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REPORT ON “CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN BANANA’ CONFERENCE
By Peter Chan

JUNE 4-5 2005
INTRCBUCTION

i atiended the inaugural “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Banana® Conference organised by the
New Zeazland Chinese Asscciation {Auckiand Branch) inc at the Auckland University of
Tachnoiogy along with about 200 others inciuding local and centrai government
represeniatives, academics and members of community organisations. The ¢onference was
the first of its kind in New Zealand in an attempt fo unite the country’s Chinese communities.

The event had the intriguing title “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Banana’ referring to the popular
Chinese fiim "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragen” but was used with a sense of humour rather
that in a derogatory sense. Many New Zealand born Chinese call themselves “bananas’ -
white on the inside and yellow on the outside. They were brought up away from China and
have adopted the western way of life today. Many young New Zealand born Chinese are
seeking their roots and have been uncertain about their place in society.

There were confiicts when new waves of Chinese immigrants came o New Zealand in the
late 1980s and early 1990s. They were very different culturally and very loud whereas the
old Chinese immigrants have respected and integrated into society because they kept quiet.

There was also a lot of xenophobia growing, not only among New Zealand born Chinese, but
among the mainsiream, people whe were not sure why these people came.

The purpose of the conference was therefcre trying to engage a dialogue not just with
members of Chinese communities but aiso with other communities as weil.

THE CONFERENCE

The weekend's activities were preceded by the launch of a book written by two of the
speakers at the conference, Manying IP and Nigel Murphy, entitled "Aliens at my Table -
Asians as New Zealanders see them". There was a Welcome Reception for the conference
attendees heid at the Auckiand Central Library Heritage Floor followed by the launch of a
book by Eva Wong Ng, another conference speaker, entitied “Chinatown Girl - The Diary of
Silvey Chan, Auckiand, 1942, Special guests at this reception included Hon Chris Carter,
Or Don Brash, Mr Rodney Hide, Mr Bruce Hucker and Chinese dignitaries while there was a
stunning dispiay of ceramics by Mr Onlie Ong featuring the "bananas” conference theme.

The conference iseif started on a very high note with opening remarks by James Ng, the
noted Chinese historian, tracing ihe first four Chinese generations in New Zealand. This
was followed by the keynote address by Professor Paul Spooniey from Massey University on
“Global Bananas, Transnaticnat Tigers - The Century ¢f China and the Chinese”. It was a
very stimulating address in which Dr Spoonley highiighted that quick integration of the new
Chinese migrants into New Zealand society was crucial fo New Zealand's survival,
especially as the cenire of economic power had already shifted considerably fo Asia.

The first session gave 2 brief review of the nistory of Chinese in NZ from the gold diggers
through ‘o the Poll Tax payers who were subjected to severe anti-Chinese legisiation 0 the
current new wave migrants, and was followsd by a session on history research sources and
methodoiogies. Then thers was 2 session on participation in New Zealand’'s democracy
festuring Pansy Wong, the first Chinese MP, Peter Chin. the recently slected Mayor of
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Dunedin, Lincoin Tan from Christchurch, Editor of the Bail bi-linguat weskiy publication and
Kirsten Wong, Pelicy Analyst with the Office of Ethnic Affairs.

The day continued with brief presentations by major Chinese organisations on the various
activittes they provided and an update by the Chairman of the Chinese Poll Tax Heritage
Trust, James Ng, on the criteria and 1iming for funding applications. The day ended with an
enjoyable banguet at China Restaurant, the rewest fine Chinese dining experience in
Auckiand, and very amusing afier-dinner address by Meng Foon, the Chinese Mayor of
Gisbome,

Sunday started with a second keynote address by Dr James Kember, the Director of
information and Public Affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Dr Kember noted
that the “yellow kiwis” should be maving away from being an isclaied minority and ride the
leaping tiger if New Zealand is to gain from the closer relationship with China. Then there
followed two sessions which were the highlights of the conference when inspirational
achievers and Chinese people with multiple Identities spoke of their personal life
experiences of overcoming prejudices and barriers to become successful in their chosen
career endeavours and finding their niche in New Zealand society. All the speakers in these
sessions were informative, inspirational and entertaining.

Then the audience heard presentations on Living Together by Colin Know on "How to work
with the Treaty of Waitangi” and Mervin Singham, Director of the Office of Ethnic Affairs, on
Dealing with Discrimination”. This session ended with Tze Ming Mok giving her ideas on
what it means to be a Chinese New Zealander from a younger perspective. In the final
session of the conference, the Wellington Branch of NZCA proposed t¢ hold a conference in
2007 in Wellington to deal with the issue of multi-cuituralism in New Zealand society. In
addition, the Auckiand Branch of NZCA agreed to look at some of the major concerns raised
by recent migrants at the conference and hold a series of short seminars to discuss in detail
the specific issues.

PEELING THE BANANA - SOME OBSERVATIONS AND INTERESTING POINTS

] There were more than 200 attendees at the conference with the majority from the
long established Chinese community but with large representations from the younger
new migrants who hac a good understanding of English and from mainstream Kiwi
New Zealanders. About 2C percent of the audience were from outside Auckland
coming from as far away as Melbourne, Dunedin, Christchurch, Wellington, Hawkes
Bay and VWaikala.

(i3 It was found in the archives that the first Chinese settier came o New Zealand in
1848. He was from Austraiia but unforfunately no record has been traced since.

fid) According to the 2001 Census more Chinese speak Cantonese than Mandarin, their
national language. The fop five mosi popular languages in New Zealand are English,
Samoan, Maori, Cantonese and Mandarin,

{iv} There are about 120,000 New Zealanders of Chinese ethnicity or about 3.5 percent
of the natioral pepuiation. New Zealand bom Chinese made up 25 percent of the
Chinese population in the courty; Hong Kong 10 percent, China 35 percent, Talwan
12 nercent 17 percent from eisewhere and 1 percent unknown.

i) in cerain areas of Auckiand such as Mi Rosikd, Howick and Botany Downs, more
than 15 percent of the residents are Chingse.

Mol



PO
Y2 D]
1\‘{1?

fyil)

—
Lo

There are aboul 53 millicn overseas Chiness it the world, more than haif of which
speak Canionese.

There were only about 180 Chinese in Auckiand in 1800 whereas in 1848, the
aumber rose o 1200,

With the annual GDP growth of 8-12 percent in China, China will become the iargest
irading pariner for New Zealand, surpassing Australiza and the U8, ang that New
Zeaiand will shift tc the Asia-Pacific region and benefit from the expanding Asian
market.

PERSONAL REFLECTION

m
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(i)

{iv)

it is important for the naticnal minorities to have a voice. To have a voice is fo have a
partnership, A voice cannct develop uniess the host nation wants to listen.

We are not Chinese in New Zealand but rather New Zealand Chinese.

The recent apoiogy from the Prime Minister to the Chinese communities for the Poll
Tax in the past is a good example of awakening the Chinese to timely self-education.
The Chinese need to be much more public about their cultural heritage, to be abie o
value their own culture ic a greater depth than the superficial gestures of food, lion
dances and ciothing.

There is much to be understood about ourselves and our history in New Zealand.
The Chinese in New Zealand need to claim their own history through their own voice.
Being Chinese, this is our task and responsibility. Then | believe, and only then, will
we be able to walk with heads tall, representing New Zealanders regardiess of their
ethnicity.

CONCIL.USION

The cenference seemed t¢ be a huge success. Overall, there was a constant feeling of
excitement and enthusiasm throughout the sessions. Al participants related very well to the
conference theme of the evolving identity of Chinese in New Zealand in the 21 century and
emphasised very strongly with the "banana” concept.

MO



Bananas on the new vine

What littie do | know?

Really not much at &t

Son, you suggest | shouid teil you more
Well, ishailtry -

As much as | can recall

Born in 1212, my father was a young man
Of no particular renown

When war came upon him and

The pigs and geese and chicken

He fed in that smaii south China fown.

War swept over China as Japan advanced
Most pecple fled. My father fled too.
Poverty was upon them all and i was hard
To feed his small family

Under the new "enlightened” rule

Aotearoa was said 1o be a land of pienty.
Disobedient to my grandfather

He left my mother and sailed on the heaving sea
to the mountains at the end of the earth,

beyond which the traveller can go no farther

| am sure New Zealand was well chosen

Ailthough chosen without precision

Where like the kiwi fruit, the Chinese is transplanted
Living here a month, a year, a hundred years

no longer Chinese Chinese by our own decision.

Who are we? What history do we ciaim?

Are we, as they carelessly say,

Nothing but bananas, being neither here nor there?
Nof We are here, fruit of a new vine, growing

in this vineyard, greeting with you, the new day




profile

Stylist Heathermarv Jackson's downbeat fashion sense has taken her

to the top of her game. The New York-based New Zealander telis

Stacy Gregg about a career spent finding lilac candles for Mariah Carey
and playing hide-the-nipple with photographerTerry Richardson

In an era when ceiebrities can't pop out to the shops, let alone choose
an Oscar frock, without the guiding hand of a clothing guru, we have
cormne to recognise ‘fashion stylist’ as an official iob title.

+ its mest prosaic, the stylist’s job is simply o put together an outfis,
Tnay are the tasia arbiters hired to dress everyone from the modeis in
magazines to the movie stars on the red carpet.

At ks most artful, however, the stylist is much mere. Those working in
the upper echelons of the industry have the power to choose clothes
that create stass and kick-start trends. Wouid any of us know who Liz
Huriay is without that Versace safety pin dress? Hands up who'd heard of
Manoio Blannik before Sarsh Jessica Parker spant avery episode of &
certain TV show boiting about in his seven-nch heels?

Such is the stylist's powaer that Patricia Fielg, whe made her nams in
the wardrobe denarimant on Sax and the City, has loftily boagted that
today i is the fashion stylist, net the designer, who is the moest imporiant
player in the fashion indusiry. It is the stylist whe
pulis out tha key pisces of the seasor — 2
Balenciaga nuffbal skist, & Burberry bel-sieeved
trapeze jackat, a pair of Mare Jacobs wadges -
and unites them 1o create 8 new mood.

At the haighi of their game, styiisis are sirong
social barometers, fashion's early warmning system.
They know when wamen are fesling feisty and
warit to kick ares in short skirts and boots, They iake the collective puise

time i3 right for iadyike twaeds.

and sense whan th
Naturally then, when | meet stylist Heaihermary Jackson, the 32-year
oid New Zeatand expat and former fashion diractor of London's original

3

ie hinle The Face, now the New York-based fashion directer of hiphop
mogul Demon Dash's guarlerly "urban luxury” magazine, Americs,

ing is — what the hack is she going i b2 we

mosily what 'm thi
rue to formn, Jackson arrives ai the Hilton inTralaiger Squars in & pai
d

swaatshirt ovar an oid Karen YWaiksr blouse. Her famsd stvle s

distinctivaly downneat.

T am a Westie at heart.
I honestly think now that
some of those childhood
influences have come
through in what I do”

"My reputation was milcly grungy Tor a long tme, which | have made &
concerted efort to move away from.” Jackson says, "But | think my
styling does slways ook ke ‘me’. if | look through & magazine | can
shways oick imimediately who has styled & particular fashior: story. §
sUppDse My look is eclectic and edgy — for want of a betler word. | don't
oo gisly; iry 10 put a tough, Boyish edge on things”

Jackson's coal-handed look has won her some important fans in tha
ndustry. When majorisagus chotographers Terry Richardson and Steven
Kizin want to collaborate with a stylist who wili give Pamelz Anderson 2

bit of sireet cred or bring out the crazy in Chioe Savigny, it is Jacksons
card shat gets shufflad to the ton of the agency Rolodex. She has worked
n fashion shoots with ohotogranhers Maric Testing and Elien Von

Urraerih. She was called in 1o revamp the Spice Girls and foug?

an Uz

their ook a1 the height of their careers and than did the sems iater Tor
Wictoria Beckham. Mer work has appearad ia the
sages of Dared and Confused, -0 magazine and
UUome Vogue. She is alse the design cellshorator
and stylist for Keran Waiker, which is what brings
i:5 together in it ndon hotel reom.

Jackson, who has been bassd out of Naw York
tor & vear now, Tiew over spaciiicaily 10 work with
Walkar and giscuss 3 ‘secrat prowect’ that the pair
re refusing 1o yet divalge.

You get the feefing that she s rnot entirsly comfortabie being back in
ndon. When Jackson iaft hars for New York on Christras BEve in 2063
she admits it was partly not her choics, An ongoing faud with Katis

far

Grand, the high-prot

ile fashicn editor who had hean her menior ang
axcluded and opo:

predecessos et The Facs, had ieft har fesi 5
aiwvays gong 10 ba g New

pEressad by

e, "To them

Londons fashion o

van though |was

_.,~
o)
3

felt iike | was striving

argve myself, in New York | resily came into mysaif” she says.
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Her raguiar gig these days is ner roie as fashion directos of Amarics. "We're
5 tha hones af our arsa, sﬁe says biuntly, “Pecpls assurne that just because

Demon Dash is the.ong behind it that we're a proper set-up, byt the budge!s
ars minimal

A fact the? isn't alweys easy to explain to the musicians and acter Who zopesr
in the magazine. Jackson recently sivied Mariah Carey for the cover, Carsy's
regular ‘riger’ for a pheto shoot includes & #st of ems ke "one dozen liac
candies for the dressing foom end 26 #uffy whits towels, a VD with remote
contrel and some bendy straws Bendy straws? “Yeah, it was kinda crazy, it
+that's she norm for Her, and her sider gets faxed out to anyons who shoots her/’
Jackson says. Mot that Americs has the £xpenss account 10 Cover such
extravagances, "I mean, Iilac candias? | told them i nad an old candls at home |
could bring gicng ...

Carey evidently copad without her candles because the

shoot wen? weil. “When she came in she totaily checked When P%“’tographers
me out, it was weird. | thought, 'Oh ng, she's genna hate 'I‘erry R.mh:udson and
me'" Jackson says. “Then | made & joke and she calmed Stev‘en Kle}n want a
down. Tne photos are great. lAuckland-born} Regan stylist to give Pamela
Cameren shot her and she looks really moadern, Anderson a bit of street
quite unracogrisable.” cred or bring out the
crazy in Chloe Sevigny,
Perhaps she understands the fragile creative ego better it is ]'a_ckson’s card that
than most. As 8 young giri growing up In the West Auckland gets shuffled to the top
suburb of Te Atatu South, Jackson was an obsessive of the agency rolodex

perormer herself. Her dad, Action Jackson', was the

headmaster of Waitakere College, her murn was a primary

school teacher. Jackson was the voungest of seven kids and thg cniy ong who
dreamed of being on the stage. "1 had eight years of bai
izssons, speech and siocution. | saw Las Mis 11 tmes,” she says. When she
wravalied with her famiy (6 lO"dO“. at the age of 16 she knew she wanted o get
out of New Zealand as soon a5 possible.

“i wanted to go 1o the Julliard School in New York, actually, but that wes
impossibie because | couldn’t get s visa”

Back in New Zealand she kiled tims being on the deor and serving drinks ai
Auckiand’s social nexus. De Brests. i was far ioo young. § lied about my age (o
get the iob,” she recalls, “Peter Utdich and | ran a karacke night on Trhursdays and
we'd sing songs like Born fo be Wilg!

fessons and singing

She went back to London at age 21 to attend drama schocl but after two years
he was 25 years old when, iocking for a

her thaspian leanings began to wans. S
ravwe career direction, she ioined the PR

Club 271 had a faw fashion designar ¢
nterface with the magazine siylists and prepare the clothes tor
delivery to photo sheots, “The styiists would shone in their orgers and
e in the oress cupboard putiing together the garments for them!”

Club 2%,

m—h

enc i was Jackson's b ic

Hinti then, Jackson nad never considered what 2 fashion stylist did - but she
instantv saw (he appesl of the jon. "It ssemad g lot mere giamorgus anyway

than being the ong work
fu

a3 aesisiant 1o styiat and i’ @il Cheriotte Siockdale. The
the fashion editor of The Face. When she rose 1o the fashion diracio
Jackson made it her business fo move the magazine back to s o

oy away in the cunboard a1 the press office”

oh date with Katle Brand lad 1o Jackson landing a two-year 200

image. "My goal was tc get Stever Kiein and Tarry Bichardsen shooting for t
rnagarine agaln, 28 they had in the oid davs nafore Katie Grand came along”

"o



“aw did she handle waorking with Hichardsen, whose pssude-pornagrashic
s+yée s epitornised In his latest ook, Ferry Aorld, which features seif-poriraits of
ha ohotographer with his penis out taking nude shots on the Deach w Xate
MG:S and Julistte Lawis? “On, Terry has another stylist he wos ks wi.'t" for at of
that crazy s1ef" Jecksan savs. "Anything f've pubiished with Terry s &
fing the facket hack 10 8xpese the
mers covenng it up agein. it's & fight with me

v 1ame!”

Stili she says, "He's aiways the 018 Pt
modei's nipple and I'm the one in ¢
and Terry, i'm aiways trying 1o calm N down

it is less of a fight and more of a creative frissen when Jackson waorks with
Karen Walker. The two have coliaborated over Walker's fashicn range for siX
seasons now, with Jackson editing and offering advice on directions and trends.
i not @ gesigner” Jackson says. i just throw
ideas, do soma crap drawings and semehow they
dacinher it and make it work. Karen is & lot more girly
shan | am: byt the marriage of our styles evens 7 up
realhy weil”
She hag racenty been consuiting in a similar way with
New York fashion iabel Mily, and you can see classic
Jackson flourishies in both designers’ cofiections in recent
catwalk shows. Thera is the layering, the juxtapesition of
ladylike chic with something a ligle tougher. In Waker's
callection, for the first time also there is & real New
Jealandness svident in the mutated swanndtt jackets and
farinine takes on the bush shirt.
“snink a ot of my icok right now Comes Fram my West
Auckland cpbringing!” Heathermary Jackson 5ays wthOJt a trace of Uggoooted
sarcasm. ! am a Wastie at heart. | honest iy think now 1hat 58ma of ihose

childhoad infizences have come through Bwhat toon)

“\Wearability” is a stang-out feature of lackson's stvie. She is not & gl who is
iured oy the charms of outlendish, atter, sion-gagking couture. ! can shaot
anything from Burderry toYves Saimi Laurent, but @ abways bring it back 1o heing
weasabla rather then inaccessibie,” she says. o averyday life she wears Watker's
cioshes and a lot of Marc Jacobs.

Mar pne rule whan it comes o geting dressed ie to keap it eclectic. "l would
Aover recommend that anyone wesr a whols outhit of ona designar fr
to tos. Sometimes | fing myself nearly doing it with Mare Jacobs and
on shit, | nesd to put something eise on here. because | can't walk afo

st ang designer on. You ngad *o milx it un aad maks it vour owh!

Har caresr path is mapped culin 2 azi..ra"v e"igc-?c zr—row@t—a&l—mgether WY,
Jackson NEs just winad down e '
' is new movie DEcaUsE of ctaol ing difficuites.
= end DLt I'm going to try and do his next ore. | ke the ides of doing &
rovia, Then | could move to LA and lie on the soach”

Or she says, she couid glweys mave 1 New Zea's ng

Lgr parents have now retired 10 Wt Maungarui and Jacksan's Sovi
it inventing the

famed pro-sikater Mark Genzales who iz credited w

skating, has no abjections o relooaring thare either
hocause there are two skate parks,” she iaughs.
ha way of internations! fashion, mind you, But than

+ inspired 1o take on the worid's cavwatks afie
Wes! Auckiand, anything is possibie.
Stacy Gregg travelied to tonden with the assistance of Alr NZ znd the British Douacil.
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