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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

EMERGENCY SERVICES SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
 

I hereby give notice that an Ordinary Meeting will be held on:- 
 
DATE: Tuesday, 2 April 2002 TIME: 9.00 am
 
VENUE: Civic Centre, 6 Waipareira Avenue, Lincoln, Waitakere City 
 
 
to consider the business as set out herein and to take any necessary action connected therewith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

26 March 2002 Sharon Simiona 
 COMMITTEE SECRETARY 

 
Telephone (09) 836 8000 extn 8820 

 
 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
 
Councillors DQ Battersby, JP (Chairperson) 

VS Neeson, JP (Deputy Chairperson) 
RP Dallow, QPM, JP 
AC Fenton 
GW Russell 

 
Mayor, Bob Harvey, QSO, JP (ex officio) 
Deputy Mayor, Carolynne Stone (ex officio) 
 
 
(Quorum 2 members) 
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1 APOLOGIES 

 

 
 
 

2 URGENT BUSINESS 

Section 46A(7) and (7A) of the Local Government Official Information Act and Meetings 
Act 1987 provides that where an item of business is not on the agenda, it may only be 
dealt with at the meeting if: 
 
(i) the item is a minor matter; and 
 
(ii) the Chairperson has explained at the beginning of the meeting (when open to the 

public) that the item will be raised for discussion, why the item is not on the 
agenda, and why it cannot be delayed until a subsequent meeting; and 

 
(iii) the Committee resolves to deal with the item. 
 
No resolution, decision, or recommendation may be made in respect of the item except to 
refer the item to a subsequent meeting for further discussion. 
 
NOTE: Urgent Business need not be dealt with now and may be delayed until later in 

the meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 

3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Ordinary - Tuesday, 5 February 2002 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Emergency Services Special Committee 
held on Tuesday, 5 February 2002, as circulated, be taken as read and now be 
confirmed. 
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4 INTRODUCTION TO CIVIL DEFENCE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT “ROADSHOW” 
PRESENTATION 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
The purpose of this report is to introduce a presentation on the new Civil Defence 
Emergency Management concept.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Central Government review of civil defence began in 1991 with the Law 
Commissions “Report on Emergencies”.  Ten years later the Auckland Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Group is a reality in advance of the new legislation, which it is 
hoped will become law this year. 
 
At a recent meeting of the Auckland Civil Defence Emergency Co-ordinating Executive 
Group, it was agreed that a “Roadshow” would be set up and offered to the seven new 
local Councils within the region as a way of briefing them on 
 
�� Local arrangements arising out of the coming Civil Defence Emergency Management 

legislation 
�� Budgetary matters of this new structure 
�� Management options 
 

A1 - A2  A background briefing paper is attached at pages A1 to A2. 
 
STRATEGIC CONTEXT 
 
Currently Waitakere City Council has a responsibility under the Civil Defence Act 1983 to 
plan for civil defence.  Under the new Civil Defence Emergency Management Act, this 
responsibility for local civil defence emergency management measures will continue, 
although the arrangements will be changed to a more region-wide structure. 
 
ISSUES 
 
The Civil Defence Emergency Management Bill currently awaits its second reading. 
There have been protracted delays in having this occur, because of the priority being 
accorded to other pieces of legislation.  Government is committed to the Civil Defence 
Emergency Management legislation being enacted in the present term. 
 
Regardless of legislative timing, councils in this region have agreed to continue 
implementing and refining the new local arrangements, and to fund key work programmes 
that improve the region’s preparedness to withstand significant disaster events.  These 
Work Programmes include: 
 
�� Drafting a regional Civil Defence Emergency Management Plan for the region 
�� Enhancing the capabilities of, and consistency between, Emergency Operations 

Centres across the region 
�� Creating a region-wide “whole of community” public education and awareness 

strategy 
�� Adopting an “all hazards” approach to risk identification and risk reduction. 
 
Today’s presentation to the Emergency Services Special Committee will provide the 
Councillors who have a special responsibility for civil defence emergency management 
matters, with the opportunity to gain a better understanding of the way in which this 
region is working towards setting up the structure required for the coming Civil Defence 
Emergency Management legislation. 
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RESOURCES 
 
In the 2002/2003 Financial year, Council has set aside $20,000 to support the Civil 
Defence Emergency Management projects. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
In summary, today’s presentation by a member of the Auckland Co-ordinating Executive 
Committee of the Auckland Civil Defence Emergency Management Group, will present an 
opportunity for this Committee to receive up-to-date knowledge of the direction in which 
this new structure will take this Council. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the information be received. 

Report prepared by:  Heather E Smith, Manager, Emergency Services Section. 
 
 

 
 
 

5 AUCKLAND REGION CIVIL DEFENCE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GROUP - 
GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS AND FUNDING 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
The purpose of this report is to enable the Emergency Services Special Committee to 
consider and take a position on matters relating to the organisation of the Auckland 
Region Civil Defence Emergency Management Group.  Council is required to take a view, 
due to the provisions of the proposed Civil Defence Emergency Management Bill which is 
currently awaiting its third reading before the House. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Committee considered a number of these issues at its February 2002 meeting.  In 
response to a report from officers on Regional Civil Defence Emergency Management 
arrangements, the Committee resolved: 
 

“That the Emergency Services Special Committee confirm Council’s position as 
follows: 
�� Support for the Joint Committee approach; 
�� Support for contribution from Territorial Local Authorities toward regional 

Civil Defence Emergency Management work programmes, with a majority 
proportion (in line with current levels) coming from the Auckland Regional 
Council; 

�� Support for three Emergency Response Zone’s and four Emergency 
Operations Centres in the region with Auckland City Council hosting the lead 
Group Emergency Operation Centre; 

�� Support for budget levels for 2002/2003 being in line with 2001/2002 levels; 
�� Support for the Emergency Response Controller role being filled by either the 

Manager of the Emergency Management Office or by appointment of a staff 
member from one of the region’s authorities to act as controller in an 
emergency event.” 

34/2002 
 
Since that time, arrangements have also been considered by the Civil Defence 
Emergency Management Group Committee, which is currently a Committee of the 
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Auckland Regional Council.  The Civil Defence Emergency Management Group 
Committee resolved: 
 

“That before the Committee take a position on the issue outlined in the report, the 
issues be reported to each Council, with each Council asked to indicate its position 
on these issues, with the result being reported to the May Committee meeting.” 

 
A8 - A11  Given this resolution, it is timely for Council to consider the report that went to the 

Regional Committee and formally indicate its views on the issues raised.  A copy of the 
report to the Regional Civil Defence Emergency Management Group Committee is 
attached at pages A3 to A7.  A copy of the report Council considered at its February 2002 
meeting is attached at pages A8 to A11. 
 
ISSUES 
 
From a staff perspective, the advice given to the Committee in February 2002 remains 
unchanged.  This Council has previously supported the joint committee structure for the 
Civil Defence Emergency Management Group and the proposed legislation is in line with 
Council’s position. 
 
In terms of funding arrangements, the Auckland Regional Council has signalled that it 
may stop funding its current regional Civil Defence undertakings should the joint 
committee structure be adopted in legislation due to concerns with the governance 
arrangements.  This Council has indicated that it does not agree with this position, and 
believes that the Regional Council should continue to fund work associated with the Civil 
Defence Emergency Management Group, given its regional nature. 
 
Waitakere City Council may not be able to convince the Auckland Regional Council in this 
regard.  However, it would be appropriate for it to confirm its position on regional 
organisational matters for the Civil Defence Emergency Management Group, and write 
formally to the Auckland Regional Council, setting out its position and requesting the 
Regional Council to continue funding on the present basis.  It would also be appropriate 
to confirm that should this step not be taken, the Council would be seeking a detailed 
review of the current administrative, support and operational resources employed on a 
regional basis to ensure greatest effectiveness, efficiency and the removal of any 
duplication.  Recommendations In line with this commentary are set out below. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
An earlier agenda item provides for a presentation to the Committee on regional Civil 
Defence emergency matters.  Council has been asked to establish its position on a 
number of Regional Civil Defence Emergency Management organisation matters, and the 
Committee is now in a position to take decisions on behalf of Council. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1. That the information be received. 

2. That Council confirm its previous position in relation to organisational 
arrangements for the Civil Defence Emergency Management Group. 

3. That in response to the request for feedback from the Auckland Region Civil 
Defence Emergency Management Group Committee, the Committee take the 
following positions: 

�� That each Council represented on the joint committee have one vote 

�� That this Council’s preference is for the Emergency Management Office to be 
domiciled with the Auckland Regional Council 
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�� That this Council’s preference for the basis of funding be based on the status 
quo, with each Council making a contribution to costs, but with the majority of 
regional costs being funded by the Auckland Regional Council from regional 
rates, recognising the existing local and in kind contributions made by 
territorial local authorities. 

4. That the Chairman write to the Auckland Regional Council, communicating 
Council’s preference and the rationale behind it. 

Report prepared by:  Ross McLeod, Director:  Corporate & Civic Services. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 


