Information for Option 2
Assess-way Open to Motor-vehicles with Safety Improvements

The foliowing are key points in regard to Option 2:

[1] Council's strategic direction which supports efficient traffic movement for all and bringing
commuriities closer together would continue te be supported.

[2] All safety concerns raised by the residents would be effectively addressed through minor safety
improvement works, as explained in the following table.

[3] Associated concemns relaing to amenity and property value would be effectively addressed
through minimisation of the use of traffic signs, the careful matching of bollards to existing bollards,
and the planting of shrubs, all as detailed in the table below and indicated in the iandscape architect’s
sketches, herewith.

4] The proposed works can be quickly implemented at moderate cost (in the order of $3000 net to
Councl) and funded from the existing minor safety works budget.

Satety Concern

Proposed improvements

Effect

Some of the dhvers’ speeds are
tao high for the conditions.

Instalf wooden boliards right next to
tha painted edges of the traffic lane.

Irstell double sided ‘chiigren-hand-in-
hand sign’ at drivers’ eye height mid-
way along access-way.

Reduces driver's spead, and braking
distance if thare Is a need to stop.

Increases  driver  awareness  of
conditions and need for care, reducing
reaction time ¥ there is 2 need 1o stop.

Child runs heedlessly ordo the

ACCesS-Way.

install wooden bolards right next to
the painted adges of the traffic lane.

Install low wooden-rail fence along
boundary lines where there are no
fences af pregsent.

Adequately reduces driver's speed,
and braking distance.

Stops sudden headless running onto
the carriageway from positions hlddsn
by existing high wooden fences.

Maintains clear visibity to other places
from which a child coutd run, for

. exampie the Checkerberry walicway.

Pedesirians going tofrom the
Checkerberry walkway are not
swere of the carriageway and the
need to give way o traffic.

Install bolards sach side of the
wakway at #s intersaction with the
carmiageway.

instali coloured  dirnpied  pavers
between the bollards each side.

| Clealy and sublly indicates the sate

crossing poi for pedestrians erud how
to use i

Gpposing drivers conflict on the
single-lane for two-way traffic.

This issue has akeady been
addresssd by the new road maskings
showing the waiting bays at each and
of the access-way, and the new signs
showing who shoutd give way.

No conflicts were observed during
Councils fraffic  surveys  cowering
representative times of the day.

The need 1 possibly give way has a
traffic calrming affect .

Many drivers go the wrong way
round the ceatral traffic isfand {o
gl a higher speed intc the
access-way.

This issus  has aresdy been
aduressad by the new roed making-
arrows and keep-left signs  that
correctly direct drivers.

No transgressions by througn trafiic
ware observed during Councif's trefiic
surveys covenng representative fimes
of the day.

Orvers  un-parking from  the
central traffic island cannot sse
tha through traffic if there is a van
narked in the istand,

nstall a painteg edge fne arcund the
isiand to create a safe zone for un-
parking drivers to move into o get
adequate visibility. and to restram
hrough drivers.

This measwre has been proven to be
sftective end accepiabie o drivers and
residents of Rangiwal Boed Titirang,
where thers is angie parking outside
™e shops fwith mugh higher furnover
and higher faffic volume than in
Freestone Pigee].
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Safety Concern

Proposed Improvements

Effact

Vehicles parked in the central
traffic island block visibility of
pedesirians going !o/fom the
Checkerberry walkway.

install a painted edge line around the
istand to restrain through drivers,
{and modiy the physical ends of the
frafic island fo match if necessary

after monitaring}.

Cakulations show that there would e
adequate visibility for drivers 1o stop in
time shoukd a child run heediessly from
Checkerberry Court.

Pedestians walk on  the
carriageway.

Install the missing section of fooipath

an the sauthemn sids,

install wooden bellards right next to

the painted edges of the fraffic lane.

Council's Road Safely coordinator
can feciitate child specific education
on use af the footpath with

Summerland School.

Encowrages use of fhe exisfing
fontpath.

Highlights distinction bstween
carriageway and footpath, because the
boilards wouid be betwsen the foclpath
and the traffic lane, and creates a safe
retreat for those who continue to wak
on the cardageway.

Awareness of obiigation to use the
footpath.

Residents who care for grass and
plenting in access-way are
exposed to motor vehicles and
feet unsafe.

Install wooden bollards right next to
the painted edges of the iraffic lane,
aril position traffic  approxEnately

0.5m further to the south.

rovides more space to tend grass f
planting and prevenis  vehicles
encroashing this space.

Other Concerns

Proposed Remedies

Effect

Lloss of wvisual amenity and

property value owing to the
exection of traffic control signs.

Folowing installation of boillards,
remove the waffic control signs each
end. Install double-sided ‘children-
hand-in-hand  sign' at drivers’ eye

height mid-way along access-way.

The visual intrusion of the exigling
fraffic controt signs will be efminated
and the ‘children-hard-n-hand sign'
will not be wisibie from adjacent
propeities or Yt passing traffic in
Summeriand Drive.

Nolse of fafic on  wvehicle
cressings each end.

The mouniable ‘lips’ could be
rermoved, f juatified in terms of traffic-
volume and noise-level in ralation o

other traffic noise.

Reduclion in Yire noise due o the 'ip’
on the vehicie crossings.

Access-way fraftic wili increase
when the Bridge between
Surmmerland Drive and Munroe
Road is opened.

tnstall wooden bollards right next ic

the painted edges of the trafic fane.

This will modarate the increase ang
encourage the use of Waterstone Way.
However, the existing traffic volume is

i smali, and any increase shoukd match

the access-way function.

General visuai amenity.

impiement plarting of low-height,
iow-maintenance shnibs along fence

fines.

Softens the visual appearance of the
scheme due 1o concrete pavements,
wooden fences, bofards, and aigns.
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Appendix 3
Freestone Place / Summeriand Drive Access-way

Questionnaire for Householders
Responses received: 40

[ Please iick only 1 box to indicate the Option you prefer.

OPTION 1 ~ access-way permanently clesed to motor vehicies 9

OPTION 2 ~ access-way opened to motor vehicles after safety factors corrected 31

[2] in regard to Option 2 please stete any additional safety feature(s) you would like o be
considered for inclusion. Summary of responses:

1. Reduce speed (11 respondents - B suggested using speed humps, 1 said judder bars).

. Footpath (5 respondents - 2 suggested raising existing footpath, 1 suggested install on southern sids, 1
suggested posts separating footpath and access-way, and 1 said iow level barrier with “mind that chiid”
sign between footpath and new fence in Summeriand Drive}.

3. Bollards (4 respondents - 1 suggested extending the bollards to Summeriand Drive, 1 said make
2400mm apart to sncourage service vehicles to use main route),

4. Shrubs (3 respondents - 1 keep jow, 1 only slow growing shrubs, 1 no shrubs).

5. Option 2 {3 respondents improvements are enough, 1 said leave to professionals in this fieid, 1
suggested Road Safety coordinator to work with Summerland).

6. Signage and lights (5 respondents — varying suggestions, maximum speed sign, cal's eyes divider

along road, direction markers on road around island, “feet” signs on footpath for kids to follow, fights,

putting posters up on either side of footpath).

Speed camera - permanent (1 respondent).

Island on Freestane Place side — teave intact (1 respondent),

o~

[3] Please tick, only 1 box in each row, t0 best indicate how and how-ofien your household used
the access-way (before the temporary barriers were instailed).

Sometimes Often Frequently
{Up to 2 times {3 to 6 times (More than 6 times
2 week} a week) a week)

op1 op2 op1 Opz | oOpt Op2 opt | Opz
On Foot 2] 30 1 10 g 12 4 8
By Bicycle 3 10 3 4 g _ 1
By Car 3 29 3 5 8 i5
{41 ¥ your household did make use of the link, please tick, only 1 box in each row, to best

indicate the ages of the most frequenti users (before the temporary barriers were installed}.




t9]

Children
Chiidren with Adoiescents Adults Elderly
Adultis}
- Opt Opl Oof | Gp2 | Opt | Op2 | Opt | Op2 | Opf | Ov2 | Opt | ©Op2 |
On Foot 9 22 2 3 3 B ki 3 17 1 i
By Bicycle 3 13 1 4 2 5 | 3 1
70%% ! 2% 160% 86% 75% :
i ]

Please write below any other issues of coacemns that you would fike the Waitakere
Community Board to take into account. Summary of responses:

Option 1 replies:

Bad drivers: (3 respondents)

inexperienced drivers, i.e. teenagers and non-New Zealander’s periodically disregard pedestrian [
users by speeding and not being fully in controi of their cars.
Boy racers use it as part of their race track. There’s been a remarkable decrease since #t's been :
closed. !
During xmas period we were walking on the “footpath” an the access when a motor vehicie suddenly
appeared coming from Freestone Place to Summeriand, who was driving "io the left” of the white ;
line, half on the "so called” road and half on the footpath. He just avoided hitting us (then gave us
the finger as he drove off).

2. Other concems: (3 respondents)

« Why put risk by allowing motor vehicles going through if it takes less than 1 minute for them 12 use
the other way?

« The access does not ook anything iike a road te children ... they just think it’s a walkway or drive.
Nor do they know or understand to stop and look for traffic... | find this all quite frightening from a
parents perspective.

» Main concerns are safety of all persons using this one lane with increasing school roll at
Summeriand School in very near future. Another of our concemns is of the bridge between
Summertand Drive and Monroe Road is opened, with Summerland Drive having ROW. If traffic
volumes increase ... estimating increase of 1 car every 3 minutes, peak hours 20 per hour = 120...
Property vaiues would be in jeopardy — how would we be compensated?

Option 2 replies:
1. Prior knowledge of the access-way: (B respondents)

» The property was sold to us knowing the access was to be added. We consider this access a plug
for property value (resale).

« At the time our properties were purchased (inctuding the houses at either end of the access-way) it
was known that the access-way would be put in. This has encouraged parents to move into the area
with the fast access to the school.

« This road was on our plans when | bought here in 1999 and we have had no problems until this one
person who | understand only just bought, knew this access-way was there.

« TWO people residing in this dwelling who regulary used this access-way, which was part of our
consideration in buying the property in the first instance as was the tennis court, etc.

Property purchases had a choice to buy or not to buy after the access-way was opened.
| chose to live in a cuk-de-sac with link road access to a main road with the subsequent minar traffic
flow that gives extra access to my home and security by people passing through. | fike the extra
surveillance my home gets from passing traffic. i | live here and moved deliberately
to Freestone Piace was because of the easy access by foot & car {in wet weather) to Summerand
School. | moved so my grandchildren can be dropped at my home most school days and | walk
them to school.

2. Planned safety measures: (8 respondens)

Agree many of “option wo” improvements are needed.
Council's safety measures suggested appear to both look visually satisfying while providing




additional safety features.

The safety improvements recommended go weill beyond “reascnable” expeciations of anyone
honestly interested in safety. | look forward to seeing the Jink re-opened with the new safety
measures.

We believe that with the safeguards/improvements suggested that the link road will be safe - for all
ages — and that it wilt be of benefit to the cornmunity in remaining open as a vested link road.

The sketch of the “Option 2” open with safety improvements ook excelient and will greatly improve
the safety of pedestrians.

Option 2 addressed all the reasonable arguments put forward by residents.

Maybe some safety measures 10 be taken o avoid any untoward incidents.

| feel the cdlosure of the access-way to be unnecessary because there are measures that can be put
intc place to make it safe for ali our community to cortinue 1o use i

Concems regarding complainants: (8 respondents)

How can one person get a@ road closed, has he or she got connections as | am sure that it would not
have been done for me.

Always thought that majority rules, does not seem so in this case.

The interests of one individual are being put before those of the wider community. A number of the
arguments raised by Mr Lawford are exaggerated or even illegal. From these baseless arguments,
drastic and expensive actions have been taken such as rgad closure, signs, extra community
consultation. Had Mr Lawford been a "reasonable” man, then these safety measures would have
been impiemernted by now.

Police concems seem emotive and exaggerated.

Another resident complaining does not even live in the area.

The tink was thefe in the beginning, people complaining shifted in later

| find it incomprehensible that someone can buy into an existing home beside an existing road link
and then defiberately set about changing the status quo.

3 of the 4 persons opposed to the roadway purchased in the last 15 months with the drive (roadway)
already existing. The instigator of this, Mr Lawford purchased this property with the intention of
having this roadway closed, started his campaign immediately after signing the purchase agreement.
The owner of 20 Freestone, an absentee landion complained about the large vehicie parked in the
midale parking area, this Western Cabs vehicie is driven by Mr Lawford’s wife. 40 people signed
petition opposing the dosure.

Some issues not proven: (6 respondents)

It appears that some of the issues highlighted by those 4 houses effected by the access-way have
not been proven... No clashes with other motor vehicles or pedestrians.

There has been no mention of any injuries.

We have never been inconvenienced by any traffic using that area, and were most surprised to find
the new notices and fencing. There is an adequate footpath and children are often more responsibie
than their parents about road rules.

1 have used the link road on many occasions; | have never considered it unsafe if using it with care
and attention.

In the 3 years we have lived in Checkerberry Court we have never even met a car wanting fo come
through the acoess-way at the same time we were using it. This is in the more than & times a week
we drive through and the times we walk through in the course of a week.

I walk this link ofters with my baby and dog and this including week days and weekends, and before
and after school while | was not working for 12 months — not many pedestrians Use it (incl. my
schoo! kids).

Various other points raised: (6 resporklents)

Appreciation of the information provided and the opportunity to give input. Council staff were
congratulated on the recommendations and sketches.

Common sense should prevail, and good driving practices and adherence o road codes wouid help.
More concemed about proposed bridge linking us to Ranui, believes it will increase boy racer
problem.

If there are safety concermns why is there no pedestrian crossing at Summerland Primary Schoot and
on Hiltwel Drive for the Park and Reserve?... Why close this one instead of one of the many other
similar link ways in the area?

‘The link road is the guickest easiest way 0 access the Paloming Road shops.

The extra trees that have been planted between Checkerberry / Freestone walk from the end of Mr
Lawford's &' fence right down to the end of the grassed area, while aesthetically atiraciive, screens
pedestrian view to the roadway on its right — the very safety issue Mr L raises as his concem in the
first instance.
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... PLANTING PROGRAMME

FREESTONE PLACE LINK-ROAD, WESTERN HEIGHTS: CONSULTATION

917/2004
MOVED by C Shepherd, seconded D Haliett:

That the Freestone Place Link-Road, Western Heights: Consultation report be received.

CARRIED

918/2004
MOVED by Cr Hulse, seconded D Goodley:

That the Waitakere Community Board requests that the decision on Freestone Place be
deferred until the July meeting of the Board and that Council’'s Legal Advisor provide legal
advice on the following options proposed:

« QOption 1 - the Freestone Place Link-Road be permanently closed to motor vehicles; or
« QOption 2 - the Freestone Place Link-Road be opened to motor vehicles afier safety
factors are corrected.
and be on hand to answer guestions on the above options.
CARRIED

The Order of Business resumed at ltem; 9: Keep Waitakere Beautiful Trust 2004
Community Street Tree Planting Programme.

KEEP__ WAITAKERE BEAUTIFUL TRUST 2004 COMMUNITY STREET TREE

04 Community Street Tree Planting
Programme rep™ be received.

2. That Taremaro Place, Oraji ate and Legacy Drive be accepted for this years
Keep Waitakere Beautiful ¥eet Tree Planting Programme for the Waitakere
Ward, and that Cherry J#Ees beig preferred tree for the street planting in the
above street chos '

3. That all Wajeffere Community Board Mem

arrang

tiend the street iree planting as

CARRIED
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REPORTS PENDING
Subject Date Requested Report Due Reporting Officer

Changing Social June 2003 August 2004 . Poily O'Brien
And Recreational s

Needs Of Our | E—xt 8853&'?98000
Rural Communities

3 June 2003

Resolution No:
1064/2003 -.

RECOMMENDATION

That the Committee Secretary’s Report be received.

Report prepared by: Owena Schuster, Committee Secretary.

8 FREESTONE PLACE LINK-ROAD, WESTERN HEIGHTS: LEGAL ADVICE

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of this report is to provide advice to the Waitakere Community Board with
regard to legal aspects of the proposals for the link-road between Freestone Place and
Summerland Drive, Western Heights.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of 1 June 2004 the Waitakere Community Board considered a report on the
options to improve traffic and pedestrian safety on the Freestone Place link-road, and the
outcomes of community consultation on two options, as follows:

« Option 1 - access-way permanently closed to motor vehicles; and
»  Option 2 - access-way opened to motor vehicles after safety factors are corrected.

A verbal report was given on proposed legislative changes in relation to pedestrian malls
and the Board resoclved as follows:

“That the Waitakere Conununity Board requests that the decision on Freestone
Place be deferred until the July meeting of the Board and thar Council’s Legal
Advisor provide legal advice on the following options proposed:

¢  Option 1 - the Freestone Place Link-Road be permanently closed to motor
vehicles; or

*  Option 2 - the Freestone Place Link-Road be opened to motor vehicles after
safety factors ave corrected.

And be on hand 1o answer questions on the above oprions.”
$18/2004
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STRATEGIC CONTEXT

The Waitakere City Council’s ‘Active Democracy’ strategic platform for a sustainable city
affords the context for this report. The vision is that:

‘People are able and willing to engage in cily issues, and feel that they can make
a difference. There are high levels of community participation, and people respect
each other’s views.”

The Waitakere City Council's ‘integrated Transport and Communication’ platform
provides the strategic context for this report. The vision is for public transport and
communications systems that provide fast, effective services, and for city travel facilitated
by integrated, environmentally responsible, and innovative design, with a focus on
meeting the essential needs for all, for access, communication and safety.

ISSUES
There are a range of options availabie to determine the future of the link-road:

* Do nothing - This option has no support.

* Retain the link-road as road but undertake work to improve safety factors - This is
Option 2 above.

* Retain the link-road as road but declare it a pedestrian mall under Section 336 of the
Local Government Act 1974. This is one of the ways in which Option 1 above can he
achieved.

« Undertake stopping of the link-road and then execute an easement in gross {an
easement in favour of the Council which permits use by the public} for use of the
former link-road iand as a pedestrian and cycle access only. This is an ailternative
way to achieve Option 1 above but is an inherently more complicated option. The use
of the pedestrian mall provisions of Local Government Act 1974 to achieve Option 1 is
to be preferred.

When the Local Government Act 2002 was enacted the provisions of Part XX| of Local
Government Act 1974 relating to roads were left unaffected. Road stopping therefore
takes place in accordance with Section 342 and The Tenth Schedule of Local
Government Act 1874. | there is an objection, and the Council does not aliow the
objection, then the matter is referred tc the Environment Court for a decision on the
objections. if the Environment Court allows the objections no further attempt may be
made to stop the road for two years. The road stopping process can be profracted and
expensive.

There is similar potential in proposals to declare a pedestrian mall. Section 336 Local
Government Act 1874 is undergoing change as part of The Local Government Law
Reform {Nc 3) Bill which has just been reported back. Ailthough Section 336 is
re-enacted the net effect is unchanged. A decision to declare a pedestrian mall may be
appealed to the Environment Court, which can overturn, modify or confirm the decision.
in addition, the Bill reguires the use of the special consultative procedure, whereas the
law currently requires a ‘special order’ process. A pedestrian mali process therefore has
a similar time frame to road stopping and the same potential o become protracted and
expensive in the case of an appeal.
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A further temporary complication is not knowing when the Bill might become law. The Bill
as reported back now contains a transitional provision (Clause 51A) as & result of a
submission by this Council, but the drafting is a liitle obscure and there is still residual risk
if the process was to start now as a special order. It is recommend, if the pedestrian mall
option is to be pursued, that it be undertaken using the special consultative procedure
from the outset.

Option 1, as set out in the 1 June 2004 report, wouid require a pedestrian mall 10 be
established and under Section 336 Local Government Act 1874, if the Waitakere
Community Board adopts this option this may lead to an Environment Court appeal, with
significant cost and time delays.

Nevertheless, the Board could recommend to Council that the Freestone Place link-road
be turned into a pedestrian mall. if Council adopts this recommendation then the
robustness of this decision can be fully tested through use of the special consuliative
procedure and/or the appeal process

In conclusion, it is appropriate to observe that the link-road remains legal road and it
cannot remain temporarily closed indefinitely, There needs to be a resolution, one way or
the other.

RESOURCES

There are no resource implications at this stage, but funding has not been aliocated for
either the cost of a special consultative procedure or an appeal to the Environment Court.

CONCLUSION

Reports have already been submitted to the Waitakere Community Board outlining the
options to ensure pedestrian and traffic safety. This report sets out the legal framework
for the resolution of this issue.

It remains for the Waitakere Community Board to make a recommendation taking into
account the information it has requested and received, and the safety implications for
pedesirians and traffic.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the Freestone Place Link-Road, Western Heights: Legal Advice report be
received.

2. That, after taking into account safety implications for pedestrians and traffic, iegal

advice, and community views, the Waitakere Community Board give consideration
and recommend to Council one of the foliowing:

« Option 1 - the Freestone Place Link-Road be permanently closed to motor
vehicles: or

»  Option 2 - the Freestone Place Link-Road be opened to motor vehicles after
safety factors are corrected.

Report prepared by: Denis Sheard, Legal Services Manager.
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h, 7.40pm Jackie Breckon
Resident

* Requested that an ailternative footpath be constructed
entrance through to the bottom of Tasman View Road, Bg

elts Beach.

1213/2004
MOVED by Cr Ya¥s, seconded D Goodley:

That the Pubiic Foru sentations be received.

CARRIED

6 CHAIRPERSONS REPORT

1214/2004
MOVED by C Shepherd, seconded D Hg

3

That the Chairperson’s Report for Jeffy 2004 be P eived.

CARRIED

7 COMMITTEE SECRH RY’S REPORT

1215/2004

MOVED by ates, seconded Cr Stone:

Thatth ommittee Secretary’s Report for July 2004 be received.

CARRIED
8 FREESTONE PLACE LINK ROAD, WESTERN HEIGHTS: LEGAL ADVICE
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
7.51 pm D Hallett declared an interest and withdrew from the table taking no part in

the debate or decision on item 8: Freestone Place Link Road, Westemn
Heights: Legal Advice.

1216/2004

MOVED by R Tayior, seconded D Goodiey:

1. That the Freestone Place Link Road, Western Heights: Legal Advice report be
received.

2. That, after taking into account safety implications for pedestrians and traffic, legal

advice, and community views, the Waitakere Community Board recommends to
Council that the Freestone Place Link Road he opened io motor vehicies after
safety factors are corrected for a trial period of 9 months from the date of re
opening.

CARRIED

7.58 pm D Haliett returned to the table.




Agenda - ﬁ

Waitakere Community Board 22 2 August 2005  Waitskere Ciry Council

o Taign o $allukeore

he Terms of Reference for the Onsite Wastewater Systems Liaison Group is agdbliows:

« Objective - to assist Council in deveioping a Citywide work program
onskg wastewater system issues;

+ Time ame - the Onsite Wastewater Systems Liaison Grou
Council BW28 February 2006 to enable Councit to consider a
the 2006/20%g Long Term Council Community Plan;

» Composition Qne representative each from the City Dg¥elopment Committee, the
Waitakere Comm¥ity Board, the Massey Community Zoard, iwi and all outer area
Residents and Ratepgyers Associations.

report back fo
ecommendations in

RESOURCES

Resources have been provided in N

CONCLUSION

Council needs t¢c address their publié
onsite wastewater systems.

The establishment of an O

1. That {e Onsite Wastewater System Liaison Group report be receNg

2. r the Waitakere Community Board nominates a representative

_ e Onsite
Nastewater Systems Liaison Group.

Repfit prepared by: Tony Miguel, Group Manager: Asset Management.

& & &

11 FREESTONE PLACE LINK ROAD, WESTERN HEIGHTS - SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of this report is to provide the Waitakere Community Board with information
about the effectiveness of the safety improvements installed in the link road between
Freestone Place and Summerland Drive, Western Heights in July 2004.

BACKGROUND

in December 2003 a resident of Freestone Place approached Council with concerns
about the link road between Freestone Place and Summeriand Drive. The resident
requested that the link road be closed. Council officers investigated this link and after
extensive consuitation with the local community a report was put o the Waitakere
Community Board meeting on 6 July 2004. The report provided two possible courses of
action for the Board to approve, either closing the fink or making safety improvements to
the {ink and leaving it open. After considering the report the Board made the following
resolution:
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“2. That, after taking into account safety implications for pedestrians and

iraffic, legal advice, and community views, the Waitakere Community

Board recommends to Council that the Freestone Place Link Road be

opened to motor vehicles after safety factors are corrected for a trial
pertod of 9 months from the date of re-opening.”

121612004

The safety improvements described in the 8 July 2004 report were impiemented and this
report seeks to provide the Board with information of their effectiveness.

STRATEGIC CONTEXT

The Waitakere City Council's ‘integrated Transport and Communication’ platform
provides the strategic context for this report. The vision is for public transport and
communications systems that provide fast, effective services, and for city travel facilitated
by integrated, environmentally responsible, and innovative design, with a focus on
meeting the essential needs of all, for access, communication, and safety.

Under the Local Government Act, Council has a responsibility to provide for the well
being of its community in terms of social, cultural, economic and environmental
outcomes. In this context, ensuring public safety is of paramount importance.

ISSUES

A survey of vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the link road has been carried out and the
results compared with a survey carried out before the safety measures were
implemented. Both the before and after surveys included 9 hours of observation and
were carried out over the course of a week. Similar survey hours were chosen so that
results are comparable.

Traffic Volumes

The number of vehicles passing through the link reduced 11% from 65 to 58 for the
surveyed nine (8} hour period.

The number of pedestrians passing through the fink and across each end of the link
increased 19% from 95 to 113 for the surveyed nine (9) hour period.

The proportion of children in the pedestrian mix increased from 56% 1o 73%. This
suggests an increase in parent’s confidence following the safety works.

The proportion of pedestrian groups using the link footpath, as distinct from the
carriageway, increased from 64% to 83%. Statistical analysis finds with 81% certainty
that this improvement is due to the safety works rather than chance.

Traffic Speeds

The proportion of vehicles reaching a speed greater than 30km/h on the link reduced from
14% 1o 0%. Statistical analysis finds with 99% certainty that this improvement is due to
the safety works {bollards) rather than chance.

The average of the speeds reached by all vehicles reduced 15% from 21.8 to 18.5 km/h.
Statistical analysis finds with 87% certainty that this improvement is due to the safety
works (pollards} rather than chance.
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Unexpected Emergence of Children

No person was seen to run from a hidden iocation onto the link carriageway. The safety
works include boundary fences each side of the link over its full length,

Traffic Island Improvements

One vehicie was observed in each survey travelling right round the traffic isiand
eastwards of the link. A standard singie-arrow KEEP LEFT sign should repiace the small
double-arrow KEEP LEFT sign on the eastern end of the island.

RESOURCES

The proposed new ‘Keep Left’ arrow sign can be implemented under the 2005/2006
Annual Plan road signs maintenance budget.

CONCLUSION

The bollards, signs, markings, tactile pavers, pianting and fencing have together resulted
in a significant improvement in driver and pedestrian behaviour. The boundary fences,
footpath demarcations, and lower {raffic speeds have practically eliminated the possibiiity
of a collision between a vehicle and pedestrian.

A larger, singte-arrow, KEEP LEFT sign shoulid be installed on the east end of the traffic
island eastwards of the link.

Safety works for the link road between Freestone Place and Summeriand Drive have
been effective in addressing the issues identified early in 2004. The high standard of
safety and amenity envisaged has been achieved.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the Freestone Place Link Road - Safety Improvements report be received.

2. That the Waitakere Community Board recommends to Councii that the Freestone
Place Link Road remain open to motor vehicles with the safety works to remain in
place.

Report prepared by: Paul Schischka, Transport Engineer,

WAITAKERE

ROAD, WAITAKERE - SAFETY ISSUES

PURPOSE OF REPORR_

The purpose of this report is to the Waitakere Com Board with information

on the speed issues and other road iss

BACKGROUND

During the Public Forum of the.@"N .
three residents of Wai & Road addressed the Board regarding r

fety issues in
Waitakere Roag. :
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5 pm Dennis Dean

PUBLIC FORUM

{Resident)

« Concerned about the traffic flow and speed through th
Freestone Place Link Road, Western Heights.

7.11 pm 1 dhael Ward
(ResMent)

Road, Western Heights
Hoard did not include a new

»  Made dgmment that the Freestone Piace Lip
report beMg considered by the Communi
bus stop andits effects on the Link Roagk

7.14 pm Neil Alport
(Oratia Ratepayers A pciation}
*  Would like a progres CPOM the chiidren crossing point large signs
in Glengarry Road; Ora
« Informed the Board gffthe Wk of parking and unsealed area of road
i i Road, Oratia.

7.20 pm Derek Lawford
(Resident)

* Requeghs that the Link Road the end of Freestone
Plag#/Summeriand Drive, be closed.

PRECEDENCE ."’ BUSINESS

1473/2005
MOVED Cr Booth, seconded KJP Witten-Hannah:

11. Freestone Place Link Road, Western Heights - Safety Improv ents be
ag orded precedence at this time.

CARR %D

FREESTONE PLACE LINK ROAD, WESTERN HEIGHTS - SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

1474/2005
MOVED by CA Shepherd, seconded Cr Booth:

1. That the Freestone Place Link Road, Western Heights - Safety Improvements
report be received.

2. That an updated report be hought back to the November 2005 meeting of the
Community Board regarding the Freestone Place Link Road incorporating the
previous agenda reports.

3. That an invitation be forwarded to Community Board Members and residents of
the Freestone Piace area inviting them 1o a site visit at Freestone Place and that
the invite aiso be sent to residents of the properties originally surveyed as well as
a questionnaire drop.

CARRIED




