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BACKGROUND & STRATEGIC CONTEXT

Waitakere City Council (the Council), in its capacity as District Licensing Agency (DLA), adopted a
Sale of Ligquor Policy in 1992, The Sale of Liquor Act 1989 {the Act) was amended in 1989 and
since then, more decision-making has devolved to DLAS.

The purpose of the Act is to establish a reasonable system of control aver the sale and supply of
fiquor to the public with the aim of contributing to the reduction of liquor abuse.

in November 2002 the Council recognised the need to update the Sale of Liquor Policy (the Policy)
to reflect the revised Act and to place the Policy in the context of a wider legislative framework —
including the Resource Management Act 1891 (RMA), the new Local Government Act 2002 and the
new District Plan {operative 27 March 2003)

The avaitability and use of alcohol has strong links to many of the Council's key oblective areas:
community safety, economic development, health and wellbeing, and the rights, needs and best
interests of children and youth. The Council has a range of relevant responsibilities and overall a
major impact on the drinking environment, including its role as DLA, developing District Plan
tegulations, making and enforcing bylaws and public heaith inspections.

While the Policy provides an important guideline for the Council, for the Sale of Liquor Inspector,
the Police, applicants and other interested parties, the Council also recognises the need o develop

a Strategy, or set of Strategies to address wider issues regarding alcohol use in Waitakere City
such as:

« Localion of new licensed premises.

« Underage drinking.

« Drinking in public places and liquor bans.

»  Alcohot advertising and sponsorship on Council propenty.

Therefore the Council has adopted a two-stage process. The first stage was to develop an Alcohol
Policy that:

Guides the Councit’s DLA function with regard {o the Act.

Provides clear guidance for the Council's Licensing Inspector and the Police,

Provides clear guidance to applicants and other interested parties.

Specifically uses the provisions within the Act to set licensed premise conditions that align
with the Council’s strategic objectives and the wider national legislative framework.

Supports the Act's purpose to reduce aicohol related harm.

+ |dentifies the broad range of alcohol related issues in the community and how they might best
be addressed.

> # w »

Stage two of the process is to develop a city-wide alcoho! strategy.

Significant community participation is vital. Therefore the foliowing draft Policy has been
developad with the assistance of a reference group comprised of the District Licensing inspector,
Police, the Safe Waitakere Alcohot Project, Council staff and the Last Drink Survey Coordinator. A
workshop was held with interested parties in April 2003, which provided valuable input into the
draft Policy and helped to identify wider issues for the City.

The draft Policy is now being circulated to those interested parties for further consultation. Public
submissions are encouraged. The draft Policy is available on the Councils website or from the
Council’s Strategy and Development Unit.

Submissions close on 1 August 2003.
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ISSUES TABLES

The following tables show how key issues identified by the reference group and workshop
participants have been addressed in this draft Policy and propose to be addressed through a
broader city-wide approach, which may lead 1o a suite of policies and practices that Council
decides to undertake together with community stakeholders.

These tables are included for consultation purposes only and will not be included in the final
dacument.
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