Clark House

A Nationa! Ceramics Museum?
Richard Quinn, Auckland

Ricrard Guing, a professional ceramics hisloran was in-
vited by the New Zealand Soclely of Pollers to give a pres-
entation on Clark House and the asscclated Limeburmers
Bay kHn sites, &l their annual conference Coromandoo,
at Coromandel earlier this year.

Annie Wilson together in Auckiand in 1863. Carder part-owned 2
Staffordshire Pottery and Wright had managed one. Wrightfrom
Carder's Kilns. Their kitns differed; Wright had up-draughts, Carder
used down-draughts. Carder lived alone in the bush at
Limeburners unti! his family joined him in 1865, He rowed his
first wares across the harbour o Auckland - there was no other
way. A trge pioneer polter,

The Waitemala Potlery site coniains a wealth of visible evidence
of Carder and those who followed him on the site. There are
substantial kKin remains, including some with firemauths, heautifil
salted bag walls, 2 20 metrs flue running up & pitside and a
~ewikiin abandoned when buiit only 1o ground-leve:, because of
the 1029 birth of Amaigarmaled Brick,

Photos by Howard Williams

Clark House, Hobsonville

Its gasier Io find foreign ceramics in our museums than tocal
exampies. Shaukdn't visiiors be able ko see what we have © offer?
To see how, where and why we might differ? Have we sared the
right to see our works proudly displayed? if you agree, you'dl
know why we need a National Ceramics Musgum.

The proposal: that Clark House, Limeburners Bay, Habsonville,
Auckiand, be used for ceramics displays and Joshua Carder's
adjacent, 1863, Waitemata Poitery be a field site. The whole to
be our National Ceramics Museunn.

Clark House was built batween the late 18%0s and 1902, of
holfow sait-glazed ceramic blocks designed by the Clarks before
hollow concrata blocks were invented. His fixtures and fitlings are
in original condition and of superh quaiity. Stained glass windows;
rare arched walk-through windows; native wood ceifings; original
wallpapers; moulded papier mache wall coverings; handpainied
detalis on multicotoured, pressed-zine ceilings; tiled ficors; thed,
marble firoploces; elched-giass doors and windows with Ceramis
pot matifs, ete. Architectfauthor John Stacpoole says the wrought
iron work [s the best exampie in New Zealand.

Originaily named Mgaroma - Housg of Love, it was huilt for the
Ciarks’ own use and io advertise the glazed biocks. Clark's huge
brick and piogyard abulted Poltery Traek beiow e house, s
served by a brick tunnel from the basement. it stands i four and
a half grassy, tres-studded acres above the upper Wailemnaia
Marbour, just minuies from the end of Aucikland's Norh-Wesiern
Motorway, Bood parking; room o grow. A big concrate blogk
annaxs built by the PNZAF [current owners) is ideal for siorage
ar archives and could be covered in salt-glared tiles.

Briar Cardners, plonesr studio polier, was 8 O Clark’s
granddaughter and visited the house ofter. Tom Clark, Crown
Lynn'g founder, tived nere, His father crealec Amaigamaied Srick
and Tile Co, the industry gient, in 1829, The Clarks have playec 2
ssminal role in our ceramicg history.

Below Clark Mouse ihe Waltemzia Pottery site has miraculously
susvived, hiduen in the bush. Joshua Carder and James Wright
. 1ha first wheebthrowing potters in New Zealand, arrived on the

Remains of partly-built heehive kiln

Thare are brick wells, a big brick water-storage tank; even
Carder's workshop floor suevives! in Pottery Creek fie the remains
of two barges that carried marine clays, shell for calcining and
finished ware. The Landing is refained by vertical, glezed pipas.
Nearby is the steel ferry Tongariro, towed here around 1805 to act
as a platform for water lanks. Big drains direct water from a tiny
permanent stream. n a pool above one drain, tiny native fish dart
for sheiter whan disturbed.

Four kilns on site are built of handmade, extruded and pressed
bricks, the only methods ever used in brickmaking. Some maching
parts and machine beds are known; more may he found.

Carder made whatever settlers nesded: bollies, crocks, jars,
Aowecpots, pipes, insulators, etc. Fve located over 50 moulds
and test-pieces siill held by his family. He made tead-glazed,
salt-giazed and unglazed wars, in both earthen and stoneware
bodies, and used both cogglewheel and sprigmoulding dacorating
technigues.
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In 1865 Carder apprenticed thirieen vear old George Vazey,
the firsi colonial potiers apprentice and thus Lhe first whagi-
throwing potier to only ever work joca! clays. George later married
ong of Carder's daughlers ang ran the site for scme years, thus
becoming the first localiy-irained polter to run a colonia! Pottery.
Yet how many people have ever even heard of him?

Gecrge Carder gnd Walter Carder, Joshua's zons, laier ran
the site until the 1920s when amslgamalion coolad the
Limeburners Bay kilng for ever. This site is the very heart and
hearth of the birth of local ceramics. The bush setting mskes it
even More praciols: pongas, pitiosporums, siiver ferns, faxes,
ground-ferns, epiphyies, native grasses - nature has clothed the
bare body of man’s work in a living manile of green; the result is
tsuietly besuliful,

Rhys Gardner, a botanist {related to Briar), listed 63 native
plant species; since, young totara have sprung up. Big Australian
rees surround tha site, relics from seeds in the coal shipped from
easlern Australiz. Fentails, grey warblers, herons, tuls, kingfishers
and other birds enjoy the protection of the bush. Tiny native snails
ard giant centipedes, the latter now rare on the mainland, thrive.

Take a guided tour round Limeburmers Bay: my "Pattery Walk™.
Start ot Clark House. Walk towards Wisely Road. Note the ceramic
biock servanis’ quarters, 60 metres from, and on the opposite
side of, Clark House. It too had a tunne! which may stiit exigt, Into
Wisely Road to Jdoshuz Carder's house, pulled there on skids by
bullock teams from ifs original ske over a century ago. 1¥'s cherished
by fts current owners,

wards chimney
LT o I

Another kiln site showing flue exit fo

1

Ramains of smaller beghive kiln

into Cakpark Place. Meander down t¢ Ozkpark Reserve. The
huge spreading oak was plsnted in January 1867 on Annie
Carder’s twelfth birthday. The hoie for it was dug by “Long Harry™
du Fresne, ong of Carder's workers, (Regretiably, we don't vet
know hig collar size or the brand of spade he used.) The Carder
house originaily stiood by the osk. Annie Carder later married John
Wisely, “the boy nexl door,” who, working for Carder, “marrisd
the boss's daughter.” The Wiselys are alsa related to the Clarks
and stilt live in Wisely Road.

Walk to the bottom of the Reserve, noting the huge white
sheflbanks on tha outer fringe of the mangroves. Calcined in the
kiins, they gave the Bay its name. Leit at the bank of Fotiery
Creek, into the bush and the Waitemata Potfery site. Beyond itis
Robert Holtand’s site. between the Carder and Clark sites; a
huge kiln collapse, like same ancient chisl's tumulus, and a big
menhir-fke machine bed, still remain. Taken over, this site made
ceramic blocks for Clark's,

Onio Clark's. More big machine beds. The concrete landing
steps where scows, tsunches, cutlers, schooners and barges
berthed. The eatire fank is retained with pipes - big pipes wilh
smaller pipes inside them, and even smaller pipes inside them.
(I've jusi loeated photos of Clark’s works taker on an Auckiand
Annivarsary day - the Bay | bouncing with ferries, scows, etc.)

Walk round 1o the point’. Buge magnolia and walnut frees
stand near where Clark’s original ponga-walled, rammed-garth
floor whare sioed from 1854 untit 1910, Note the big Norfolk
pine, a fealure of cozstal sites, planted to guide early mariners,
Sherds and wasiers everywhere. Stumps of pilas from the old
public wharf rot i the tide,

The hulk of ihe steel ferry "Tongariro” ligs in the mangroves
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More kiln remains partly excavated

Back three bundred metres and walk up unpaved Potiary Lane.
{In the bush-edge part way up the Lane are suspected kiin
remaing; Il investigete them.) Cross the road 0 Hobsonville
Cemetery and Church, now & Scout hall. On lang doneted by R
O Ciark, the church was buill by John Danby, whe married one of
Carder's daughters here ir 1875; the first coupie 10 be married
nere - its nuptial baptism, 50 to speak.

The cemetery. Emma Vazey, George's wife, dead of typhoid at
33, 10 weeks after the birth of her fifih child, is just inside the gate.
Ironically, huge orders came to the Limeburners works scon efier,
as town councils izid sewage fines to combat typhoid, endemic in
colonial New Zealand. Joshua Carder and his wife iie near R O
Clark and family. This place is a ceramic Rofl of Honour, Robent
Holland's two infant daughters share a tiny unmarked grave
through eternity. Brothers George and Walter Carder. A ceramic
iombstone marks a pollery worker's grave. Wiseiys and
Ocklestons, who ran & nearby works. [Years later, Ocklestons, 2
Wisely and a Carder worked for Tom Clark at Crown Lynn - the
Limeburners lads stuck together.) Scott, who ran another local
works, is here; the cegmatery is in Scofl Road,

Hera lie more pionger clayworkers, families and workers than
in any comparable place in the country, Still in the Bay where
they lived and worked. What can i say? it is sacred to our
indigenous clayworking heritage and traditions, it is part af our
tapnga: Waahi tapu.

L ezve this wonderful shrine, walk back inio Clarke (sic) Road
and Clark House. The entire walk tekes an hour, spans 143 years
and encompasses more ceramics history, tradition, beauly and
associations than is reasonably imaginable. it's ovarwhelming -
and s of international stature and value. it's where we embarked
on an unchanad jeurmey 1o a poltery tradition - and Clark House
displays wil show where the voyage has taken us. Past, present
and future tied together.

We'l meke & videno so that everyons tan see its value, These
may be a betler place; ve yat to find ik If you know one, share i
with us, Auckignd has the needed oriical mass; it sometimes
faces needling critical massas indufging in parochialistn, That
was absent at Corpmandoo: potiers are thoughtius, sharing people.
w's NOYT an Auckland preject - s a nationai one, i's hera only
because it's the fight thing in the right place at ths right ifme; a
national reasure. And o date its most dedicated supporiers are
frem the Waikain, Wailngion gnd the Coromande! 2s well as
Aucidand.

You deserve the best this is it, The Historic Places Tiust ranks
Carder's sits first-equai nationglly as a remglning colonial
ndustrial site. Auckland Rsgional Coungif chose it as the sole

_reglonal pakeha model sits for managemerdiconsersation plans.

Seen from behind GClark House, the kiln sites e betweaen the
hoyses and the mangroves

Clark House is & Category 'A building; 'm working to Register
e whole Bay as an Historic Ares.

Few other countries can say “here our potiery tradition began.”
Mo other couniry hag, right next to that traditiorr's birthpiece, a
mansion of such splendid, apposite materials. Or the first local
potter's apprentice; the first studio potter; the beautifl healing
bush or 2l the cther wonderful assogiations of thig pint-sized,
remarkable Bay. We can't ask for more. How lucky we arst To
make this all happen we only need our own strength, vision and
passion. The overwhelming respanse o my talk al Coromandoa
shows we have it.

Thanks to the New Zealand Sociely of Potters Tor the lnvitation
10 speak at Coromandou; | was scared sciptiess - but it was traly
Coromandelightful,

tastly, pottery is intrinsically about people. A Maori praverb
BAYS:

Ka patai koutou ki au, he ata te mea nuj o 1e Ao?

Ka ki alu ahau ki a koutou. he tangala, he tangata, hia tangatal
You ask me what is the greatesi thing in all the world?

{ answer you af, it is peopie, it Js people, it is pecple! n

Masaic tiled floor inside Clark House
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Clockwise from top left:

Clark House visit by Auckiand Siudio Potters
Bryce Slevens and Barry Brickell on 15t floor balcony
Richard GQuinn, Bryce and Barry examing the salt-
glazad blocks

Stained gfass window on landing

Panelted wall of main stairway

Timbered ceifing in the mastsr bedroom
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