoing adherence to covenant conditions. The
cost in rates relief to Waitakere City Council is $8350.42, an average of S463.97 per covenant. For such a nominal
amount, this change in Council policy will undermine the existing goad working refationship between the Council,
the Trust and Covenant Landowners and put at risk coliaborative projects such as the “Waitakere Threatened Plant
Project.”

QEH requests that the Waitakere City Council reconsider its change in rates relief policy, it order for i to meet the
requirements under LGRA and Resource Management Act 1991 section 6.

Yours sincerety

[

Maittand Manning

Fielg Operations Manager
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Foothills Walkway §
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