PROPOSED PRESS RELEASE CONCERNING ACTION 1 AND 2

IName of City] adopts a declaration in support of the United Nations Millennium

Development Goals

!Name of City}, [date]: [Name of Cityl has endorsed a deciaration to express the commitment
of [Name of City] tc the fight against poverty, mass epidemics, and in favour of sustainable
development, gender equalilty. and access to education. This deciaration supports the United
Nations Millenniurn Deveicpment Goals and aims (o ensurs that fundamental progress in achieving

these geais throughout the world is made by 2015,

From 14 to 16 September 2005, Heads of State and Government wili meet at the UN headgquarters
to review progress in achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

Unfortunately, progress has been slow. This is why, at the initiative of their woridwide organisation
United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), hundreds of local governments throughout the
worid have adopted a declaration in support of the Miilennium Development Goals. The dectaration
demonstrates iheir coliective commitment and the crucial importance of local action in confronting

global probiems by praviding responses to the day-to-day realities of affected communities.

The UCLG Local Government Millennium Declaration will be handed over io the UN Secretary
General by a delegation of Mayors, members of statutory bodies of United Cities and Local
Governments. The will enable Local Governments o present their own assessment of progress
made n achieving the Milenniumm Development Goals and to indicate that fulfiment of the
Miliennium Development Goals requires greater involvement at the iocal level in the definition of

giobal policies.



RESOURCES FOR ACTION 3:
OPERATION “WHITE BANNER”

Operation "White Banner” is one of the highiighis of the United Cities and Local Governments

Milennium Towns and Clies Campsign.

It has been inspired by the Uniled Nations Millennium Campalign which cailis on citizens throughout
the world, and representative organisations from clvii society and government, to wear & white band
to demonstrate their support for the Miliennium Developmeni Goals.

nitoAwwaw mnillenniumeampaign .org

United Cities and Local Governments and iis members pravide additionai legitimacy 1o the
"Millennium Campaign” by demonstrating the support of local governments, which are direchy
responsibie for providing solutions o a iarge number of the probiems that the United Nations Goals
wish to address, such as local social pelicies, improvements o educational infrastructure, access o

water, social housing and protection of the envircnment.

United Cities and Local Governments and its members will alsc indicate their determination to
contribute to the eradication of exireme poverty and fo work towards the achievement of the
Milennium Development Goals. And, symbaiically, by providing an unexpected dimension to the

campaign, they will demoenstrate how effective they can be when they work together.

From 1 Sepiember. before the UN summit, and particuiarly while it is being held on 14-16

September, locai governments are invited o attach a white banner (o local government buildings

and city nhall. The following items shouid feature on the banner

+ the slogan: "2015: No excuse! The worid must be a better place. Our city supports the 8
Miilennium Development Goails”

s The logos of the city or locaj government, UCLG, the United Nations, and the millennium
campaign "no excuse 2015”7

RESOURCES

» Abanner (ses the modeis on the UCLG websile)

= Aproposed press reisase announcing and explaining the operation {see below}

NOTE: United Cities and Local Governmenis has provided below the resources you will need to launch
the campaign. United Cites and Local Governments has proviced below the rescurces you will need e
launch ihe campaign. Naturally, ¥ will be up fo your cify or assodiation o adapt the campalgn resourcas (¢
ivoal conditions both In tarmis of language a3 wel a3 format, size, dales and length of display.

The United Nations authornees vou o reproduscs their loge for tis campaign as does United Citles and Local

Sovernmenis. You  san oblaln logos from  the UCLC websiter  www gl

..
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PROPOSED PRESS RELEASE ON ACTION 3

{Name of fowr] gives iis support to the United Nations Millennium Development Goals

[The town], {date]: From XX to XX 2005, a white banner will be attached ‘o the City Hall. In this
way, [the city]l will demenstrate In the eves of the world its support for the United Nations
Miiennium Development Goals in the fight against poverty, mass epidemics, and in favour of

sustainabie development, gender equality, and access {0 ecducation.

Like hundreds of other towns and cities throughout the world, [the town!, a member of the world
organisation United Cities and Local Governments, has decided fo participate in the "Millennium

Campaign” organised by the United Nations.

The slogan of the campaign is "2013: No excuse! The world must ba a betler place". We have
adopied it for ourseives but we alsc want ¢ address this message fo our fellow citizens so that
they ioc can support the United Nations Geals, and to States so that they will fulfil the

commitments they have made,

From 44 o 16 Septemnber 2005, Heads of Stale and Government wiil meet at the UN headquarters
o review progress mace in achisving the Millennium Development Gosals. Unforiunately, progress
has been siow. This expiains why global mobilisation is required and why local governments must
be particularly Involved, as it is they wheo are responsible in large part for dealing, on a day-to-day

basis, with the problems addrassad by the Milennium Develonment Goals.
It is aiso imporiant herefors for fowns o demonstrate their collective commitment and the crucial

impaoriance of iooai action in confronting gicbal prebiems by respending to the day-lo-day reailities

of affecied communities.

AS s
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RESOURCES FOR ACTION 4:
SEND THE JOINING FORM TC THE WORLD SECRETARIAT

JOINING FORM FOR THE
UCLG MILLENNIUM TOWNS AND CITIES CAMPAIGN

[Name of city / local government association] joins local governments across the
world in committing to the 8 United Nations Millennium Development Goals, joins the
UCLG Millennium Towns and Cities Campaign and agrees to:

*Tick where appropriate

Action 1
Endorse the attached UCLG Local Government Millennium Declaration;

Action 2
Write to its nationai government calling for recognition of the role of iocai
governmenis in implementing the MDGs;

Action 3

Artach a white banner to local governmaent buiidings from 14-16 September
2005, with the slogar '2015: No excuse! The world must be a better
place’, showing the lcgos of UCLG and the United Natiens;

Action 4
Ask UCLG to include s name in the st of Millennium Towns and Citles to be
submitted tc the United Naticns Secretary General.

Adopted by [Name of city / Jocai government association] on [Date]

Name of the Mavor or of the President

Signature and/or stamp

=

To be sent to the UCLG World
Secretariat at:

tinited Cities and Local Governments
Carrer Avinyg, 15

ORGOZ Barcelons - Espafia
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

This document aims {0 assist the members of United Cifies and Locsi Governments in putiing

forward the same coherent and strong argumenis in ¢iffarent regions of the worid.

it will help jocal governments present iheir case 1o the press, other opinion-formers, poiiticians, civi

servanis and citizens. It sets out the key UCLG arguments in order {o:

« Demonsirate jocal government's support for the Millennium Development Goals

» Cal for increased recognition of the roie of the local governments in the achieverment of the
Goals

This document also offers useful information ic support the arguments:

» facts anc figures on population and developmsnt

+ facis and figures on local government activities

s exitracts ang gQuotes

¢ facts on the relations beiween United Cities and Local Governments and international

organizetions
ARGUMENTS

s The members of UCLG - local governments - are the tevel of government ciosest o the
ciiizens that are confronted with the problems addressed by the ‘Millennium Development
Goals’.

s The Milenniurm Davejopment Gosais cannol be achieved without close cooperation with the
locai level, Thair impiementation is largely within the competences of local gevernments {socia
ooiicies and cilizen participation, health and educalion infrastructure, water and saniation,
access o housing snd urban services, enviropmental protection, defence of civil rights).
However, local governmenis do not generslly have the financial and human resources
necessary o respond io the needs of the community. Governments must sirengthen local

governmenis io achieve the Millennium Development Goals.

+  For each Milsnnium Development Goal, guantfisd sctions and indicators wers agresd al
clobal level from ihe nationa! perspactive. Local governments can contribute o tfransiating

thase indicalors on the ground and ¢ then use them o better review their own performances.

14
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They can also oplimize their search for financing by basing thelr requesis on these objeclive

criteria, which are recognized by nalional governments and international organizations.

The members of UCLG work dally on the same development probiems as nationsl
governments and the UN. With 2 major ¢ifference: local governments work directly on the

ground. This means they must he pragmatic and produce new and effective solutions.

Local governments have incomparabie concrete experience in the fight against development
problems.

- Conseguenily, they have experience in impiementing policies that isad io results.

- Consequenily, their commitment ic support the Milennium Development Goals has a

particular and undeniable vaiue based on dally reality.

Their experience on the ground is cross-secioral and relates to all the Millennium Goals. Local
governments are the only actors close o the citizen with an overall experience that enables
them ‘o appreciate the pricritles, the necessary balances, the conseguences and the

interaction of problems.

This experience and capacity for acticn nas the potential o improve global policies.

Trhe members of the United Nations are Siaies, and there does not vetl exist an official way for
local governments io communicale thelr experiences on the achievement of the Millennium

Goals.

By giving an advisory role io UCLG, the world local government arganisation, the United
Nations wouid reduce the gap betwsen giobal governance and the iocal level, and would allow
innovative local government initatives and baest practices o be used in the deveiopment of

giobal policies.

FACTS AND FIGURES ABCUT POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

k]

oo

in 2004, the worle’s population reached €.1 bilion, and is Ingreasing by 77 milion people each

yaar. 80% of the world's popuiation wii Hve In urban areas by 2036 and will rely on the 40%

living in rural areas for food production.
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In 1880, there was only one city wilh 2 popuigtion of over 10 milion inhabitants: New York. By

2015, mayers will be managing 23 cities of over 10 mitlion, 19 of them in developing countries.

More than 1.2 billion pecple - one in svery five on Earth - survive on less than $1 a day.
Mayors ini Africa are responsibie for cilles where on average 40% of households live below the

poverty line. In Latin America 25% of urban housenolds live below the poverty line.

& million people die of AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria each year.

In Africa, less than 20% of househecids have connections to water pipes.

According to the most recent estimates (UN-HABITAT, 2001}, more than 70% of the urban
populations of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and the countries of Sub-Saharan Africa

five in slums. This figure is set to increase if strong interventions are noi made through sium

upgrading projects.

FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACTIONS

@

Social policies ang citizen participation, facilitating access to primary education, defence of civil
rights, in particuiar, gender eguality, collaborating in the fight against the HIVAIDE and other
pandemics, drinking waler and sanitalion, wban services in poor areas, environments!
improvement, condributing to youth employment the achievement of the Millennium

Bevelopment Goals depend for & large pari on local governments,

More then § 000 iccal governmenis have implemanted Local Agenda 21 siratsgies, aiming to

improve the guality of life of the citizen.

Although local governmenis are responsibie for 4G% of total public rescurces in more
developed couniries, thelr counterparis in Asia only have access o & liltle over 3% of total

:

sublic resources, faliing 1o 2% in Alrisa.

Althocugh mayors deal on a dally basis with ihe mos! oressing deveiopment issues, UCLG
estimaiss that less than 1% of gichal development funding is channellsd through local

governmenis.,

i6
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« Higner participation of women &t local leve! equals increase in national participation. Research

by United Cities and Local Governmenis shows that there s g positive relation belween
political particination in the iocal and national spheres of government. Countries with a higher
percentage of women counciliors are more likely t¢ have a higher percentage of women

parliameniarians.
QUOTATIONS AND EXTRACTS

* Proposal 18 from the Cardoso Report, “Report from the Panel of Eminent Personaiities
on relations between the United Nations and Civil Society” {report prepared at the request

of Kofi Annan within the framework of the preparation for United Nations reform):

* . The United Nations should regard United Cities and Local Governments as an advisory body on

governance matters...”

« Jeffrey Sachs, “A practical Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals” report
{Miliennium Development Goais implemeniation repor, prepared at the request of Koft Annan
in preparation for the Millennium Development Goals Summit in September 2005 bringing

together Heads of Stale and Government of United Nations member states. ).

“ . Many of the services and investments required fo mest the Goals need fo be delivered by

provincial or local authorities...”
+ Bertrand Delanoé, UCLG Presidency and Mayor of Paris:

“Hocauss # fs unbearable knowing ihal children die of hunger all over the world every day;
because access Io water must be a right for gil; because poverly is an intolerable plague: we must
build a better and more inferdependeni world. This is the responsibifity of ail cliizens, but In
pariicular elecied representatives. This is why | reaffirm my commitment, afongside the United
Nations, o undertake, day after day, concrefe and determined on the ground foweards the

F]

achisvement of the Millennium Development Goals...

s Smangalisc Mkhaishws, Member of the UCLG Presidency and Mayor of Tshwane

{Pratoria), at the Commanwealth Local Govarnment Conference, March 2008:

AL
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“JCLG is working to make the Millennium Development Goals more than UN targels. We want

them to hecoms the citizen’s goals and # is through local government that this can become a

reality”

+ Paco Moncayo Gaileges, UCLG Presidency and Mayor of Quito:

“Local governments must play a leading role in implementing the MDGs at the iocal level. We will
be cafling on our naiional governments when they meet in September to recognise this role, and fo

commit the tools and resourcas fo ensbie us fo take our commitment forward.”

» Message from Kofi Annan, Secretary General of the United Nations, at the 20" UN-
Habitat Governing Council, April 2005:

“Cities hoid great pctentiai as engines of growth and social deveiopment. Yet they are alsc
bastions of inequality — in terms of health and living conditions, empioyment opportunities and the
crime and insecurily people routinely face,” ©.. 1 urge you to do your part to strengthen the capacity

of local authorities...”
= Joan Clos, Mayor of Barcelona, at the 28" UN-Habitat Governing Council, Aprii 2005:
Not oniy are focal governimenis in charge of the provision of services which are directly linked with

the MDG targels, but strengthening governance through the engagement of civit soclety and

parinership with the private sector is to a large extend in the hands of local governments.”

UCLG AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

s Signature of 2 cooperation agresment with the World Bank, May 2004 cooperation in the
field of sirengthening iocal governance and support o local governments, in particuiar in

developing countries.
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Signature of az cooperation agreement with Cities Alliance, June 2008 rsialing n

particuiar to support to urban development and strategies and loeal financing te confrinute o

poverty reduction and sium upgrading.

Signature of an agreement with UN-Habitat (UN human settiements agency;, September
2004: the agreement establishes a framework for the development of joint inifiatives. Among
other things, it allows he development of 2 programme o iocalise the Millennium Development

Goals.

UCLG, member of the UNITAR Governing Gouncil (UN agency for training and researchj:
a ietter of agreement set outs co-operation in the field of training for elected officials and

municipal staff in deveioping countries.
Protocol in the process of signature with UNESCO to consolidate co-operation between

cities in various fieids such as: urbar pianning, protection of cultural inherifance and the

environment, the defence of human rights and cultural diversity.

RS
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

The Questions and Answers lisied in this document are intended to help local governments in their

relations with the public and ihe press.

The Questions addressed reiale o

= UCLG as an organization, explaining iis structure and putiing the case for the singie voice.

« The roie of the cities and the importance of the iocal level in the management of global
problems.

¢ The politicaj context, expiaining the iocal government position on the Millennium Development
Gosals

United Cities and Local Governments

What is United Cities and Local Governmenis?

UCLG is the world local government organisation.

The cornerstones of UCLG are:

+ the defence and promotion of democracy for a fairer world;

+ local self-government for more responsive and efficient services;

s decentraiisation of government in the interest of the citizen.

it gives a voice to every type of local government - iarge and small, rural and urban - representing
and defending their interasts at the global level, and addressing Key issues for the future of cities

and their cilizens,

What is the purpose of United Citles and Locai Governmenis?

As the "United Naetions of cites”, UCLG offers 2 single and strong voice for local governments of all
sizes to interact with international organisations iike the United Nations in order o develop and
promote solutions ¢ the challengss of urbanisation and o address the repercussions of
clobaiisation at local level. in addition, UCLG provides a forum in which ite members can
sxchange best praciices on key issues affecting their cllizens, such as poverty alleviation, social

inclusion, iocal demacracy and promaoting peace through city dinlomacy.

What is the oblective of United Cities and Loceal Governments?
We have a targeied work programme, which focuses the work of UCLG om:

s Increasing the role and infiuence of Linited Ciies and Local Governmant

in gicbal governance

s Becoming the main source of support for democratic, effective, innovative local government
close o the cillzen

= Ensuring an effective and democratic gichal organisation

Bt
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How is UCLG structured 7

Bringing together mavors end ioccal counciiors acress the world, United Cities and Local

Governments is a truly giobal organisation with & democratic structure. Our democratic pyramic

largely coniributes to our international jegitimacy. Big and smal local governments, from every part

of the world have the same weight.

At national level, councillors and mavors come together in Local Government Associgtions.

Individual councillors and mayors are elecied by their counterparts across the country o

represent them internatiorally.

It is at the regional leve! that mayors and councillors are elested by their peers 1o represent

one of the seven world regions in the world organisation.

Through this siructure, Unitec Cities and Local Governments is abile to truly represent ali local

governments, big and small. But, it aisc has & Metropolitan Section, to cater for the special

interests of cities of over 1 million inhabitants. These cities aiso elect mayors and councilors to

represent Metropolises in the world organisation.

At the worid level, the members of Lnited Clties and Local Governments come fogether in a

General Assembly and, based on the elections that have laken piace at regionai and

metropolitan level, elect the World Councii. The World Council brings together 318 mayors and

councitlors.

Any mayor or joca; councilior can be elected, providing they have the support and the mandale
of their counterparts in their city, country or region. The Presidency is elected on the basis

of a simple majority to ensure they nave a full democratic mandate conferred on them

by local mayors across the world.

Naw the three members of our presidency are Bertrand Delanoé, Mayor of Paris, Paco Moncayo
e ¥ ¥ Y

Gailegos, Mayor of Quite, Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, Mayor of Tshwane (Pretoria).

How is UCLG financed?

UCLG receives membership fees from all its members on an annual basis.

Ars you a new NGO7

Ng. Local covernments are nol the represeniatives of 2 particular inferest group; we represent 2
o }

the people who have elscied oy members {logether our membaers represent over Hvee billion

individuals}. UCLG is the place where we can synihesise all the expeclations and needs of the

pee

ple regarding thelr dally ife In fowns and cilies.

UCLG's members - local governments — are political entities that are part of the nationa, regional

and global governance siructure. This is why UCLG is absokutel

ly legitimate a8 a nariner to other

international instifutions, notably the Unilec Nations.

21
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Who do you represent?

United Cliies and Local Governmsnis’ members represent aver haif of the world’s tolal population.

The members are from 127 of the 181 UN meambers states, in the seven world regions: Africa,

Asia-Pacific, Euro-Asia, Eurppe, Middie East and West Asia, Latin America. Nerth America.

* lis members include individuai cities and national associations of local governments, which
represent ali the cities and local governmenis in a single couniry,

»  Aimost every existing Local Government Association in the world is a member of United Cities
and Loca!l Goverrmenis. indead these national assoclations and thelr member citles and towns
represent arcund 80% of the total European population.

« {ver 1000 cities across 95 countries are direct members

How do you deal with your differences, inside your organisation?

From North and South, coming from big ciiles or iittle communities, we share the same gim: o
strengther local democracy as the fundamental basis for harmonious and sustainable
deveiopment. Because this international axis is very strong, we are able fo build 2 dialogue, to

exchange and enrich our different experiences, 1o work together anc o promote a strong position.

What has UCLG achieved since its founding congress in May?

As the united voice and worid advocaie of demaocratic local seif-gavernmenti, the unigue insight and
know-how offered by United Cities and Local Governments on matters of international governance
was immedialely apparent and olber infernstional institutions have actively weicomed the new

organisation.

s In May, the World Bank signed a Memorandum of Understanding with United Cities and Local
Governmenis in order 1o provide 2 framework for the two organisations to undertake joint
projects.

= in June, the ‘Cardese Report’ on relations between the United Natiors and civil saciety was
presented o the Secretary General of the United Nstions by former Brazilian President
Fermands Cardoso. The report recognisses the representativeness of United Cities and Local
Governments and proposes that the Unlted Nations should regerd Ciies and Locsl
Governmanis as an advisory bedy on governance matlers.” We sincarely hope that the United
Nations General Assembiy will adept this recommendatier as | would be 8 big step forward

both for local government and for global governance.

I~
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Cities

Why is it so imporiant to represent cities issues in the internationat political arena?

Firsdly, in 2030, 80% of the world’s population will live in urban rather than rural areas.
Consequently, global poverly, global poliution, giobal heaith disasters and sc on, are increasingly
becoming urban issues.

Secondly, globalisation is continuing apace but the international decision-making apparatus is
increasingly removec from the citizen. Local governments represent their citizens and provide a

natural and fundamental link between citizens and global governance.

in which areas do cities offer know-how and expertise?

Education, environment, demography, pubiic space, economy, community participation, pubiic
healt are all traditionally domains where cities have key insights. However, the scale of these
issues has increased dramatically in the last few decades, and it is only through the sharing of
know:edge that problems associated with these issues can be resolved. This is another reason
why an organisation like UCLG is so impartant: It is & platform where cities can co-operate and
exchange best praciice.

Cities must also develop new expertise. For example, city diplomacy is now an increasingly
commoniy-used method in conflict resolution and, whenever possibie, in avoiding confiict
sltogether. 1t often plays a decisive roje in restoring basic living conditions and keeping
sommunication channels open between opposing communities. Why do cilies have this new
expertise? Simply because war and viclence increasingly takes place in cities. Support to city

diplomacy is one of UCLG’s key missions.

Regarding the Millenni

m Development Goals, which local government fully supports, there is not
one progress report or evaluation that does not stress the importance of the iocal level. We are

ready 1o acl and already do so on a dally basis.

Poiitical context

Do you think the importance of iocal democracy is increasingly valued?

There ars sirong signals, bul we have not yet reached a new stage. First of all, the creation of
UCLE proves ihat the local authorities are increasingly conscious of the influences they ¢an have
when they aci together. In addition, the United Nations General Assembly will have fo reach a
conciusion sbout the recognition of local autonomy as a universal principie, as It is on the agenda

in the debate on UN reform. But much remains 1 be done.

23
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For axample, the repori of Jeffrey Sachs on progress in implementing the Millennium Development
Goals stresses the importance of local authorities for the achievement of these ambitious
commitmants, but i does not merntion them in the list of the potential partners of the United
Nations. This we find surprising and inconsisient. We act everywhere at the iocal level, so we
should therefore play a part in the development of decisions which are binding on us and on the
communities we serve. it is this position which we will defend when Heads of State and
Government meet at the Linited Nations General Assernbly to review progress in implementing the

Miliennium Deveiopment Goals.

What do local governments intend to do fo show their support for the Millennium

Devetopment Goals?

UCLG and its members are very committed and involved in the achievement of the Millennium
Deveiopment Goals and will be expressing this at the Heads of State Millennium Summit. We will,
however, also be expressing our concerns about the practical achievement of the Goals, the
distripution: of responsibilities and the way in which those responsibilities are assumed, particularly
by States. We firmly believe that the role of locai government is underesiimated and we intend to
make ihis point heard. During the Heads of State Summit, we will give the United Nations
Secretary General a ceciaration setting out these points, which will have been endorsed in owr
cities. in addition UCLG and ifs members have joined the Milennium Campaign iaunched by the

nited Nations. This is why, during the Heads of State Summ:it on 14-16 Sepiember, a symbeo! of
our support for the Milennium Campaign will be displayed on our city halls and local government

bulidings: a white banner.
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