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NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE

Te Ope Kaatua o Aotearoa
HEADQUARTERS NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE /@E

Private Bag, Wellington, New Zesland
Telephone: [04) 436 D935, Focgimil [04) 496 086D, Emallr harasi®nadlimilna
s e 78D8/6/PLAN
7 A |
' I May 2008
The Chief Executive
Waitakere City Council
Private Bag 93109
Henderson
Waitakere City
Dear Sl

OUTLINE PLAN: REMOVAL OF ST MARKS CHAPEL HOBSONVILLE

This lstter is issued under delegation from the Minister of Defence pursuant to

s 176A(5). of the Resource Managemesnt Act 1991, In response to Wailakere City
Council recommendations of 18 March 2005 congerning relocation of the St Marks
Chapel at Hobsonville.

The NZDF is seaking to relocate the St Marks Chapel from Hobsonville to Papskura
for continued use by the Special Air Services Group.

As RNZAF Hobsonvilie is designated for Defence Purposes, an outline plan of the
rejocation proposal was submitted to your council as the Temitorial Authority pursuant
10 8176A of the Resource Management Act, to allow your council to request changas
to the proposed works before commeancement. "r k]

Your report of 18 March 2005 on the Outline Plan of Works recommended that the St
Marks Chapel should remain in its current position at Hobsonville Airbase at Buckley
Ave. | have considered the points that you have raisad and make the following
observations;

Firstly, RNZAF Hobsonville is an Air Force Base and is held and designated for
defence purposes. Papakura Military Camp similary is @lso held and degignated for
defence purposes. The 5t Marks Chapel is an NZDF asset, empioyed for defence
purposes at one location, and will remain an NZDF asset employed for defence
purposes, at a different location.

As the Chapel is to be relocated for continued use as a Chapel on a Defence ’
establishment, then the relocation is a “Defence Purposs” and is authorised under
the designation.

Secondly, | understand that your councll has obtained independent architectural

advice on the physical heritage attributes of the building. That advice is consistent
with NZDF's own assessment and is no diffarent to information available when the
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Chapei was listed as only Category il in the District Plan. | will also nofe that the
physica! structire and design of the building itseif is replicatec by ancther St Marks
Chapel, constructas in the same seriod, and currently located at nearby RNZAF
Whenuapai. ,
et

The Chaps! has recoghised.hertage value in relation io its context and esring; for
milltary purposes on a military establishment. both of which will be substantially
altsrad as the adjoining jand Is vacaled by the RNZAF and Is subsequently
developed by Housing New Zealand Corporation for state housing antd marine
industrial purposeas over the next fow years.

Relocation of the Chape! {c Papakura Military Camp to serve the Special Alr Services
Graup will act to preserve the heritage values of the Chapel in & military satting.

Thirdly, while there may be strong persona! links that soms ex-service personnei
have with the Chapel, It needs o be recognised that Defence Chapels are not
nomally avallable for use by the ganeral public. Services at Hobsonville were
discontinued in March 2004 The local corimunily has not reacled in any way to this
closure, and ne complaints have bean recsived. Regular gervioes for Dejence
personnel and families continue at the Chapet at RNZAF Whenuapai.

The links that some individuais may have with the Chapel do not override the need to
consider flrst the community of interest for serving military personnel.

~ Finally, it appears that your council may have had an expectation that the Chapel and

NP

the land it sits on wouk! ba passed over to the Council as part of reserve

contributions reguired for the redevelopment of Base Hobsonville. Any such ,
expectation that your council may have had coukd only ever have been a prospective
spportunity, should the siatutory disposal process have allowed it. '

it has always been ciear that RNZAF Hobsonville would be disposed of in

.;g'. e
accordance with the reguirernents of the Public Works Act 1981. This has meant ’h‘;atz%

most of the land at Hobsonville, and explicitly that land upen which the Chapsl is
sltuated, is about fo transfer to Housing NZ Corporation Limited for State Houeing
purposes,

St Marks Chape! is s Defence ageet. 1t was built for military purposes, i has served
the military tor over 60 years and it is the Detence sommunity, which has had z ong
&nd significant associatior: with the chapel. it ' NZDF's'intention that the Chapel be
retained In a military setting where it will continue to serve the Defence community
and where it will be more appropriately preserved, appreciated and respected than it
would on fand that is ne longer used for Defences purposes.

1 consider tharefore 1hay the Dutine Plan o remove tha Chapet does give affect
the purpose of the Resource Management Act and is not contrary {0 ite principies,
including the proisction of historic heritage from inappropriate subdivision, use and
developmant s 88 refers,
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My decision under 2ection 178A(5] of the-Resaurte Mznagement Ast I8 i0 deciing
your request that the Chapsl cemain in s current position at Hobsonvibe.

Yours sincerely

B R FERGUSON
Air Marshal
Chief of Defence Force
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Private Bag 82108 Refer: Harry O'Rourka : Executive Suile
Henderson Extengion No. 8302 © Civic Centre
Waitzkere City

18/5/05

8. R. Ferguson

Alr Marshal

Crief of Defence Force

Headquarters New Zealand Defence Force
Private Bag

WELLINGTON

Dear Sir

OUTLINE PLAN: REMOVAL OF ST MARKS CHAPEL HOBSONVILLE

| acknowledge receipt of your ietter dated 10 May concerning the decision by the Minister of Defence to relocate
St Marks Chapei at Hobsonvilie to Papakura Military base for the Speciat Alr Services Group.

The Council has received iegal advice that the proposal to remove the chapel from the base and relocate it to
Papakura is outside the scope of the designation and therefore a resource consent is reguired to remove the
category Il heritage building as a discretionary activity. [t is on the basis of this advice that Councii indicatec 1o
NZDF on or about 16 February that Council did not support the removai of the Chape! and recommended that #
withdraw the request. Subsequently, the Council’s recommendation was refused, anc your latest letter confirms
your decision on this recommendation.

The Counci’s view is that the buiiding does have heritage merit not oniy in terms of its architectural significance
but more importantly in terms of its significance ic the community. it Is an integrai pant of the military base and
contribules to the sense of piace or identity of the jocal area. The Council is keen for the Chapel {0 remain as
nart of & cluster of bulidings that wouid form a reserve 1 be used by the Hobson iile community. The Council's
Planning & Regulatory Commitiee passed a resoiution in March this yvear stating:

“312/2005

Thai the Mayor be requested to contact {the MP for the Hobsonvilie area) John Key and the hionourabie Chris
Carier fo join him in approaching the Chief of Defence Forces to ensure that St Marks Chapel &l Hobsonville
Airbase and the surrcunding heriiage buildings remain on their present sites.”

It is interesting 1o note that NZ Defence’s approach to managing historic heritage is not entirely consisient wiith
sB{f} of the Resource Management Act 1991 or the Policy for Government Depariments’ Management of Historic
Heritage 2004 developed by the Ministry of Culture and Heritege. In particuiar, policy 12 regarding use and policy
15 regarding community participation are relevant and state:

"Policy 12- Use
Government deparimenis will ensure that thelr piaces o
such 2 way that
I thay retain, where sppronrigte, an ongolng funciion in the life of the commu
heritage vaiues;
ihe sortinuation of original or long-term uses is strongly encouraged; and

GH they are noi disposed of without fully exploring options for thelr reuse o aliern

storic

neritege value in active use zre managed in

y compatibie with

tive compalinle uses,

Bolicy 15 — Community pariicipation
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Government deparimenis will invite public participation, where appropriate in the management of historic herilege
¢ special significance through various initiatives, such as:

bl

3G

v

i seeking pubiic comment on conservation plans or disposal of historic heritage;

establishing partnerships with communities of interest; end
fi. yoiuntary notification of resource consent appiicaticns.”

it ig the CounciP’s view that ihe Chapel has a role and function that is broader than iust another building asset on
the miliiary base and its iocation ig an integral part of its cuitural heritage value. The Chapel nas been 2 piace of
worship for the community and local people have & connection with the site. Many of them have been married, or
attended baptisms and funerais there. The Councli is aware of documents that indicate that the Chapel was
funded by private individuals in Hobsonville. If the Chapel remains in fts current location, # will have an on-going
function: in the iife of the community that is compatible with its heritage vaiues.

The Councils soiicitors’ have been nstrucied o file an amended appesl with the Environment Court on the
Cutline Pian of Works decision and seek a declaration on this matter.

Yours faithfully,

Harry O'Rourke, MNZM, JP
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER




