


What are the additional benefits of large ponds and wetlands?

To provide a wildlife habitat
For recreational enjoyment
To enhance aesthetic values
To provide an educational site

How do EcoWater and the Auckland Regional Council work together to manage stormwater?

ARC authorises the management of stormwater within the specified catchments and monitors the
discharge points. In planning its works programmes, EcoWater gives high priority to catchments
with flooding history and pollution loading. New developments within the City are planned so that
they do not add to the catchment’s current stormwater levels.

What actions can individuals take to reduce the intensity of stormwater run-off from their
properties? '

The most effective way is to minimise the areas of concrete and asphalt or similar hard surfaces.
Planting also greatly assists in reducing stormwater run-off and even cutting the lawn at a higher
lever is beneficial. Installation of rainwater collection tanks can slow down the rate at which
stormwater enters the pipe network. The water collected in the tanks can be used in toilets,
launderies and gardens to reduce demand on treated drinking water.

What actions can individuals take to reduce the pollution of stormwater run-off from their
properties?

Wash cars at commercial car-washing areas or, if necessary, on grassed areas on your property.
Household cleaning products should always be disposed of into the wastewater system (ie, into
the laundry tub). Wastes such as oil, pesticides and paint must be disposed of at the appropriate
Council facilities - contact the Council’s call centre for location details.

How do land-owners deal with run-off from adjacent properties?

Common law requires that natural run-off from higher ground is allowed to flow unimpeded to the
low point of the area. However, piping the stormwater flow to discharge onto the lower property
is not lawful. Equally, land-owners may not discharge stormwater directly into a stream without
appropriate consents.

What actions can individuals take to care for local waterways and harbours?

Join a group such as Wai Care, the Twin Streams Project or Friends of the Whau whose aims are
to monitor and improve waterways and the land that surrounds them. This involves public education
programmes and voluntary local stream restoration projects.



