


During periods of wind and rain, it is not uncommon for drains to block causing localised flooding. Although
usually minor, there is still potential for damage or inconvenisnce. For exampie, driving around a big puddle
on the roadside caused by a blocked cesspit is inconvenient and can be dangerous.

“What is a cesspit?” you ask. it is the drain, usually
iocated on a curb edge, which collects surface rainwatsr
(stormwater) from roads and other impervious areas.
Casspils are generally very effective at coliecting
stormwater, aithough oflen also collect various debris,
such as rubbish and a build-up of leaves (pariicuiarly
during autumn).

To prevent blockages from occurring, itis important that
- gesspits argvlearad snd mainiained asrequired. -
Waitakere City Council smploys contractors o clear
public cesspits, however due 1o the high number of them |
in the city, contractors cannot aiways keep up with the
falling leaves and rubbish that can restrict them,

To help us prevent flooding in your area, please dispose of rubbish correctly and keep leaves and other garden
waste clear of stormwalter channels on your property, particularly when rain is forecast. If you see a build-up
around a public cesspit, please contact Waitakere City Council on 838 0400.

Watercare’s dams in the Waitakere Ranges siore some of the cleanest water in the world. Howsever,
t is still necessary 1o “polish” this water to produce top quality drinking water. The diagram below
itiustrates & typical treatment procedure underiaken at Watercares Titirangi filter stations. From here,
ine water is delivered to your home or business through EcoWater's local network of pipes.
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