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Olympic Park Recreational Reserve

Draft Reserve Management Plan

This docurment is a Management Plan for the Olympic Park Reserve within Waitakere and Auckiand Glties. The Plan
has been developed as a guide for the pratection, use and development of the Reserve, with an emphasis on
managing its organised and informal recreation while recognising its cultural heritage and ecological rahabilitation
opporunities.

The project team is appreciative of the interest shown by the users of the park and the residents Wailakere City
throughout the development of this Management Plan and thanks ail those who took the time to be involved.

January 2003

Prepared by
Boffa Miskell Limited

For

Waitakere City Council

Olywpic Park braft Reserve Management Flan, Jamiazy 2003

Al



cCo

DRAFT

NTENTS

Part One

Summary

1.0

2.0

3.0
4.0

5.0

Context

1.1 Olympic Park _
1.2 Pumpose of the Reserve Management Plan
1.3 The Management Plan Process
1.4 How to Use this Management Plan
Statutory Requirements

2.1 Reserves Act 1877

2.2 Resource Management Act 1891
2.3 Historlc Places Act 1903

2.4 Auckiand Regiona! Pan: Coastal
2.5 Distrlet Plans

Titles and Administration
Strategic Contexdt

4.1 Greenprint

4.2 Green Metwork

4.3 Parks Strategy

4.4 Weed Strategy

4.5 lLeisure Strategy

4.6 Te Kawerau A Maiki Trustr Resource Management Statement
4.7 Ngaii Whaiua

Reserve Value Descriptions

5.1 History of Reserve

5.2 Natural Environment

5.3 Offsite Relationships and Views
6.4 Sile Use

5.8 Communily Bulldings and Leases

Part Two

Ohjectives and Policies

Part Three

Concept Plan

Design Guidelines

Reference Matetial Consulted

Appendix 1

Summary of Submissions

Appendix 2

Leases

Clympic Fazk Draft Beserve Manag

P2

kvl

o
Q

o

1t Plan,

January 2403

P T R - R S+ S - N - L T T R - U R O S S A

N -
(4 L N LA S

17

31
33
35



DRAFT

PART ONE:

ITNTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

Summary

Qlymple Park's principal purpose is to provide an intagrated mix of organised sport and Informal and passive
recreation opportunities to atfract [ocal users, while enhancing the natural processes in the park in accordance with
Waltakere City Council's Green Network Strategy.

This puipose recognises the historical sports and formal recreation uses of the park, while acknowledging the
potential for the park to contribute to Waltakere Ciiy's green nefwark sirategy. Currently the main issue for the Park
is the potential over deveiopment ¢f the site i arder ta maintain a balance between formal recreation ang informal
recreation activiies, while encouraging ecological rehabilitation.  Part's of the reserve currently have, low armenity
levels and personal safety issues.

This Management Plan offers an opportunity to outfine a viston for the future of Olympic Park, The Concept Plan
fustratas how this vislon will enhance the parks amenity while allowing for continued recreation use.

Key objectives of the draft Reserve Management Plan are outlined beiow:

» To continue to allow use of the Park for organised and seif-directed sport in a way that helps achieve the
cther chiectives;

»  Toimprove the amenily of the Park in order to make the reserve attractive and enhance its use for sports
and informal recreation;

+  Toenhance the Park’s envirohmental values through the establishment of Green Netwatk corridors;

« Ta provide appropriate Council management for the Park to enable enjoyment of the City's asset by the
{ocal and regional community, both now and in the future;

e To ensure that the use and ephancement of the Park recognises and allows for the existing infrastuctura
and its unigue environment.
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1.0 Context

1.1 Olympic Park

Olymipic Park is a 7 hectare recreational reserve in New Lynn, Waitakere City. The park was established in 1918 as
the New Lynn Domain, and was originally 2.8 ha in size. Additional properly lots have been progressively added fo
the park during the tast 70 years, the most recent addiion being the Wolverton Land, orlginaily a landfill adjacent to
the park.

The park has a strong sporting history, and is cutrently the venue for a number of sports clubs, including athletics,
saceer, gymnastics, indoor bowls and the Waitakere City Trusts' Brass Band. Cydling and athletics have besn a
major focus at Ofymgic Park since the late thirtles. The Lynndale Athletics Club which is based at the park has
produced a number of Olympic athlelas,

It is considered that, the main issue for the Park is the potential over devalopment of the site In order to maintain a
halance between formal recreation and informai recreation activities, while encouraging ecolegical rehabilitation.
Pari's of the reserve currenily have, low amenily fevals and personat safety issues,

Other specific issues include:

«  Olympic Pari’s role as & gateway io the ity because it is located on the boundary of Waltakere and
Aucikland Citias;

+ Development of the Wolverten Land and the integration of this area with the original Olymplc Park; and
»  There is potential ta increase the ecological and environmental value of the reserve;

This Management Flan offers an opportunity fo outline a vision for the future of Olympic Park. The Concept Plan
illusirates how this vision will enhance the parks amenity while aliowing for continued racreation use.

1.2 Purpose of the Reserve Management Plan

The atm of the Management Plan for Olympdc Park is to provide for an infegrated mix of organised sport, Informal and
passive recreation, and sducative opportunities to attract local users, while enbancing nalural environmentat
processes in the park in accordance with Waltakere City Council’s Green Nebwork Sirategy.

This Reserve Management Plan provides a framework for carrying out the fufure management of the Reserve in an
integrated way. [t sets out governing principles for management that can be readily understood by those whose
actions or interests will be affected by the Plan. This Flan has also besn created within the context of Councif's
Parks Strategy and Greenprint.

1.3 The Management Plan Process

The production of this plan was in accordance with the provisions of the Reserves Act 1977, and included public
consultation. The steps involved in this process are shown below:

July 2002
Public Notification of intention o review Management Plan

+
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July -~ September 20062
Background research and initial discusstons contact with key interest
groups and continuing liaison with Auckland City

b

August - 2002
Public workshops on Management Plans issues and suggestions for
amendrnents to concept plan

KR

31 September 2002
Preliminary submissions ctosed

J

30 Gctober 2002
Public summary warkshop prior to drafting of Management Plan

¥

Hovember 2003
Draft concept plan preparation and proposed amendments to
Management Plan draft

Jr

20 November 2002
Public summary workshop post drafting of Management Flan

G

Current Stage
Draft pian prepared and presented to New Lynn Community Board for
approval to publicly notify

0

Amended draft plan publicly nitified for submissions

»

Submission pariod closes

b

Hearing of Subrrissions on Draft Plan by New Lynn Community Board
and decisions on submissions, adoption of Final Management Plan on
behaif of Coundil

+
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Plan kept under continual review by Wallakere City

1.4 How to Use this Management Plan

This Management Plan (the Plan) is in three pars. Part One provides an introducﬁoﬁ to the Reserve, its context and
an exptanation of the statutory nature and process of the Management Plan,

Part Two provides a background o and an outiing of the issues associated with particular policy categories within the
Plan and then outlines policy and implementation for each.

Part Three consisis of the Concept Plan which has been developed for the Reserve.

2.0 BStatutory Requirements

2.1 Reserves Act 1877

The Reserves Act 1977 requires that every Reserve has a Management Plan. Once adopted, the plan is subject {o
continuous review to take account of changing circumsiances or increased knowledge about the Reserve. The
review process is outiined in the Reserves Act and provides for public notification and submissions.

The intention of a Management Plan is to:
“provide for and ensure the use, enjoyment, protection and preservation, as the case may reguire and fo the
exfent that the administering body’s resources permit, the development, as approptiate, of the Reserve for the
puposes for which it was classified.”

Oiympic Park has been classified as a ‘Recreation Reserve' under the provisions of the Reserves Acl.

2.2 Resource MWanagement Act 1991

The purpose of the Resource Management Act 1891 {(RMA) Is to:
“Promote the sustainable management of natural and physical resources..”
Issuas which are considered to be of national importance in the RMA are:

a) The preservation of the natural character of the coastal environment, wetiands, lakes and rivers and their
margins, and the protection of them from inappropriate subdivision, use and development;

by The protaction of cutstanding natural features and landscapes from inappropriate subdivision, use and
development;

¢} The protection of areas of significant indigencus vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauns;

d} The maintenance and enhancement of public access to and along the coastsl marine area, lakes and
rivers;

8) The relationship of Maori and thelr culture and tradifions with their ancestral lands, water sites, waahi tapu
and other taonga.

Olympie ®ark Draft Repepve Mansgament Plan, January 2003 4
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2.3 Historic Places Act 1983

Under Section 10 of the Historic Places Act 1993, al archaeological sites, whether recorded or not, are protected and
may not be destroyed, damaged or modified without authority from the New Zealand Historic Places Trust.
Considering the cuitural histary of the area it is likely that the site contains unknown culturai and archaeoiogical sites,
however, many of these could have been dastroyed previously as a result of the Taylor Street Landfill.

2.4 Auckland Regional Plan: Coastal

Section 63(2) of the RMA states that the purpose of the preparation, implementation and administration of regional
coastal plans is to assist a regional coungil, in conjuncicn with the Minister of Conservation, to achisve the purpose
of the RMA in relation to the coastal marine area of the Auckiand Region.

The Plan identifies areas of significant conservation value within the greater Auckland Region, which are classified as
Coastal Protection areas (CPA). The Whau River that adjoins Otympic Park at the confluence of the Avondale
Stream is identified as CPA 54, containing

“substantial quaniiies of saline vegetation. There are around 40 ha of mangroves with the taifer trees
grawing in the lower intertidal areas and mangroves of smaller stature growing in the firmer high intertidal
regions. These in turn grade info fringe of salfmarsh fining the coast. The saline vegetation /s an important
habitat for threafen secretive coastal fringe hirds particularly where it abuts terrestrial vegetation which
provides roosts for the birds at high tide and potential nesting sites * {Auckland Regional Plan: Coastal,
Schedule 3).

2.5 District Plans

Both the Proposed Waitakere Clty District Plan and the Operative Auckland City District Plan: Isthmus Section apply
to Olympic Park. The Avondale Stream that runs north south in approximately the centre of the park divides the
jurisdiction of the two district plans.

2.5.1 Waitakere City

The Proposed Waitakere City District Plan identifies Waltakere City's parks as Open Space Environments, overiain
by the Natural Area characteristics of those parklands. Areas of natural vegetation, wildlife habitat and potential
habitat (Restoration Areas) are partof a reen Network' that are affordec special protection under the policies and
nies of the District Plan. The westemn portion of Clympic Park is zoned Open Space Environment with
acknowladgement of the two high voltage electricity lines (over 33 kV). In addition the western margin of the
Avondale Stream has been recognised as having ecological linkage opportunities.

2.5.2 Auckland City

The Operative Auckland City District Plan: Isthmus Section Identifies parks as Open Space Zones. There are five
Qpon Space Zones, conservation, informal recreational, organised recteation, community, and leisure complexes.
Additional limitation zoning is also applied to properties to manage land use and environmental effects specific to
gach site.

Under the provisions of the Operative Auckland City District Plan: Isthmus Section, the eastern portion of Olympic
Park (Wolverton Land) is zoned Open Space 2 -~ Informal Recreation. Additional imitations apply fo the slte. A
designation for a proposed public reserve, Wolverton Street Estuary, applies to the eastern margin of the Avondale
River, and a significant portion of the site is identified as 2 Coastal Management Area.

Olywpic Papk Draft Rezasrve Mapagemant Plan, January 2003 5
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District Plan ndes are used to manage effects of activities on surrounding areas, In particular, nofse, fighting, traffic
movements and the placement of struchires at the houndary, together with effects on the natural environment with
regard to earthworks, vegelation cearance and impermeable surfaces.

This Reserve Management Plan will be used to manage effects on Olympic Park. [t also provides detailed
management and planning for the placement of any buildings, paths and active play areas in relation fo the specific
qualities of tha park.

3.0 Titles and Administration

Qlympic Park comprises 7.0561 ha owned in fee simple by Waitakere City Council. Titles are listed in Appendix 2.
Olympic Park encompasses three forrmer reserves:

s New Lynn Domain;
»  Olympic Park; and
«  Wolverton Land,

Part of the Wolverton Land is owned by Auckland City Council. This comprises Lofs 81, 82, 83, 84 Section 2 Town of
Whau. In addition, an unformed cul-de-sac area is owned by Auckland City Councll.

Olympic Park is classified ‘Recreation Reserve’ in accordance with the Reserves Act 1977, and tha dlassification is
notified in the N.Z Gazette. The classification dates are listed in Appendix 2.

The park is administered by the Wallakere City Council Parks Section.

4.0 8Strategic Context

Waitakere City Council has a policy framework under which the Management Plan has haen prepared.

4.1 Greenprint

This document contains the overall sirategic framework within which Waitakera City operates. The Greenprint
identifies key changes and actions required for Waitakera to become an eco-city and targets a number of key focus
areas o realise this vision. Thase are -

«  Communities,

+  City form and design;

¢« Transport and communication;
. Economic deveiopment:.

«  Taongs;

o City well-being; and

»  Energy, resources ang waste.

4.2 Green Network

The objective of the Council's Green Neiwork s 1o link exisling open space, streams and bush remnants inte an
acologically continuous, vegetated, gresn network extending from the ranges, along the stream and road networks

clympic Park Dratt Razssrve Management Plam. January 300  §
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and across open spaces to the sea, Within this corridor, which includes both private and public land, the full natural
progression of coastal ta mountaln vegetation, habitats and processes Is able to take piace.

The Green Network will be used:

« Toprotect significant natural vegetation and wildlife habitats;

» To develop ecological corridors which will atiow far the movement of wildlife, and the slow migration of
plants;

+  To protect significant landforms;

o To protect water quallty in streams and waterways bordered by the networl

«  Tormake the city a more attractive place visually,

« Potentially fo service households and business needs;

« As afiped protection tool;

»  To provide public accass 1o and along the coast, streams, lakes and other waterways,
« Tohelp integrate the City's natural and urban environments; and

+ To help create 2 new city form ... separated by the Gresn Netwerk but aiso linked by means of walkways
and cycle ways.

The Wolverton Land including the Avondale Stream, has the potential to reinforce ecological linkages and the City's
green network. This is particularly relevant in the context of Olympic Park’s rofe in providing for the Historical Whau
Portage Route Walkway.

4.3 Parks Strategy

The Councits Parks Straiegy provides a framework for the management of parks within the clty. Ten detaited
cbjectives of open space in the city have heen developed. The objectives set out a programme for the change and
improvement of apen space areas within the city. The objectives are:

1. Increase the use and enjoyment of parks;

2. Extend and improve the City's natural acosystems;

3. Increase the opportunities for people to enjoy nature in parks;

4. Parks are managed sustainability as part of the wider fandscape;

5. Improve the use, range and quaiity of sports facilities within the City;

8. Protect the heritage vatues within the parks and increase the awareness of the local area’s heritage;
7. To provide guality local and neighbourhood parks that are within walking distance throughout the Cliy:

8. To provide in partnership with 1w, and where relevant, the wider Maorl community, the protection of waahi
tapu and sifes of significance found on parks;

o, Involve communities in the design and management of parks; and

10. Toimprove the management and adminigtration of parks.

Olympic Park Draft Reserve Management Plan, January 2003 7
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City Wide Parks are seen as the key method of meeting the needs of Waitakere City in the future. Olympic Park is
classed as a City Wide Park and is seen as providing 2 unique recreational and potentiai ecolegical function within
the wider City Wide Parks network.

4.4 Weed Strategy

The goal of the WCC Weed Strategy is the "Protection of the quality, resilience, biodiversity and ecological infegrity of
Waitakere City's natural habltat from the impacts of envitonmental weeds”.

The Strateqy directs Council's approach to the management of environmental weeds. [t describes Council's fong
term goals and objectives, and provides a framework fo guide the Council in carrying out its roles and responsibiiities
with regard to identifying, prioritising and managing weed impacts.

4.5 Leisure Strategy

This document cutlines the Council’s goals for improving leisure opparfunities in Waitakere in the future, The Councll
aims to improve the happiness and health of the City's people and communities by promoting:

+ The enioyment of life and lsisure fima that comes from faking part in fun activities which build self
confidence, skills, physical health or fitness;

«  QOpportunities for outdaor recreation in our abundant green natural settings; and

»  Asenss of belonging, ‘communily’ and City identity,
The Strategy offers the foliowing guidelines as a way of achieving the goals.

«  Diversify leisure services 1o focus and improve provision for different groups and communities;
»  Improvs ratural amenity by buliding on the unique 'green’ and ‘Dlue’ images of Wailakere City; and
»  Develop community focal points near where people live and shop, with an atmesphere of enjoymsnt and
availabllity of low-cost casual leisure activities.
4.6 Te KXawerau A Maki Trust Rasource Management
Statement

The Resource Management Statement outlines the concerns and goals of the Kawerau a Maki Trust with regard to
the sustainable management of the Taonga within the tribal area of Te Kawerau A Maki, Resource management
issues are addrassed by the Kawerau A Maki Trust within the context of achieving a batance between:

+  The maintenance of spintuat and cultural valuss,
»  Environmental and heritage protection and enhancement, and

»  Social and economic development.

4.7 Ngati Whatua o Orakei Maori Trust

Ngati Whatua exercises kaifiakitanga over the material and non-material resources of their tribal area through thelr
relationship with Council {see section 6 RMA). Ngati Whalua customary righis are sourced In the confinued
cooupation and use of resources within this area. Implicit in the Maori resource management principle {kaitiakitanga)
is reciprocity. Tangata Whenua are therefore obligated to protect and restore the natural and cultural resources of the
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