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 W A I T A K E R E    C I T Y    C O U N C I L

AGENDA FOR AN ORDINARY MEETING OF THE WAITAKERE COMMUNITY BOARD TO BE 
HELD IN THE CIVIC CENTRE, 6 WAIPAREIRA AVENUE, LINCOLN, WAITAKERE CITY, 

ON TUESDAY, 1 OCTOBER 2002, COMMENCING AT 7.00 PM. 

1 APOLOGIES

2 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Ordinary - 3 September 2002 

RECOMMENDATION

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Waitakere Community Board held on 
Tuesday, 3 September 2002, as circulated, be taken as read and now be confirmed. 

3 URGENT BUSINESS

Section 46A(7) and (7A) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 
1987 provides that where an item of business is not on the agenda, it may only be dealt 
with at the meeting if: 

(i) the item is a minor matter; and 

(ii) the Chairperson has explained at the beginning of the meeting (when open to the 
public) that the item will be raised for discussion, why the item is not on the 
agenda, and why it cannot be delayed until a subsequent meeting; and 

(iii) the Board resolves to deal with the item. 

No resolution, decision, or recommendation may be made in respect of the item except to 
refer the item to a subsequent meeting for further discussion. 

NOTE: Urgent Business need not be dealt with now and may be delayed until later in 
the meeting. 



Agenda - 
Waitakere Community Board 2 1 October 2002 

4 PUBLIC FORUM

For guidance of Community Board Members, the Council’s Standing Orders have the 
following provisions in regard to Public Forum. 

(i) Members of the public wishing to address the Board in Public Forum shall furnish 
their names to the Chairperson at the beginning of the meeting; and 

(ii) the Chairperson shall determine the order of speakers, and allow five minutes for 
speaking time. 

(iii) Questions by members are to be confined to obtaining information or clarification 
on matters raised by the speaker. 

Section 46A(7A) of the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 
provides that no resolution, decision, or recommendation may be made in respect of any 
specific item of business not on the agenda except to refer the items to a subsequent 
meeting for further discussion.  Therefore, no decision may be made on matters raised in 
Public Forum.  However, written reports on matters raised may be requested from the 
Chief Executive. 

5 CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

First I wish to offer my very sincere condolences to Betty who lost her son John recently.  
It is a sad time at anytime to lose a member of your family and especially so when it is 
one of your children.  

AUCKLAND REGIONAL COMMUNITY BOARD ASSOCIATION AGM – 31 AUGUST 
2002

I find these meetings increasingly interesting and beneficial.  The guest speaker at the 
meeting was Yvonne Palmer (Chairman of the NZ Community Board’s Executive 
Committee).  Those of us who attended the meeting all agree it would be a unique 
opportunity if it could be arranged for Yvonne to come and speak to all the Waitakere City 
Community Board members.  Yvonne had so much to offer in the short time we attended 
the meeting, a workshop taken by her would be extremely productive. 

Yvonne largely devoted the meeting to a report on the progress of the national executive 
committee’s activities and of the several pieces of legislation dealing with local 
government.  The major advance was the acceptance of community boards into Local 
Government New Zealand as equal members.  Local Government New Zealand had also 
picked up well on community board submissions to the Higher Salaries Commission. 

The Higher Salaries Commission had admitted that it had been misinformed on 
community boards in the briefing from its advising consultants.  For instance, it had 
thought that only about 100 boards existed, in fact, there are now 149. 

However, many people still did not know what community boards were or what their 
purpose was, Yvonne said she believed it was time for community boards to publicise 
themselves more positively. 

On the good news side, the Local Government Commission had become a good friend of 
community boards.  Kerry Marshall, in particular, was right behind the boards. 
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The executive has established a web page (www.lgnz.co.nz/membership/community 
boards) to help in pulling boards together through a common contact and communication 
point. 

The 2003 national conference in New Plymouth, which will now be held from 12 to 15 
June 2003, will also see the inauguration of annual awards for specific community board 
projects and achievements during the year.  Entries close in March 2003.  Waitakere City 
Community Boards will be submitting a combined entry into the ‘Innovative Consultation’ 
category. 

A1 - A4  I have attached a copy of the Auckland Regional Community Board’s Chairperson’s (Mike 
Cohen) report at pages A1 to A4 for your information.  It makes very interesting reading. 

MAORI YOUTH CELEBRATE! 

Councillors and Community Board Members and their whanau were invited to a special 
dinner hosted by the Te Roopu Puawai o Waitakere (who until recently were known as Te 
Roopu Rangatahi o Waitakere), this was indeed an honour and a great pleasure.  The 
dinner was to celebrate national “Youth Week” and to celebrate the relationship between 
the Maori youth, Councillors and Community Board members.  These young adults had 
decorated the Council Chambers with fairy lights, background music played as guests 
were welcomed as they arrived, offered refreshments and shown to their seats.  Tyrone 
Raumati (Chairperson) commenced with a Karakia, followed by a Mihimihi and then the 
other members of Te Roopu Puawai, led very ably by Scott Williams, gave a joint 
presentation and exchanged taonga with the Councilors and Community Board members.  
This was particularly special to me as this was the first time I had ever received a taonga 
and I was told later the Te Roopu Puawai had no budget for the purchase of these and 
the kids fundraised the money themselves to pay for them.  Every single one that was 
given was different.  Well done guys and Thank You for a very special memory. 

I have discovered being a local politician isn’t always easy.  Making decisions isn’t about 
taking the soft option because it seems the easiest and least upsetting at the time.  In the 
past I have witnessed the wrong decision being made because a small group of people 
(ultimately in the minority) spoke very loud and swung a decision at the last minute.  

I personally have a problem with, and will not buy into the “squeaky wheel syndrome”.  

Bethells Beach resident Sue Osborne has discovered a new initiative for targeting people 
you want to attend a public meeting ………. offer them iceblocks.  And it works!  

At a public meeting recently to discuss looking at what leisure facilities the kids wanted 
the kids outnumbered the adults 2/1.  The adults present were very focused on what the 
kids were saying they wanted and have formed a working group to follow through on the 
suggestions.  Top priorities were a cycle track, basketball hoop and a soccer goal (didn’t 
quite ascertain whether a whole field was to come with this last suggestion though). 

This month has been a bit of a cultural induction for me.  A fiesta of colour, music and 
dancing, along with a wealth of art and craft at the Corban Art Centre best describes the 
official opening, and the first night of the Literary Fest at the Titirangi Community Centre 
where Max Cryer interviewed the Topp Twins was very entertaining and humourous. 
Waitakere City has such an abundance of talent in so many fields. 
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The highlight of the month though was reaching the ‘half century’ milestone.  I 
experienced the most wonderful surprise when my daughter presented a ‘this is your life’ 
and reintroduced me to friends from my early childhood and high school days, two of 
whom I hadn’t seen for some 30 years.  It was a fantastic birthday, one I will remember 
for the next 50, but I must say one or two of the photos my children had chosen to display 
should have been censored. 

RECOMMENDATION

That the Chairperson’s Report be received. 

Christine Shepherd, JP 
CHAIRPERSON

6 COMMITTEE SECRETARY’S REPORT

ISSUE COMMENT REPORTING 
COUNCIL 
OFFICER 

Community Board 
Discretionary Park 
Development 

As outlined in an earlier memo to Community 
Board members, Parks have written to the 
various residents and ratepayer organisations 
in each of the Wards requesting suggestions 
for works to be undertaken in parks and 
reserves within their areas in accordance with 
the protocol.  Suggestions are also requested 
from the Community Board by Friday, 
11 October to be included in the deliberations. 

A report will be forwarded to the Community 
Board in November to outline the suggestions 
brought forward by the groups and other 
projects identified by Community Board 
members and other submissions 

The report will provide guidance on works that 
can be undertaken within the budgets. 

Katharine Slack

� 836 8000
 ext:  8779 

A5 - A6 

North Candia 
Road Link 

Tony Clark from the Swanson Residents and 
Ratepayers Association spoke at the August 
meeting of the Board about the proposed 
traffic flow changes to O’Neil’s Road, Swanson 
Road, Candia Road, North Candia Road and 
Pooks Road.  Mr Clark suggested that the 
traffic movement needs to be reviewed from a 
citywide strategic viewpoint.  He questioned 
the appropriateness of the proposed road 
marking at the Swanson, North Candia Road 
intersection and the use of humps as a traffic 
calming device through Pooks Road. 

Attached at pages A5 to A6 is a reply from 
Council officer Edwin Dearham to Mr Tony 
Clark for the Board’s information. 

Edwin Dearham

� 836 8000
 ext:  8779 
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ISSUE COMMENT REPORTING 
COUNCIL 
OFFICER 

 Laingholm Park Work on the Laingholm Park Sportsfield 
Development project is continuing. 

The Auckland Regional Council Resource 
Consent has now been issued.  However, 
Waitakere City Council are objecting to several 
of the consent conditions.  It is anticipated that 
work on the sportsfield and associated 
developments will commence in November 
2002 as planned. 

Peter Sewell

� 836 8000
 ext:  8759 

West Coast Road 
Repairs 

The condition of the road pavement on West 
Coast Road and its deterioration is due to the 
treatment selected (chip seal) at the time of 
resealing.  This was carried out during the last 
phase of the resealing programme in 1999/2000.  
The affected sections of West Coast Road (the 
two bends) are surrounded by trees, long 
periods of shade are being experienced which 
leaves moisture on the road for longer hours.   

David Payne from Consultancy Services will visit 
the site on Friday, 20 September 2002 with the 
foreman from the contractor to finalise the extent 
of the repair work with a view to completing the 
work before mid October 2002. 

Ara Ovanessoff

� 836 8000
 ext 8794 

The Waitakere 
Ranges - Our 
Green Network 
Taonga 
Green Network - 
Coastal 
Management 
Issues 
Plant and Animal 
Invaders in the 
Green Network 

The Environmental Management Committee at 
its meeting held on Tuesday, 10 September 
2002 considered the following reports: 

�� The Waitakere Ranges - Our Green 
Network Taonga 

�� Green Network - Coastal Management 
Issues 

�� Plant and Animal Invaders in the Green 
Network 

The Committee resolved that the agenda 
reports and associated minutes be referred to 
the Community Boards for their information.  
The reports have been circulated under 
separate cover to Board Members. 

Sharon Simiona

� 836 8000
 Ext  8820 

Depeche Cycling 
Promotions 
Proposed Cycle 
Race 

Council will be asked to confirm the changed 
delegation to Projects Special Committee on 
Wednesday, 25 September 2002. 

The revised application by Depeche Cycling 
Promotions’ is proposed to go to the Projects 
Special Committee meeting scheduled for 
November 2002. 

Adam Moller

� 836 8000

 ext 8750

Palomino Drive 
Pedestrian 
Crossing Point 

Palomino Drive pedestrian crossing point is to be 
considered for improvement in the 2002/2003 
year under Miscellaneous Safety projects. 

Reg Cuthers

� 836 8000
 ext 8740 
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ISSUE COMMENT REPORTING 
COUNCIL 
OFFICER 

 Piha/Karekare and 
Huia/Cornwallis 
Local Water Plan 

A meeting was held with the Steering Group, 
comprising Elected Members, to discuss the 
draft Terms of Reference for this project. 

The draft Terms of Reference will be considered 
by the Elected Members with the objective of 
finalising them by 30 September 2002.  The 
steering group members are seeking input from 
Residents and Ratepayers Associations on the 
draft Terms of Reference. 

Once finalised, the draft Terms of Reference will 
be reported back to the Environmental 
Management Committee and the Waitakere 
Community Board. 

Tony Miguel

� 836 8000
 ext 8294 

Project Twin 
Streams - 
Community Board 
Participation 

The first meeting of the Project Twin Streams 
Liaison Group will take place on 
24 September 2002 when the overall scope of 
the project will be discussed.  The next steps 
in the implementation of this project will 
include the following: 
�� Mail out of a newsletter to all the residents 

in the catchment (approximately 12,000 
households) 

�� Contact with iwi, environmental and 
community groups to gain support for a 
funding application to Infrastructure 
Auckland 

�� Consultation with directly affected 
property owners starting from October 
2002 to June 2003.  The consultation 
programme will be prioritised to ensure 
that there is sufficient time to address all 
property owner issues. 

�� A question and answer fact sheet will be 
prepared and distributed to elected 
members to ensure consistent 
communication. 

�� Funding application to Infrastructure 
Auckland in November 2002.

Tony Miguel
� 836 8000
 ext 8294 
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REPORTS PENDING 

Subject Date Requested Report Due Reporting 
Officer 

Parrs Park 
Caretaker Cottage  

March 2001 3 December 2002 Renee Lambert

� 836 8000
 ext:  8118 

Parrs Park Scout 
Hall 

March 2001 3 December 2002 Renee Lambert

� 836 8000

 ext:  8118 
Waterhole 
Development at 
Parrs Park 

March 2001 3 December 2002 Renee Lambert

� 836 8000

 ext:  8118 
Parking Restriction - 
Beach Valley Road, 
Piha

May 2002 5 November 2002 Adam Moller

� 836 8000

 ext 8750 
Footpath 
maintenance site 
selection criteria

July 2002 5 November 2002 Upali Ileperuma

� 836 8000
 ext:  8716 

Lease to 
Laingholm Fishing 
Club 

July 2002 3 December 2002 Alastair Douglas

� 836 8000
 ext:  8345 

BOARD REQUESTS 

Subject Date Requested Report Due Reporting 
Officer 

Weed 
Control/Gorse 
Control at the 
corner of Township 
and Bethells Road 

April 2002 3 September 2002 Chris Ferkins

� 836 8000
 ext 8508 

RECOMMENDATION

That the information be received. 

Report prepared by:  Owena Schuster, Committee Secretary. 
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7 WEKATAHI / MARAWHARA STREAM REALIGNMENT

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the Waitakere Community Board to 
carry out works to realign the Wekatahi / Marawhara streams to prevent erosion of Marine 
Parade North at Piha.  

BACKGROUND 

Historically the Marawhara and Wekatahi streams had separate outfalls onto Piha Beach 
but sometime during the 1940’s or 50’s the Marawhara  stream was re-aligned by a local 
resident and now flows south to combine with the Wekatahi stream.  The sand dunes 
alongside Marine Parade North are currently being eroded by the combined streams and, 
if left untouched, the road will be affected by erosion over the next few years.  In the past 
hard structures in the form of groynes have been used to try and stop erosion but these 
control measures have been unsuccessful. 

The erosion issue was highlighted in the Piha Reserve Management Plan, adopted by the 
Waitakere Community Board in September 1999 and a solution was identified in the Piha 
Coastal Management Plan, adopted by the Community Board in June 2000. 

The option identified in the Piha Coastal Management Plan for dealing with the erosion 
caused by the Wekatahi / Marawhara stream is a ‘soft engineering’ approach involving 
excavating sand to realign the stream away from Marine Parade North.  The sand 
removed from this process will be used to build up the dune on the southern side of the 
stream and the rebuilt dune will be then be revegetated. 

STRATEGIC CONTEXT 

The option identified in the Piha Coastal Management Plan, which avoids the need for 
structures on Piha Beach, is consistent with the objectives of the New Zealand Coastal 
Policy and Regional Policy Statement and is therefore supported by the main consenting 
authority, being the Auckland Regional Council. 

The proposed works are in accordance with Objective 6 of the Piha Reserves 
Management Plan which states: 

Natural physical processes such as wind blown sand movement, dune formation and 
erosion, stream movement and erosion, swamp and lake formation and infill, will not be 
interfered with unless they threaten roads or where the Council is required to fulfil 
statutory obligations. 

ISSUES 

Proposed Works 

A7  The proposed realignment, which is based on the realignment option identified in the Piha 
Coastal Management Plan, is shown on the plan attached at page A7  The proposed 
works involve the excavation of 18,000 cubic metres of sand to create a new outlet point, 
approximately 150m north of the existing confluence point.  The excavated sand will then 
be redistributed in the existing channel to rehabilitate the dune system and protect the 
road from erosion.  The rehabilitated dune will be planted with native species, such as 
spinifex and pingao, upon completion of the works. 

Motor scrapers will be used to carry out the excavation of the sand and, assuming that 
the resource consent process is completed in the expected timeframes, this work will be 
carried out in Autumn 2003.  Machinery access to the beach during the works will be via 
paths from Les Waygood Park with appropriate remediation of any disturbance to dunes 
and vegetation at the completion of the works. 
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It is anticipated that semi-regular maintenance of the excavated channel will be required 
to maintain the position away from the toe of the dunes.  Monitoring of the works site will 
be carried out on a regular basis to determine the required frequency of the maintenance 
works. 

Public Consultation 
Significant public consultation was carried out during the Piha Management Plan 
processes and the erosion issue was also specifically discussed at a public meeting in 
June 2002.  There is support within the community for realignment works to be carried out 
on the stream.  Despite this support, the consenting authorities have indicated that any 
resource consent application will be publicly notified. 

An update to the community will be provided through a mail out to the Residents and 
Ratepayers Association. 

RESOURCES 

Funding of $160,000 is included in the 2002/2003 Annual Plan to carry out the Wekatahi/ 
Marawhara Stream Realignment project. 

CONCLUSION 

The most appropriate way of preventing future erosion of Marine Parade North is to 
realign the combined Wekatahi / Marawhara Stream away from the road.  The sand 
removed from this process will be used to build up the dune on the southern side of the 
stream and the rebuilt sand will be then be revegetated.  Subject to the approval of the 
resource consent application within the expected timeframes the work will be carried out 
during Autumn 2003. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the information be received. 

2. That the Waitakere Community Board provide approval to realign the Wekatahi / 
Marawhara Stream to prevent erosion of Marine Parade North at Piha, subject to 
the necessary consent approvals being given. 

Report prepared by:  Peter Sewell, Parks Asset and Contracts Engineer. 

8 WAITAKERE RIVER REALIGNMENT

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the Waitakere Community Board to 
carry out works to realign the Waitakere River to prevent erosion of the vehicle access 
way at the rear of the Bethell’s Surf Club. 

BACKGROUND 

Historically the Waitakere River has taken a wide range of courses and the issue of 
erosion along the river has been ongoing for several years.  In recent years the River has 
been gradually moving southwards and eroding the sand dunes in the vicinity of the four 
wheel drive access way at the rear of the Surf Club, which provides access to the beach 
for emergency and surf club vehicles, and to the baches in O’Neills Bay.  If left untouched 
the access way will be affected by erosion in the next few years.  In the past hard 
structures in the form of gabion baskets have been installed to try and stop erosion but 
these measures have only been partly successful. 
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A report on the erosion issue was produced on behalf of WCC in June 2000 and 
community consultation was carried out in September 2000 to discuss the report.  A 
report was subsequently presented to the Waitakere Community Board in November 
2000, which outlined a process for dealing with the problem.   

STRATEGIC CONTEXT 

The Te Henga Park Reserve Management Plan, which was adopted by the Community 
Board in June 2002, undertook to liase with the local community, the Auckland Regional 
Council and the Department of Conservation over appropriate soft engineering options to 
reduce the erosion along the edges of the Waitakere River. 

A soft engineering approach, which avoids the need for hard structures in the river, is 
consistent with the objectives of the New Zealand Coastal Policy and Regional Policy 
Statement and is therefore supported by the main consenting authority, being the 
Auckland Regional Council. 

ISSUES 

Various options for dealing with the erosion issue on the Waitakere River have been 
considered and these can be summarised as follows: 

1. Major river re-route; 

2. Hard engineering – Installation of hard structures such as gabion baskets, rocks; 

3. Soft engineering – Realignment of river by excavating sand. 

The issues associated with each approach are discussed below. 

Major River Re-route 

The option to re-route the Waitakere River to an historic northerly route is considered 
unfeasible as the wetland through which the River would be re-routed is of environmental 
significance and the land owners of the area, the Department of Conservation, would be 
opposed to such a re-route. 

Hard Engineering 

This option involves the construction of hard structures, such as gabion baskets or rock 
structures in the vicinity of the access way to prevent erosion.  The advantages and 
disadvantages of this approach are presented in the following table: 

Advantages Disadvantages 

�� Relatively permanent solution 

�� No ongoing commitment to 
‘maintain’ channel 

�� Alters character of Waitakere river 

�� Notified consent required 

�� Auckland Regional Council opposed to 
option 

�� High capital cost 

�� Long timeframes to implement works 

�� Possible impact on other areas of 
stream 

�� Not a guaranteed solution 
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Soft Engineering 

This option involves the ongoing management of the Waitakere River channel by 
excavating sand to realign the channel away from the vehicle access way.  The 
excavated sand can then be redistributed in the existing channel to rehabilitate the dune 
system and protect the access way from erosion.  The approach is not a permanent 
solution as it is expected that the buffer of sand will be eroded as the river gradually 
reverts to its previous course meaning that the channel will have to re-excavated on a 
semi regular basis.  At this stage the frequency of the re-excavation works is estimated at 
2 or 3 times per year but this depends on flood events, sand movements etc.  In the event 
that the channel has to be re-excavated on a more frequent basis then the soft 
engineering approach may have to be reconsidered as the long term cost could become 
prohibitive.  The advantages and disadvantages of this approach are presented in the 
following table: 

Advantages Disadvantages 

�� Maintains character of 
Waitakere River 

�� Low capital cost 

�� Non-notified consent required 

�� Auckland Regional Council 
support option 

�� Consistent with Te Henga 
Management Plan 

�� Short timeframe to implement 
works 

�� Ongoing commitment to ‘maintain’ 
channel 

�� Higher overall cost if river has to be re-
excavated more often than expected 

�� Not a guaranteed solution 

Cost Comparison 

A cost comparison table is included below: 

 Soft Engineering Hard Engineering 

Design & Consents $5,000 $15,000 

Implementation $5,000 $35,000 

Total initial cost $10,000 $50,000 

Ongoing cost (per annum) $4,000 – $6,000 $2,500 

The above information can be used to generate a 20 Year Net Present Value to allow 
direct comparison of the costs: 

20 Year NPV Soft Engineering Hard Engineering 

 $72,842.79 $81,421.40 

Notes 

1. The average ongoing costs have been used for soft engineering, i.e. $5,000 per 
annum. 

2. The ongoing cost for hard engineering is based on a steady depreciation over 20 
year life 
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Public Consultation 

Significant public consultation was carried out through the Te Henga Park Management 
Plan process and a public meeting specifically to discuss erosion issue was held on 
Thursday, 5 September 2002.  At the meeting the various options for dealing with the 
erosion issue were reviewed and discussed.  Only seven members of the public attended 
this meeting although the invitation had been sent to all Bethell’s Beach residents and 
ratepayers. 

Whilst certain members of the community remain sceptical about the possible success of 
a soft engineering approach, nobody opposed the proposal.  There is agreement in the 
community that works need to be carried out as soon as possible to prevent erosion of 
the access way worsening and a soft engineering approach will ensure that works can be 
carried out to resolve the problem in a short timeframe.  

An update to the community has been provided through a letter to all Bethell’s Beach 
residents and ratepayers.  

RESOURCES 

Funding of $60,000 is included in the Annual Plan to carry out works associated with 
slips.  Part of this budget could be allocated to carry out the Waitakere River Realignment 
project. 

CONCLUSION 

There are two feasible options for dealing with the erosion issue on the Waitakere River.  
A ‘hard engineering’ solution could be implemented which would involve the use of 
gabion baskets or rock.  Alternatively, a ‘soft engineering’ option could be implemented 
which involves the ongoing management of the Waitakere River channel by excavating 
sand to realign the channel away from the vehicle access way. 

A ‘hard engineering’ approach involving gabion baskets or rock will alter the character of 
the Waitakere River and will require a publicly notified consent.  The Auckland Regional 
Council does not support the option and the timeframes to implement the works would be 
lengthy.  Funding would need to be included in the 2003/2004 Annual Plan for the 
construction work. 

A ‘soft engineering’ approach is consistent with the Te Henga Management Plan and is 
supported by the Auckland Regional Council and the community.  The timeframes to 
implement the works are short and works could be carried out before Christmas 2002.  
This is therefore the preferred option for dealing with the erosion on the Waitakere River. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the information be received. 

2. That the Waitakere Community Board provide approval to realign the Waitakere 
River to prevent erosion of the vehicle access way at the rear of the Bethell’s Surf 
Club, subject to the necessary consents being given. 

Report prepared by:  Peter Sewell, Parks Asset and Contracts Engineer. 
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9 PAREMUKA ESPLANADE WALKWAY EXTENSION AND RIPARIAN PLANTING

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to seek the Board’s approval for the concept plan for the 
extension of the walkway and riparian plantings on Paremuka Esplanade Reserve, 
Sturges Valley, Waitakere 

BACKGROUND 

A Landscape Development and Management Plan has been prepared for the Paremuka 
Stream describing the restoration of the stream and development of a 50 metre wide 
esplanade reserve along the stream.  The goal of the plan is to rehabilitate the Paremuka 
Stream corridor to foster a richer, more varied landscape in which residential activities 
and a healthy stream environment are both a part by: 

�� Being in harmony with the physical and conservation values of the site; 

�� Establishing a representative assemblage of native flora and fauna and indigenous 
communities; 

�� Providing passive recreation opportunities for local residents and visitors; 

�� Providing interpretation of the natural, cultural and recreational values of the stream 
environment; 

�� Establishing a viable long-term restoration process; 

�� Assisting in reconnecting the natural vegetation and environment of the Waitakere 
Ranges with the Waitemata Harbour; 

�� Creating a natural definition between future residential neighbourhoods; 

�� Improving water quality; 

�� Providing a visual amenity for the locality and the City. 

Included in the Landscape Development and Management Plan is a proposed walkway 
along the Paremuka Stream from Paremuka Lakeside Reserve, near the Pooks Road 
railway embankment to Xena Lake in the upper catchment.   

Sections of the walkway along the Paremuka Stream have been constructed by 
developers, as various subdivisions are developed, and by Waitakere City Council as 
esplanade reserve land is acquired through the subdivision process.  To date a walkway, 
boardwalk, jetty and viewing platforms have been created on Paremuka Lakeside 
Reserve and a small section of walkway and riparian planting undertaken between 
Parkcrest Drive and Gendo Avenue. 

STRATEGIC CONTEXT 

One of the objectives of the Parks Strategy is to increase the opportunities for people to 
enjoy nature on parks.  It identifies that extending walkways to provide greater access to 
natural areas in the urban area of the city is important and states that high priority should 
be given to developing public access to coasts and streams; in particular the Paremuka 
Stream.  It further states that walkways through native ecosystems should be developed 
so that they connect to a comprehensive walking network. 

The proposed concept plan for the extension of the walkway on the Paremuka Esplande 
Reserve and associated riparian plantings and interpretation addresses these 
requirements of the Parks Strategy and the Paremuka Stream Landscape Development 
and Management Plan. 

ISSUES 

It is proposed to extend the walkway and riparian plantings on Paremuka Esplanade 
Reserve between Gendo Avenue and Roy Maloney Drive.  
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A8  The proposed concept plan is attached at page A8. 

Park stakeholders and local residents within 400 metres of the park were invited to a 
public meeting held at Summerland Primary School on Wednesday, 4 September to 
discuss the proposal with around 500 invitations sent out.  There was unanimous support 
for the proposed concept plan from the twenty meeting attendees. 

Waitakere City Council has secured funding from Infrastructure Auckland for a five year 
programme to restore the Paremuka Stream to treat stormwater from neighbouring 
residential developments, improve stream water quality and native stream side habitats, 
by way of riparian plantings and associated development of walkways and interpretive 
signage. 

RESOURCES 

Waitakere City Council has secured $483,328 worth of funding from Infrastructure 
Auckland for a five year programme to restore the Paremuka Stream. 

A sum of $235,000 is available this year being $100,000 allocated for stream water 
improvements and $35,000 allocated for reserve improvements in the 2002/2003 Annual 
Plan, and $100,000 available from Infrastructure Auckland. 

CONCLUSION 

The existing walkway and riparian planting along the Paremuka Esplanade Reserve is to 
be extended in accordance with the landscape development plan in the Paremuka 
Stream Landscape Development and Management Plan.  Consultation has been 
undertaken with the public and park users and this concept plan is considered to meet 
their needs.   

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the information be received. 

2. That the concept plan for the development of the walkway and riparian planting on 
Paremuka Esplanade Reserve be approved, subject to the necessary consent 
approvals being given. 

Report prepared by:  Kathryn Howard, Parks Environmental Assets Coordinator. 

10 CORBAN RESERVE WALKWAY AND PLANTING

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to seek the Board’s approval for the concept plan for the 
Workers Memorial Garden and the concept plan for the creation of a walkway and 
associated planting on Corban Reserve, Henderson Valley, Waitakere. 

STRATEGIC CONTEXT 

One of the objectives of the Parks Strategy is to increase the opportunities for people to 
enjoy nature on parks.  It identifies that extending walkways to provide greater access to 
natural areas in the urban area of the city is important.  It further states that walkways 
through native ecosystems should be developed so that they connect to a comprehensive 
walking network. 
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Another of the objectives of the Parks Strategy is to improve the Safety of Parks.  The 
Workers Memorial Garden proposed for Corbans Reserve highlights safety issues by 
creating memorials to workers who have lost their lives through work place accidents. 

Under the Reserve Management Plan prepared for Corban Reserve and Hindmarsh 
Green, one of the policies is to encourage pedestrian access from adjacent areas 
throughout the park while not detrimentally affecting use of the park and personal safety.  
This can be achieved via the construction of an all-weather pedestrian access to and 
around the reserve made of exposed aggregate and allow for wheelchair access where 
possible.  The concept plan included in the Reserve Management Plan shows such a 
walkway. 

The proposed concept plan for the Workers Memorial Garden and the proposed walkway 
and plantings on Corban Reserve are in accordance with the Parks Strategy and the 
Corban Reserve and Hindmarsh Green Reserve Management Plan. 

BACKGROUND 

A Reserve Management Plan was prepared for Corban Reserve and Hindmarsh Green in 
1999 associated with a Landfill Aftercare Plan describing how the closed landfill and 
reserves were to be managed in the future.   

The first stage of the Landscape plan included in the Reserve Management Plan has 
been completed with the infilling of the unused and unsafe former BMX track. 

A detailed concept plan has been prepared for a Workers Memorial Garden on the 
reserve and implementation has begun with the installation of the memorial to Michael 
Aherne.

A footpath has also recently been created along Henderson Valley Road allowing access 
into the reserve. 

Funding has been allocated in the 2002/2003 Annual Plan for the construction of the 
walkway and plantings on Corban Reserve. 

ISSUES 

The Workers Memorial Garden at Corban Reserve 

The Workers Memorial Garden at Corban Reserve, was officially inaugurated by Mayor 
Bob Harvey at a ceremony held on Sunday 28 April 2002, and attended by Mark Goshe, 
local councillors, iwi, union representatives and Auckland workers.  The ceremony, held 
at Corban Reserve, was marked by a tree planting and the unveiling of a plaque in 
memory of Michael Aherne, who was killed in an accident while working in Corban Park in 
1995.  28 April was chosen by local unions, as the internationally observed date for 
Workers' Memorial Day. 

The Memorial Garden is a collaborative project between the CTU, the PSA, Waitakere 
City Council and the local community.  It is intended that the Garden will commemorate 
not only Michael Aherne, but other New Zealand workers who have died, been injured, or 
made ill due to dangerous working conditions.  Moreover, it is intended to raise 
awareness about safe workplaces and safe communities and to provide a gathering place 
for proposed future, annual gatherings. 

Following initial meetings with the Aherne family, Council staff and representatives of the 
PSA and CTU, a Concept Plan was drawn up and was presented at the opening 
ceremony in April.  This Concept Plan shows the proposed design of the Garden, and 
how it sits within the overall Concept plan for Corban Reserve.  The design is based on 
the healing power of nature and uses the theme of rehabilitation, both for the land, from 
its previous use as a land fill, and for people, following injury or death.  Over time, it is 
intended to develop as a project that greatly improves the currently bare site for year 
round use by the local community, with planting, paths, seats and memorial sculptures. 
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A9 - A13  Iwi representatives, the unions and the local community have been consulted over the 
Memorial Garden Concept Plan.  All submitters supported the original concept except for 
the Ngati Whatua who were opposed to the use of Maori Traditional healing Plants in the 
Healing Gardens for the reasons outlined in their submission.  Attached at pages A9 to 
A12 are the submissions on the Concept Plan.  The Concept Plan has been amended 
accordingly so that the Healing Garden now comprises native NZ plants with healing 
properties used by all races.  The Plant list is not definitive and may be added to and 
amended.  The concept plan is attached at page A13. 

Funding was not been allocated in the 2002/2003 Annual Plan for implementation of the 
Workers Memorial Garden.  It is proposed that the garden will develop over time as an 
ongoing partnership between the Council, unions and the community with some of the 
funding to develop the Garden to be raised by the unions. 

Walkway Implementation 

It is proposed to create the first stage of the walkway through Corban Reserve from the 
new footpath on Henderson Valley Road up the park to link with the existing pathway on 
Hindmarsh Green and the access way to Silverstone Place in accordance with the 
Corban Reserve and Hindmarsh Green Reserve Management Plan. 

Low growing shrubs, tolerant of wet conditions, are proposed to be planted in front of 
fences on the reserve boundaries with Imperial and Silverstone Place and appropriate 
specimen trees planted in front of the industrial properties off Corban Avenue.  

A14  The proposed concept plan including works to be implemented this year is attached at 
page A14. 

The proposed works are in accordance with the Corban Reserve Management Plan and 
the Workers Memorial Garden concept plan and will allow for the future development of 
the Workers Memorial over time by providing initial structural elements such as the 
walkway and specimen trees and shrubs. 

Park stakeholders and local residents within 400 metres of the park were invited to a 
public meeting held at Corban Reserve on Tuesday, 10 September to discuss the 
proposal with around 850 invitations sent out.   

There was support for the works proposed to be undertaken this financial year, with 
requests for further shrub planting around the Kiwi Trikers Social Clubhouse to 
discourage graffiti. 

As the public were invited to provide feedback on the proposal, any new issues raised 
after the writing of this report will be reported to the board on presentation of this report. 

RESOURCES 

A sum of $65,000 has been in the 2002/2003 Annual Plan for the creation of the first 
stage of the walkway and associated planting on Corban Reserve.   

Council funding has not been allocated for the implementation of the Workers Memorial 
Garden. 

CONCLUSION 

A walkway and plantings are to be created on Corban Reserve in accordance with the 
Corban Reserve Management Plan and the Workers Memorial Garden concept plan.  
Consultation has been undertaken with the public and park stakeholders and the 
proposed concept plans are considered to meet their needs.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the information be received. 

2. That the concept plan for the Workers Memorial Garden in Corban Reserve be 
approved. 

3. That the concept plan for the development and implementation of the walkway 
and plantings on Corban Reserve be approved. 

Report prepared by:  Kathryn Howard, Parks Environmental Assets Coordinator and 
Mandy McMullan, Reserve Management Planner. 

11 NORTH CANDIA ROAD LINK

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to seek resolution from the Waitakere Community Board as 
to whether the pedestrian crossing at O’Neills Road should be closed when the new 
North Candia Road link is completed.  

BACKGROUND 

A project is underway to extend North Candia Road under the existing bridge on the 
Western Rail Line to join Pooks Road at the Candia Road intersection.  Construction of 
the Candia Road / North Candia Road connection is planned to commence in November 
2002.  As a result of the project the existing O’Neills Road at-grade rail crossing will be 
closed to vehicular traffic once the work on North Candia Road is complete.  Construction 
of the Candia Road / North Candia Road connection is planned to commence in 
November 2002.  At the Massey Community Board Meeting on 4 September 2002 it was 
recommended that,  

“That Massey Community Board recommends to the Waitakere Community Board 

that the existing pedestrian access way over the rail crossing at O’Neil’s Road be 
closed.” 

2705/2002 

The pedestrian crossing is on the Waitakere Community Board’s side of O’Neills Road 
and thus any resolution in this regard must be made by that Board.  The Massey Boards 
concern with the pedestrian rail crossing is that it is an at-grade crossing and the safety 
issues that stem from this crossing.  At present this is an uncontrolled pedestrian 
crossing. 

STRATEGIC CONTEXT 

It is Council’s policy to maintain and improve walking routes, and the connectivity where 
possible, to encourage walking. Safety of pedestrians crossings is implemented by 
adhering to the latest Tranz Rail standards for crossing.  

ISSUES 

Counts indicate that between 30 and 40 school children use this crossing every morning 
and afternoon.  All of these pedestrians have a destination west along Swanson Road 
(i.e. towards Swanson Township).  
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If pedestrian access were closed at the O’Neills rail crossing all of these pedestrians 
would have to walk the additional distance around the new North Candia Road link, some 
975 metres.  Closure is also likely to result in illegal and unsafe crossing at uncontrolled 
positions.  It is also likely to result in damage to the fence blocking off pedestrian access 
to the crossing.  Council would be required to repair fence damage to discourage use of 
this closed crossing and to show commitment to pedestrian safety.  

If the pedestrian access, were retained, it would need to be upgraded in accordance with 
the Tranz Rail standard.  This requires a pedestrian maze to be provided on either side of 
the rail line with control fencing extending 50 metres either side of the crossing.  This 
directs pedestrians negotiating the maze to look in both directions prior to crossing the rail 
line.  An example of this type of pedestrian crossing is provided at Sturges Road Railway 
Station.  Currently there is no special provisions for pedestrians on the existing O’Neills 
crossing.  

For the above reasons it is recommended by Council officers that pedestrian access be 
maintained across the O’Neills Road crossing.  

RESOURCES 

Funding for this project and the upgrade of the pedestrian crossing (including the 
pedestrian maze) is included in the 2002/2003 Annual Plan funding allocation. 

CONCLUSION 

Closure of the pedestrian crossing is likely to result in illegal and unsafe crossing at 
uncontrolled positions.  It is also likely to result in damage to the fence blocking off 
pedestrian access to the crossing.  The new pedestrian crossing will be upgraded to the 
latest Tranz Rail standard.  For this reason it is recommended that the pedestrian 
crossing remain open. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. That the information be received. 

2. That a high standard pedestrian rail crossing be installed and maintained at the 
O’Neills Road rail crossing when the Candia Road / North Candia Road link is 
developed.

3. That the recommendation of the Massey Community Board to close the 
pedestrian crossing at O’Neills Road rail crossing not be implemented. 

Report prepared by:  Edwin Dearham, Transportation Engineer:  Planning. 

12 NOTICES OF MOTION
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13 BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS

Provision has been made on this agenda for Board Members should they so wish to 
submit a report on their activities during the month in regard to matters within the scope 
and delegations of the Board.  However, to comply with the provisions of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987, no decision may be made on 
matters raised in Board Members’ reports. 

KEVIN HEALY 

Footpath Prioritisation 

Road and footpath issues are a gigantic headache for our ward (even worse that the far 
more glamorous issue of public toilets!). 

Every month individuals and groups of residents present a compelling case to the Board 
that their street is lethally dangerous because of the lack of a footpath or walkway.  And 
they are right.  Many of our rural roads have a speed limit of 70kph that many of our 
drivers treat as a challenge!  The urban areas are often lacking footpaths on what have 
become very busy roads. 

The sad reality of the situation is that in Waitakere Ward alone, we would need 
$3,159,000 to build the footpaths requested by the community.  Our budget last year was 
$132,400. 

There are only two ways to address this.  Your Board is currently working on having the 
Waitakere Ward’s share of the citywide pie increased.  The other way is a massive 
increase to your rates – please contact me if you would like this to happen. 

A15 - A16 There also needs to be a fair and equitable way of prioritising the spending of the footpath 
budget, whatever it is.  I believe that we must agree a ‘system’, then stick with it so that 
our engineers can plan with some certainty.  Attached at pages A15 to A16 for your 
consideration and comment is the current priority rating policy. 


































