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Pebbie Cook

Mayor Bob Harvey
Private Bag 93 109
Waitakere City
New Zealand

Dear Mayor Bob:

{ have delayed too long in writing to thank you for such a wondertul visit to your beantiful city
and country. It was with much sadness that 1 departed Sunday evening; far too short a visit for
such & spectacular land. Why has the journey to Waitakere taken us 50 fong—but I arrived as
soon as I could and am better because of it.

1 appreciate alt of the time you spent with me and on my behaif to make my trip so memorable. |
enjoyed the opportunities to sit in on various meetings, the dinners with other elected officials,
and especially the Maori Welcome Ceremony, I will never forget what it is like to greet another
human by rubbing noses. That was special. While I didn’t think anything on my trip could top
that, [ have to say } was totally awed by the production of “Trash to Treasure.” I have not
stopped talking about it since I came home.

Everyone told me you were an especially warm, enthusiastic, and engaging Mayor and now that
T have experienced your hospitality 1 have become one of yours and your city’s biggest
cheerleaders. Thank you to your wife for the wonderful home cooked meal, your daughter for
assisting in my transportation, and your council and staff for their kindnesses. T felt so at ease
talking to everyone, it was as if we had been friends for years.

Finally, Sharon and Graham were terrific escorts and tour guides. I saw and learned so much
because they were allowed to spend so much time with me. Thank you. There is so much to
thank you for but I will end it here for fear of going over the top. Suffice it to say, 1 had a great
{rip!

1 sincerely hope to see you again soon. My offer to ride with me in the parade is always open.
After my term as Mayor is over on December 2 1 hope 1 will have some time to get my photos in
order and get a disk mailed to you. You are an inspiration to your community and most
definitely to me. _

Yours Truly,

Debbie Cock, Mayor

o TELEPHONE {714) 536-5553
Anjo, Japan FAX {714} 536-5233

Waitahore, Yew Aealand
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SPEECH NOTES FOR MAYOR BOB HARVEY
TO OPENING OF WEST WAVE AQUATIC CENTRE
9 NOVEMBER 2002 10.30AM
SEL PEACOCK DRIVE, HENDERSON

Prime Minister Helen Clark
Sir Paul and Lady Reeves

Madame Yang The Consulate General of the People’s
Republic of China

Mr Mizuno The Consulate General Of Japan

Members of Parliament; MP Lynn Pillay, Minister of
Conservation Chris Carter, Minister Assisting the Prime
Minister on Auckland Affairs Judith Tizard

Members of our Sister City delegation from Ningbo Municipality
Fellow Councillors and Members of the Community Board,

Prime Minister,

You were with us eleven months ago almost to the day. it was
Friday the 7" of December last year.

Some will remember it as the day that construction began on
the new Waitakere Hospital. That construction is well under
way, delivering on a promise that you made to the west many
years ago.

Others will recali it as the grand opening of the Massey Leisure
Centre and Library, itself the result of many years of planning
and construction.

But it was also that morning that we heard the tragic news of
the death of Sir Peter Blake at the mouth of the Amazon.

It was truly a difficult day.
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Yet in the midst of all that, you coped graciously while opening
the Massey Library in a Waitakere rainstorm that threatened to
take the entire marquee and all of us away with it.

In the course of that long day, we all dealt with the sadness, but
also with pride, with generosity, and a hope for a better future,

And so did you did, Prime Minister.

That memorable day illustrated the qualities required of
leadership.

In the midst of it all, you give thanks to the occasion and the
people who have made it possible.

There will always be grief and sadness that needs to be
attended to.

There will always be storms that threaten to blow it all away.
And yet what is built sustainably, is that which endures.
Today, on a calmer, finer day, we welcome you back.

Back from the storms of international terrorism.

Back from a very successful re-election.

Your recent trip to the middle east and to APEC convinces us
all that we are a global family, buffeted but survivable.

At the recent Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable
Development in July this year, we both sent a clear message to
the world about sustainability requiring durable leadership.

Here in Waitakere, we have made sustainability the hallmark of
our public and government partnership. This year we celebrate
ten years of New Zealand'’s first eco-city.

We are very proud of what we have achieved,
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Sustainability as a pathway for leadership weaves the three
strengths of the community, the economy and business
together as a whole.

And in a way, this West Wave Aquatic Centre does just that.

Itis a place to bring your family — our kids just love playing in
water, and all parents love to see their children playing in a
safe environment.

Swimming is about strengthening community wellbeing in other
direct ways, through health. Swimming activities, and the
nearby gymnasium, will be a huge drawcard for young people
looking for a day out, or workers beating stress, or others
simply seeking to improve their lives with regular exercise.
After all, why Push Play when you can Just Add Water?

This is also a place with significant environmental features,
including thermal insulation, full solar water heating, natural
lighting with double glazing, massive rainwater collection and

water recycling, and power cogeneration.

So there is clear delivery on two pillars of sustainability; the
community and the environment.

This large project is the culmination of over a decade of work.

| want to take a moment to thank all who made this centre and
this day possible, and to note a few in particular.

Allan Rutledge for getting the project almost to the finish line
Simon Guilleman the Project Manager

Naomi McCleary and Virginia King for the arts coordiantion
John Fraser Creative Spaces The Architects

Gibson O’Connor the contractors

Prime Minister, look around you. This pool will soon be full, and
you will help us do that before you leave.

It is surrounded by glorious local art, and | would like to
acknowledge the artists and their work.
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Bernard Makoare of Ngati Whatua and Te Warena Taua for
the design, text and sculpture work

Graeme Gash for the giass design

Zeke Wolf for the ceramic fish, and much more

There’s a book called The Loneliness of the Long Distance
Runner. That same [oneliness applies to the long distance
swimmer.

Prime Minister, | know you are not a swimmer but a climber
and a walker. | would think that the outdoors speaks to your in
the same way that water speaks to us.

| can’t imagine a more positive enjoyment than swimming. And
everyone that swims, | am sure, has a better life, healthier and
more positive.

Four days a week you will see me down at the pool.

In a moment you will open this pool by cheering our young
people down the hydroslide.

Politics is like a hydroslide. Once you climb the ladder to the
top, there’s no going back. It's a thrilling ride, with many twists
and turns, you’re often turned upside down, and you rarely see
where you are going. And sometimes you land with a terrible
splash.

But Prime Minister, it’s great fun while you’re doing it.

Prime Minister, you are now just over one hundred days into
the new term. May your leadership have the endurance, and
the grace, of the Long Distance Swimmer, Walker, or Climber.
Ladies and gentlemen, the Prime Minister of New Zealand,
Helen Clark.

Ends

Me



FEATURE

Art on the
Western Front

46 ; ART NEWS

aitakere is now recoguised as ong of the most
crentive and dynamic regions in the country,
With its arts design collaborstions, the city is rede-
tining the relationship between art and architecture.

This year Waitakere City Council won the Crea-
tive Places Award for its outslanding Massey Letsure
Centre and Library, whicl 18 a seamless integration,
of site-specific art and architecture.

The council is streets ahead of other local bodies
when it comes 1o recognising the importance of art
in reflecting its history, culture and environment,
ith every new huilding project it ensures that
artists worlk aiongside architects and engineers to
create dynamdc urban and park enviromments,

Throuagh a process it calls the arls design collabo-
ration the Waitakere City Council gives artists equal
siatis with other design professionalé, fach time it
calls for tenders for a new public building the con-
twact states hat architects psst work with a lead
artist on the design of the building, Aswell as having
significant inpul into the architectural design, lead
artists select a group of artists o make site-spectfic
work for the building.

West Wave, the new $14 million aquatic centre in
$Tenderson takes this aris design collaboration a siep
further. Not only is there 2 seamless integration of
artworls and archizecture but the lead artist, soulp-
tor Virginia King, working alongside architects John
Fraser and Bob Allen of Creative Spaces Lid, defined
the shape of the building from the cuiset

The result is ar icouic building, which manages
19 he sericus, sophisticated and fun atthe same time.
Serious because it refiecis the history, culture and
envirenment of the West Coast; sophisticated because
itis a complex and exciting picee of architecture; and
fun because it is a dynamic recreation space incor-
porating a izzy river, a hydro slide, toddlers’ pocis
and a wave pool.

It avoids the Disneyesque leadencies of most rec-
reational centres, sud must stwely be one of the few
Braigy and sexy aquatic centres in existesce.

There is scarcely a straight line in the building and

"7

-

The eutrdnee 10 the the new aquatic centre, which is inked o

the fitness centre on the cight

its eurvilinear shapes reflect the dominance of
water - the sea, vivers, waterholes and waterfalls -
in the region. Architect John: Fraser says it was a
challenge 16 achieve such an organic building be-
cause it involved complex geometry and there were
very few repetiive elements - for instance every
besam: supporting the leaf-sheped roof is diflerent,
King beljeves the design of the elongated roof

-which is tilted longiindinally, was ihe building’s de- .

Hning moment. [t was partly a response o the long,
narrow site, which meant the new huilding kad to
be siqueezed between the existing Aluess centre and
bowling ciub. [£also refers to the leaf canopy andg the
dominance of trees in Waitakere.

Another pivotal feature is the huge, curving stone
wall, which runs like a dam along one side of the
space. Water cascades over the side and Lext by Te
Warena Taua, of local iwi Te Kawerau A Maki, is
etched in stone scurced from the Te Hlenga nuacery.

King says: “[ wanted to acknowledge the impact of
kauri loggingin the arez and ke veflect on it and move
on, The gealogy, flora and fauna of the Waitalieres
were other influences, John Fraser and | deveioped
the leaf shaped root together - that was a connection
with the local bush and we also browghtin the idea of
the waterfall and swirnming hole. Many of us grew
up swinuming in creeks and the Waitakere Ranges
are rich in waterfalls and small deep posls™

Though it's hard to pinpoint where the artist’s in-
fluence ends and the architect’s heging, the organic



shapes of fite pocls in the agnatic centre clearly have
King’s stanp on them - she drew a series of water
features at the outset and Fraser ransiafed this into
realily. She has also designed two waler sculptures
and a row ol life-size nikaus, which stand on the edge
of the lazy river. One of the sculptures is a circle of
water cascading down fibre optic eables suspended
froim the highest point of the roof in the middle of
the large pool. King says she wanted f0 make pecple

“look up ard notice the cnormeus height ofthe build-
ing at this point.

“Iwas referring to the girth of some of the lost kauri
in the work. Although it will be fun to stand under-
neath this, it has & more serious reference?

(her artists who have made artworks include
Zeke Walf; Dean Bochanan, Graeme Gash, Bernard
Makoare and Jenwny MclLend.

King was paid a consallant’s fee for her design.in-
ptit, which totalied several hundred hours, 2nd she
describes the two-year project as “exhausting com-
pared with the indulgenee and bliss of working alone

in your studio”

However, she loves working with a team andisno -

stranger Lo collaborating on big construction prijects.
In 1996 she designed the Rewsrewa Fooibridge in
New Lynn for Waitakere City Council. This hugely
successlul project, which won a judges citation in
Lhe inaugrral Creative Dlaces Awards, in{899, and a

“NZIA Resepe Architecture Award, i’ 2000, was™ "~

Waitakere City's first experiment in arts design
collaboration, The council contracted Virginia King,
architects John Anderson and Mike King, of City
Design, and engineer Andrew Jackson to desian a
hridge 1o replace oue thai was unsafe.

“We'd heew talking about arts design collaboration
for yeurs,” says Waitakere Gity’s Arts Adviser Naomi
McCleary. “we'd had e Sites Pacific Symposiuin;
we't done lide things bul no-one at council had

caughl the vision sufliciently to get a big projectup

and ranning. So Rewarewa Bridge was il Once that
had happened we were on a roll. Subsequently, we
didt MeLeod’s Crossing with ardst Joho Edgar, and
currently we are working on a big bridge, designed
by sculptor Neil Miller, across the creek ai Corban
Estate Arts Cenire” : -

After Bewsrewa camne the N ew Lynn Community
Centre, which won awards all over the country, and
then the Massey Leisure Cenlre and Library.

If you ask McCleary how a city of 170,000 people,
which is ot wealthy, can atford all this art she will

o T e A L L v e g 1 L o o

¥irginia Ring's flbre-
optic waler feature refers
to (he girth of lost Kasei
(These photos were
talted during conshine-
fjon and the scaffoiding
has since een removed) T

Below: the curvilingar. .
pools oviginate from
Bing's early drawings

I the background on the left is the huge dam-like wall made from T Hehga stone.
The wall copgeals the neighbonring howling club .
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say: “What's different out lzeve is the vision and the
¥

practice. It doesn’t add significantly to building.

budgets to do it this way”

The “tap-up” or art budget for the agualic centre
was $30,000, and this was sufficient beczuse finance
for some of the artworks - Kiug's sculptures for ex-
ample — came out of the building’s construction
budget, which incliuded money for water features.

Ask MoCleary wihy avt has become the hot ticket
in the Waitakeres and she will say: “It's the environ-

- ment and the combination of people. [ realised the
way to build a Pacific skyline was to use the people
who understood the land and the history, and those
are the artists. [€'s my pé_tssi(m and Pve worked to-
wards it for ten years in a fertile environment, And it
starts with Bob Harvey at the top whoe is arts titerate
and an arts supporter, And it's bailt on by an adiniu-
istration that took declaring Waitakere an eco city in
the early 1990s very s'e'r'i'.o's.lslyf’ :

McCleary says lhe biggest changes have happened
in the last two or thi'eé years. '

““Suddenly theve are these really significant build-

© ings going up. It's like frecs — for years the cily has
been planting trees, wildly and madly and wonder-
fully- And yout knew they weré doing it because you
worked hers but you didn’t quite see the impact. Then

’ sudcléhljr y'u_fi i‘eali.sed, ‘wa_, theyre growi_il g If's a

srifical mass thing and ivs the sarmi with art, We're

. getting to the stage where there is art everywhere?

Tohn Lva_ll’s pav:lhuu - Jack Prmgrc Park, Té AtLLLu North, is.one, of e most’
apecific works wmmlssumorl by e council. [Us constmctec[ From, liser
coxrug,amd irou and Bmber posts and plays with elemeuts of the coloniaf vifla -

LU steel

48 ; ART NEWS

A'nolher example of Wajtakere’s visionary ap-
proach to the arts is the Corban Estate Arts
Gentre in Henderson, which opened in September.-
Like Lopdell House Gallery in Titirangi, Corban
Estate will run an exhibition programme as well as
classes, events and activities.

[n 1992 the council bought Corban Eslate, a large
homestead buitt by the Corban family in 19253, and a
sprawling conglomerate of buildings where the
wine-inaking took place until ten years ago.

A trust was formned in 1998 and Tanya Wilkinson
was appointed as Director to oversee the process of
transforming this beautiful five-acre estate, bonnded
by the Opanuku Stream, ipte an arts centre. Stage
oneis now complete, with tiree galleries, a shop and
an office in the large homestead, and meeting rooms

" and about ten artists’ studios in the industrial build-

ings. The next stage is to develop the grounds.:

Wilkinson is chuffed that the opening of the cen-
tre coincided with Corban Estate™s L00th anniversary.
In 1902 Lebanese immigranl Assid Abraham Corban
purchased ten acres of land in Henderson with the
intention ef starting a vineyard.

Appropriately, the inaugural exhibition details the
history of the Corban family, and in it you can see
the carved wooden trunlk that Assid Corban carried
witlt himn when he arrived in New Zealand in 1892,
He worked as a travelling salesman, selling lancy
goods, and wasfoined by his wife and their bwa chil-
dren seven years later. Eventually, the couple had
nine children, all of whom married and brogght their
husbands and wives to live in the homestead.

These days the studios are occupied by local sculp-
tors, painters, a jeweller and a ceramic artist. The
Pacitica Weavers” Group, affectionately known as The
Mamas, is also in residence. On the first Saturday
of every month Lhere is a Pactfica Market, which
features local avt and crafls, food and enfertainment.

As well as being the basc for the anntual Trash o
Fashion Awards, the centre tuns a programune ol art
classes and three new courses have been announced
for the suruner school in January: bronze scuip e
with David Beidl; life drawing with Allie Bagle, and
sculpture with Fatu Feu'n, '

Justlike Assid Covban, who showed that anytiring
is possible when you have the will and the
vision, Waitakere City Councilis redefining the west,
making the city a place where art and architectura
are woven fnto the fabric of everyday life.

f¥irginia Were



The 3t Baitding was loemerly used Lo produce spivils for fortilied wines and now Douses avlists' studios. 2, This bistoric Hendersen church asaociated with the Corbans is
ing repovaled. 5. The mural by Nuake Sivikize was commissioned by Safer Waitakere for the ostate. 4. The lower storey of Lhe boimestead, 5. The entrance to the homestead,
hich onee comprised 2irvoms. 6. Direcior Tanya Wilkinson, 7. O, 1999, steel sculpture -by voesident avtist Neil Milter jn the estate gronnds. ’
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BULLET POINTS FOR MAYOR BOB HARVEY
GE FREE MARCH ALBERT PARK AUCKLAND CiTY
16 NOVEMBER 2002 1PM

Kia ora to Jeanette Fitzsimmons, Nandor Tanczos,
lan Ewen-Street, and Metiria Turei

I’'m a passionate conservationist and “greenie” for
over thirty years, since the Save Manapouri
campaign in the late 1960s

The first thing 1 did when | got elected in 2001 was to
declare Waitakere City GE free in field and food

Soon afterwards Jeanette Fitzsimmons and | opened
Phoenix organics, a totally GE Free food producer

On my Mayoral web page, | set a vote counter for GE
Free. | asked do people want the City to be GE free
or not. 96% wanted GE free

It's ten years of the eco-city, where sustainability is a
way of life

At Johannesburg’s Summit on Sustainability, my key
message was that sustainability is good for the
economy, as well as the community and the
environment

In 1992 we chose to take the clean green principles
and apply them to a whole City. Here is my key
message to you today: GE free is part of a wider
platform of sustainability, and it can work.

Food productibn is one thing New Zealand leads the
wortd in. it means smart jobs. Why endanger that
with GE?

After all, with nearly 200,000 people, Waitakere City
is the largest GE free City in the world.

o
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Jon-Paul Hendriksen
19 Midgley Road
West Harbour
Auckiand

PR T I

3 November 2002

Mr Bob Harvey

The Mayor

Waitakere City Conncil

Civic Administration Building
6 Waipareira Ave

Henderson

Dear Mr Barvey,

Well my campaign for the World Duathion Championships is finally over. 1 anrived back in New
Zeatand from Atlanta, USA on the 23

mﬁmmmwﬂlﬁmamﬁg}ﬁmmmmeﬁmmmm
anlike most of the team who wete jaded. We had 2 week build-up before ihe acual race. This proved
tobepc:ﬁecttiming,aslmidn’thavelﬂwdtogetﬁmeanylmcr,mdanywﬁermayhaveauowd
me to lose my edge. The hotel we stayed in was less than a kilometer from: the mcecourse. This
enabled me to get a great nderstanding of the course. Something that was extremely important o my
build-up and mental preparation. Also the hotel was of a high standard, meaning I was comfortable,
and retaxed the whole time, The only other concer before leaving New Zealand was the weather,
There was a possibility of hot and humid weather, Something that I may not have had time to adjust
to,mmdbenmbicmaﬁuﬂm,bmuselwasmlgamzwanﬂm.

As for race day everything weni as planned. My race was ot until 3:30pm, which tended to be the
warmest part of the day. Thctmxpmhuesallwed;hadheenqlﬁtemﬂd,memﬁyammdﬂdegrees,
and cood in the moraings. It swas much the same on race day, apart from when the sun cante ot it
really warmed up. 1t transition arca was in a Jarge car park meaning that the temperature was even
hotter, 1was well hvdrated, so didn’t think it would be a major issue. The race started haxd and fast.
as I had expected. However, instead of sprinting Jike a lot of the others from the gon I decided it was
best to keep my race constant for the whole two hours. After all in order 10 finish first, first you must
finish. The first run went well, and T eniered ansition 12% 1 had an excellent transition and moved
into the wp fen. Imdasdidtikenmngupamthm‘p!ace,anddﬂying“dthagwdmofﬁdcm
IhmwmeiaamnmeMcmmlyha:dasﬂwhmt“ﬁssﬁﬂpounmng,andmyhgshadcmnmad
a fittle on the bike. 1kuew I needed a good drink before the last five kilometers, so instead of racing
pasnhcdrinkaaﬁmbymmiﬁonljoggedpam,audmadcmlhadagoodm n the end I think
this helped me immensely,

Qq:-c.o.gnssaqtgga.quabn
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1 was hu:ﬁngﬁ:ewhclewaythmughthemn,bxnbecausetheracewassﬁll very close 1 had w0
push the whole way. Also I still had ne idea what my position was. Therefore, 1 had to run as
hard as I could to gain a desirable result. With two kilometers o go I was caught and past by a
competitor. This was very draining mentally, but instead of giving up and watking to the finish
(which is all I felt capable of doing) I pushed on. 1 used him as a careot and ran as hard as |
coutd. Once I entered the final kilometer I pushed even harder, as nobody was £0INg 10 pass me
before the finish line.

I crossed she line thoroughly drained and exhausted. T couldn’t have gone any harder and had
10 be happy with that. In the end | had placed 9. Something T didn’t discover until 10:30pi,
which meant | vode back to the hotel unaware of my placing, but happy with my performance.

1 am very pleased with niy result, T wanted to be in the top ten. To be honest I would have itked
to been able to gain the victory, but 1 wasn’t good enough on the day. However, I see thisasa
benefit, as I know now how much I must improve, and where 1 need to improve. 1 have a whole
vear to implement this. Also this was my first World Duathlon Championships, so I can only
get better. Next year the World Championships are in Switzerland and 1 plan to dominate the
race, and in doing so become World Champion.

Thg;;_g;youverymuchforymnsxlpportinmymm—upiiwasgreatiyappreciated,andlhopcthat
support will be there for me thraugh the next vear.

Ay
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Dear Sir,

& Jep g oo -

I am writing to you to say thank you to you and your staff. On October 24" [ phoned your
office to speak with you regarding the safety of children around an unsafe water way in our
street. You had left the office for the day so I spoke with a very nice lady of whom [ am very
sorry to say and rude of me to have forgotten her name. This lady assured me she would get
in contact w1th someone regardmg this issue.

The followmg day I recelved a call from your parks manager Mr Grant J ennmgs who was
also very pleasant and helpful, Mr Jennings assured me that he would have someone come to
se¢ me on the 29‘“l of October and that somethmg would be done about this unsafe water way.

Mr Jack Burton your Parks Cfuahty assurance and llalS(}B officer.called in to see us and this
very nice gentleman had organised the installation of the fence within the week. Asthe
mother of a seven month old it is reassuring to know that now there 1s unlikely to be a nasty
accident concerning any of the streets children or visitors to the street. 1 used to watch from
my door step in horror as a child or dog would run after a ball and only the quick actions of
parents or aduits close by prevented such a d1saster

Mr Harvey, T once again thank you and your Stdff for the prompt response to my phone call,
our family and al} the other families in the street feel a lot safer. The contractors who did the
work did a wonderful job, the fence looks totally in keeping with the surroundings.

with many Thanks <

%ﬂ‘“‘ﬂ&_
LY

Mrs Jeanette Wensor
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WHY ARE NEW ZEALANDERS SO
WEALTHY? asks Arthur Grimes

TABLE 1: Index of Family Wealth

and GDP per Gapita
' index of GOP per
index of Family Dapitz
Famity ~ Wealth  (PPP}
Country Wealth Raniing* Ranking*
Austraiia 0.42 = 12
Ausiria 0.25 i 10
Belgium .09 18 ]
Canada .41 3 &
Czech Republic  -0.86 25 23
Denmark 0.49 5 3
Finland 0.22 li= 15
France -0.15 22 16
Germany 0.20 13 14
Greace -0.45 24 24
Hungary .87 26 26
feelang 0.53 4 4
trefand 005 6= 7
Laly 012 15 18
Japan -0.14 20= i1
Korea -0.27 23 23
Luxembourg §.32 9 i
Mavico -1.44 28 28
Hetherands 018 14 13
News Zealand 0.22 = 20
Narway 01.56 3 3
Poland -1.00 27 27
Portugal -0.13 19 22
Spain -0.14 20= 21
Sweden 6.65 i 17
Switzerland 0.05 16= 3
United Kingdem 042 6= 19
United Statas 0.61 2 2
G0 e o kematort S e, sny
condusted in 2060, wanngisa oecd ong
T mtﬁ?zm’ pef'napital[P;P. lB‘BBﬂl aen® i
wrw lindp. ergdr 2001/

"Itis commonplace in New Zeaiand to bemaan our fall ir: living standards relative fo
the rest of the developed woiid. In 1950 New Zealand ranked third in fie OECD in

terms of GDP per head. That position had fatien to 20th by 1998 and recently Spain
passed New Zealand refegating us to 21st piace. Governmert has recently expressed an
explicit aim to return New Zealand %o the top half of the 28 OECD countries in terms of

income per head.?

New Zaaland's 215t ranking within the OECD
in terms of S0P per head {per capita incormey’
ingicates that New Zealant has a long way to go
to achieve the povernmert's aim, Further, that
rasking s made on tha basis of measures of GOP
per head using Furchasing Power Parities (PFP).
Thase measdres are intended to adjust for the
different cost of Eving in each country.

While PP per capita measures are suppos-
edy superigr to dollas-based measures, therg is
reason to doubt their eifactiveness in adiusting for
inter-country purchasing power. The studies use
rather outdated estimates of living costs. Other
technicat issues {such as the appropriateness of
the hasket of goods used in the measure) also
raise concerns that PPP figures are nof afways
raiiable for making cross-couniry somparisons,

In 2000 the QECD conductad an inter-
country education stusly, tha DECD Programms far
International Student Assessment (PI3A). The
purpase of the stucy was to measure Cross-
country performance of 15 year ofd students in
tha fields of reading, mathematical and scientific
ftaracy. The study involved detailad sampling in
gach OFCD country (and in a number of nap-
GECD countries) to ensuse that the resulis for
each couniry were a true reflection of standards
for 15 year olds across the whaole of that country.
(Details of the sampling methodoiogy are
availaiie o;": the PISA  website:
www pisa oacd.org/y’

Ore of the facters which might help explain
stident performance is household  wealth.
Siudents from wealthier backgrounds are

roemally foand to perdform &t higher average

Rib

levals than students from poorer backgrounds. Te
test the influence of this factor, the PISA study
sunplied a guestionnaire t¢ each student covering
their access te various items. The items Included:
= the avalability, in their home, of a
dishwasher, & rocm of eir own, educationa
softwars, and g link 13 the Internet; and
«  the number of cellular phones, Blevision sets,
cOmPUiErs, motor cars ani Bathrcoms at home,
Wealthier houssholds were expectes bp have
mors discretionary income than less wealthy
heuseholds and so were sxpested to ba able to
acquire more of these high cuality goods and
services than psorer households.
The availabdity of these ltems was used {o
Far the
0ECD countries, this index has an average of zera

construct an index of family weaith.?

and a standard deviation of one. If represanis an
expiicit survey-based wealth measure which is
ceasistantty measured across all GECD countyies
and which is standardised for families at a similar
lifa-gycle siage {3ince each must have & 15 year
oid in the family).

Tre rasuldng Index of Family Wealth is

prasented n Tzhie 1 for cach country together

with the ranking of sach country out of tha 28
06D couniries. Swedes, Unitad Siates, Nooway,
lceland and Denmark fie the Scandinavians plus
the USA) are ranked as the five wealthiest
cotntrias. The six new members of the OECD
(Mexico, Peland, Hurgary, Czech Republic, Greece
and Korea} are sanked lowest, Thess resuifs
aceord with intuition,

Tivee othar nofable rasulis stand out. Fiestly,
Australia is rarked sixth equal with the Ui

]
]
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Again this result (at feast for Austratia) Is in accord
with intuition; on the basis of observed fifesiyles,
Austratia does appear to be a relatively wealthy
country. This result deronstrates the high husdle
New Zealanders set when comparing our living
standards with those of aur closest neighbour.

Secondly, France s ranked the ssventh
poorest country (it is the poorast country after the
six new DECD entrants). The reason for this resuft
may be cennected with the reasoning underlying
the third rasuft.

The third notable resull is thet New Zeatand
is ranked 11th eguat {with Finland}. 1t i3 ranked as
a wealthier country than Germany, Netherlands,
tialy, refard, Switzerlangd, Belgium and Japan.

Each of thase countries, and the aforgmen-
Honed France, are ranked abead of New Zealand
in tarms of GOP per sapita, measured using
pirrchasing powser parity ithese rankings are listed
also in Takle 1). However, each of these couatries
suffers from protactionist policies and other forms
&f regulation affecting acsess {o CONSGMEr goocs
and services. For instance, the Common
Agricuitura) Potisy in Europe and Japan's agricul-
{ural profectionism make the cost of food — a
hasic determinant of living standards — much
higher in these coundries than it is in New
Zealand. By contrast, New Zealand's libesalisa-
“on programms has deiivered low levels of border
protection, recuced domestic ragulation and
increased product choice for New Zealanders ®

Gne axplaration therefare for New Zealand's
refativaly bigh family waaith ranking is that ving in
Wew Zealand is chaap. The cost of living is net
ralsed needlessly by excessive government
interventicn. incomes (measured by GDP per eat)
may not be high, but low living costs associated
with comgelitive markets mere than make ug for
this 50 as o dediver high tving standards.

indenandent confirmaticn of this expianation
ig indicatad by the March 2002 Mercer Human
Rasource Consulting survey of living costs in
major world cities. That survay, which measured
the comparative cost of over 200 items, indicated
that the cost of living In Auckiand and Weilington
rankad 140th and 142nd respectively out of the
144 surveyed cities’ Thus incomes in New

Zeatand can afford fo be much lower than
glsewhare and still be consistent with access fo
high quality goods and senri_ces,

The PISA results indicate that the govemn-
ment's farget has already been achieved: New
Zealand is rapked in the fop half of the OECD in
wrms of family wegith. However we cannot rest
easily, If the couniries below us were 1o liberalise
their ecoromias, 5o making the cost of living
cheaper for their families, they could leap past us
in teyrs of Hying standards. Our relative living
standards might then more closaly reflect our
refative gaming power 2s indicated by the GDP
ner capita comp.arisons. The rarkings won't stand
still without New Zezlanders continuaity striving to
make oursglves wealthier.

While New Zealand ranis highly on family
wealth in overall tarms, owr performance slips
whan distributional issues are examined. The PISA
study lists the index of Family Wealth broken
down by wealth guartite. Thus we can compars
the ranking of each of New Zealand's wealth
quartiles with those of the other QECD countries.

In doing 5o, wa find that New Zsafand's top
wealth quartils is rarked 10th out of tha top
guartiles of pach CECD country. New Zegfand's
secord quartile also ranks 10th amongst the OECD
country second guartites. Both these rankings are
zhead of cur overall country ranking. The corollary
is that our third and fourth guartiles rank 15th ard
15th respectively amongst third and fourth
guartiles of OECD country wealth. Each of these
rankings is betow Gur ovarall country ranking.

Thus New Zealend has a more skewed
waalth distribution thar the OECD average. Taking
the difference between the index of Family Wealth
“or ths top and the fourth quartiles in each country
as an indicatar of wealth inequality, New Zealand
is ranked as having the sixth most unequal family
wealth istribution in the DECD behind Mexito
ithe most unequall, Portuga!, Poland, the United
States and Luxembolrg.

Fach of the Seandinavian countries combine
high famiy wealth with low inequality. Given this
performance, New Zeaiand stilt has work to de in
arder to achieve ths aim of both 2 wealthy and an

inclusive sociely.

ALY

Arthur Grimes is Principal, GT Research
and Consulting and- Senior HAesearch

Associate, Motu ECconomic and Public
Policy Research Trust Or Grimes is & pon-
exgcutive Cirector of the Aeserve Bank of
New Zsaland, He currenfly feaches
money and finance at Victoria University
of Wellington. Previous positions include
Director, Institute of Policy Studies
{Mictoria- University), Chief Exscutive of
Southpac  Investment
Limited; National Bank Chief Econamist;
and Chief Economist and Head of

iManagement

Financlal Markets at the Reserve Bank of
New Zealand. He had a key role in the
design of the Reserve Bénk of New
Zealand Act 1989, Dr Grimes has
undergraduate economics degrees fg'um
ihe Uiniversity of Waikate and a PhD from
the Longdon School of Economics.

i Saw Maddisgr, A (2007} The Wornd Econamy: A Milamial Fevsteris,
Parls: GECD amg At rimes (2002} Growing & Heaftty Feonimy, IP8
Potiuy Newsleitar 82 9-13.

2 Merw Zowlacx! Governmant (2002) Growing an innenvative New Zeaiand,
Vetlnghan

3 Siricty speaking per capia naee 18fs & GUF per head rather tum
B per head Bt GOP foures 25 more readily avaifalie and e
rankings are raiatlvely mung [0 use af sither 2gqriuete.

4 Tha onfy GEC oy witich fad 2 rasponse il 00 ow b ensurg
oross-counlry comydarasiity of aducational artainmen was i
Nefnariancs, afthough for punaees of eomleianass i is incldsd in
tg comnanEans tiscussed e

§ This approact s Similsr fp The aporoach usa i e reoend s vey of
Living Stardards of Difer Nav Zeaiandens, Ministry of Sociaf Poliy,
whitingtan (2067} which surveyed g apcess of older Mow Jaaland2rs
i narkan fems.

& Bpz Evans, L. A Grimes and B, wilkinson with B, Teeca (1996
Eeanamic Reform in New Teaann: The Purswt of Efciency. Jourmafl of
Ceamunnle Literating J4(4) 1856 102

7 Gen Waws Rgrna: Workhwire Duailly of Life Survey 2002 - Oty
Aanvings, § Joly F002 W mercerEcom

COMPETITION & REGULATION TIMES — PAGE §




SPEECH NOTES FOR MAYOR BOB HARVEY
AT SCHOOLS PRINCIPALS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
LINCOLN GREEN, 1.30PM, 20 NOVEMBER 2002

Tena Koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou. | want to thank
you for inviting me to speak to you today.

Usually when you are standing in front of any Principal at
this time of year, let alone over a hundred of them, you are
receiving pretty stern instruction about your report card.

So in a way | am presenting a report card to you.

It's a kind of “how are we doing” for me, after ten years of
leadership.

A city, like a school, should provide a vision of hope and of
‘a way forward.

They both need to be places of hope.

| am sure that at times it has been a year in which teahing
and schooling felt like was a little on the back foot, with the
industrial action, NCEA, and the Painted Apple Moth.

We have been and are in this for the long term, and, in the
words of Albert Einstein, it is the job of leaders to find:

Out of clutter, find simplicity
From discord, find harmony

For all of us, battling through the upper reaches of
bureaucracy can look small compared to the individual
cases of people who come to you under enormous stress,
wanting to change their lives and seeking wise advise or
needing firm direction.
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Educational research shows that the most effective
strategy to be used by all leaders, not just teachers, is that
of ‘feed forward’.

We've got to do more than just say, ‘good work, keep it

up’.

It involves making judgements that show where people
are dong things right, and how they can push their
standards higher, and feel proud doing it.

The events o September 11, 2001 shook the world and
have led to Americans reflecting upon all facets all facets
of life.

Included in that review process has been an analysis of
the state of public education in the USA.

Two of the findings | find particularly affirm the waythat
principals in the Waitakere City area are doing.

‘A school built around a strong sense of purpose and the
cultivation of strong relationships across generations has
the power to influence lives for a very long time ... itis in
schools that we learn the art of livigin together as citizens,
and it is in public schools that we are obliged to defend the
diea of a public, not only a private interest.”

For many of the schools in this area, the ethnic breakdown
is about

45% European
22% Maori

18% pacific island
15% Asian
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And there will be about 40 nationalities represented in any
one roll.

It's about the same for any one citizenship in the Council
Chamber, which | do every month.

| want to make it clear to you all that we must all make a
truly clear stand in the upcoming immigration debate:
defend the children.

The children have no blame or shame.

The diversity of the City, like the diversity of the school,
allows our schools to develop the skills necessary for
them to operate successfully in a multicultural world.

You don't have to give up your culture or that of your
ancestors to be a patriotic New Zealander.

We live in a small nation, in a city surrounded by the
ocean. We have nowhere to go so we had better learn 1o
get along with each other.

And in fact we do. Just last month | attended the annual
Dipawali Festival of Light. Over 1,000 people attended,
almost all recent immigrants to New Zealand.

The basic value system across all cultures deals with four
areas:

- our bodies (to live)

- our hearts (to love)

- our minds (to learn)

- our spirit (to leave a legacy)
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Murray Thom, the successful businessman behind the
personalised number plate business was quoted in iast
weekends New Zealand Herald, saying that he wanted
more than “he sold a lot of number plates” inscribed on his
tombstone — he wanted to leave a legacy.

And that man will have been someone'’s student, looking
for a dream. He found it, and he knows that there’'s more.

In that man’s mind, something said that there is more than
self-interest in the world,

The journey never stops.

And for a leader, be it a Principal or the mayor of a city,
the great rock road of triumph and disaster simply rolls in
day after day.

And there is no greater example of that than the current
book | am reading by the previous mayor of New York,
Rudoph Guliani.

He faced a number of crises in his terms as Mayor,
including marriage breakdown, cancer, organised crime,
and thttha attack on the World Trades Centre on September
the 11

He concludes his book by saying that part of leadership is
harnessing your passions in a way that serves your goalis.
And his father's advice to him for such a crisis is: stay
calm. But another part of leadership for that great mayor
was to retain your humanity. And 1 quote from the book:

“The anger | felt, and continue to feel, about the attacks on
- the World Trade Centre is healthy. The challenge was to
put it to work in ways that would make me a stronger,
better leader.”

And that is true for all of us here. For me, and for you.
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There is a great quote given to me by Tony Garelja the
wonderful Principal of Waitakere College, who took a line
from the poet Robert Frost:

“In three words | can sum up everything 've learned about
flife: it goes on.”

In reply | would add, and a leader gets up and faces i,
feels it, and leads.

Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa.

ENDS
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