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rainwater
tanks

i you use a ot of water outdoors, such as for
waltering gardens and washing cars, you may
want {o consider installing a small rainwater tank
or drum o save watsr and reduce your cosis.

Rainwater is an ideal aliernative to town water '
for these types of uses. if correctly installed, a
small tank can provide a free source of water for
watering the garden, washing vehicles and even
filling tollet cisterns. in addition to saving you
money on your water bill, tank water use also
helps o reduce demand for the public water
supply and reduce stormwater flooding and
erosion.

For many households, one large plastic drum

is adequate and fairly inexpensive. lfyou use a
second-hand tank or drum, you will need to make
sure that it was not used to hold any toxic material,
such as industrial chemicals.

instaliing small tanks or drums at ground level and
attaching a downpipe is fairly simple. it is important
however, to either install a special diverter/overfiow
to the downpipe, such as the “Laurie Dee
Downpipe Tap” (available from most hardware
stores) or an overflow pipe to the tank or drum

to redirect excess stormwater back into the drain.

You will generally only need a building consent
if your tank will hold more than 25,000 litres,

or will be elevaied above the ground. However,
we recomimend you call the Council’s Building
Consents Department to discuss your specific
design.

Please note, tank water is not recommended
1o be used for drinking, cooking and bathing due
to potential contaminants.

For mors information on instailing a rainwater tank,
contact the Council’s Cail Centre on 838 0400.
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Rain, rain... W

Animportant aspect of EcoWatsr’s role in
managing Waitakere’s three walters is {o respond
o flooding emergencies. A heavy rainstonm has

the potential o cause sericus flood damage o
many properiies throughout Waitakers, and staff
and contraciors are on-call to clear blocked
roadside cesspits and landslides where possible.

“IUs not an easy iob”, explains Hisham Razzak,
Customer Field Specialist. “Often the storm hits in
the middie of the night which makes the job more
difficult and dangerous due to limited visibility.”

To prevent flooding from ocourring, EcoWalter
continues to work with other Council departmenis on:

= siream clearing and replanting programmas;
e seiting conirols on building development; and

¢ building wetiands and detention ponds.

if you would like {0 becomes involved in one of the
community groups established 1o assist with stream
clearing and replanting programmes, please contact
the Council’s Call Centre on 8398 0400.
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